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      Local services are, by definition, at the front line of public services. Users of these services come into direct contact with the men and women that provide them, be they fire-fighters, culture workers, librarians, archivists, municipal police, social services workers, teachers, cleaners, waste collectors, community liaison personnel or local administrators. EPSU represents local and regional government workers across Europe and is committed to ensuring high quality and efficient public services supported by a well-trained and skilled work force and decent working conditions.


Austerity measures and remunicipalisation, digitalisation of local services, the impact of trade agreements on local services, and ensuring socially responsible procurement are key policy challenges to this sector addressed in the frame of EPSU's Standing Committee Local and Regional Government.


EPSU is also the recognised European social partner organisation for workers in local and regional government throughout the European Union and covers approximately 17 million workers.


Eva-Lotta Nilsson (Vision, Sweden) is the President of the EPSU Standing Committee for Local and Regional Government (LRG). Paola Panzeri is the contact person in EPSU (Policy Staff – Local and Regional Government, Gender Equality, Firefighters) for the sector.
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            EPSU/CEMR: EU Dialogue, Local Solutions -Seminar on Third-Party Violence in France
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            Gender-based violence is a workplace matter

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The United Nations’ Day for the elimination of violence against women marks the urgent need to address gender-based violence in all its forms and manifestations.
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            Has the EU forgotten about firefighters and emergency services?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As part of the European Green Deal, the European Commission launched in February 2021 a new strategy on adaptation to climate change. The objective is to make the European Union a climate-resilient society, fully adapted to climate change by 2050.
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            EPSU visits its Spanish affiliates

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 26-27 October the General Secretary of the European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU), Jan Willem Goudriaan, visited Madrid to meet with the leadership of the affiliated organisations in Spain.
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            Fighting for trade union rights for all public service workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public service trade unionists from across the Mediterranean region met online last week (14-15 September) to discuss the challenges they face in asserting their fundamental rights to organise, negotiate and take strike action.
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            The role of social partners in preventing third-party violence and harassment
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            NEA and LRG Statement: Art and culture workers are essential to a fairer society 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Arts and culture are amongst the sectors worst hit by the Covid-19 pandemic, pushing many workers from precarity to poverty and putting in jeopardy the future development of many cities.
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            EU Dialogue, Local Solutions: kick-off webinar of the EPSU-CEMR joint project

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Violence at work, gender inequality and the treatment of migrants regularly grab headlines.
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            EPSU Affiliates meet online for Social Services Working Group

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the agenda of the LRG/HSS Social Services Working Group was the COVID-19 vaccination campaign, research into privatization of social services, social dialogue in social services and the workplan of the WG.
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            Germany: latest agreement to boost pay in health and care

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After intensive negotiations over the weekend, public services union ver.di has negotiated a new collective agreement covering 2.3 million workers in municipal and federal government with specific measures benefiting employees in health and social care.
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