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      Responding to the challenge of climate change


Climate change, the largest single threat to current and future generations, is posing fundamental challenges for public services and public service workers. In recent years, we have seen extreme weather events, flooding and forest fires for example, leading to loss of life and widespread damage and destruction of buildings and infrastructure. Our members across many services have been part of the immediate and longer term response – in emergency and rescue services, energy and water, local and regional government. EPSU has been working hard to influence policies at global and European level aimed at decarbonising our economies and calling for a shift away from growth at all costs. It is essential that we achieve a more sustainable society is achieved through a just transition whereby no one is left behind. 


This briefing, produced for EPSU's 2019 Congress, sets out the federation's recent activity on climate change and current priorities. EPSU has published research focusing on some of the key issues and policy developments including its position on the EU's Green Deal, the failure of energy liberalisation to address climate change and an analysis of action on climate change adaptation.
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            Successful pan-European Conference of Local and Regional Government

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU LRG European Conference brought together over 40 delegates and speakers from across Europe to discuss remunicipalisation of public services, focusing on the climate crisis, gender equality and democratic ownership.
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            Firefighters deserve stronger protection
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            Europe cuts firefighters as workloads mount: Eurostat report

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            New Eurostat data shows that number of firefighters has been cut in ten EU member states despite the climate crisis increasing the risk of fires, floods and other emergencies.
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            Firefighters and emergency workers responding to extreme fires and flooding

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Fires are burning in Greece, Switzerland, Southern Italy, Algeria and other countries. Storms are hitting the north of Italy.
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            EPSU firefighters meeting ahead of hot summer

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over forty firefighters from fourteen countries met in Stockholm on June 20th and 21st for the 2023 EPSU firefighters’ network meeting.
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            Firefighters demand action as heatwaves and droughts threaten to overwhelm Europe’s fire services 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the midst of a heatwave and droughts across Europe, firefighters from fifteen countries representing unions affiliated to the European Public Service Unions (EPSU) came together in Stockholm.
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            Firefighters tell European Parliament that action is needed to stop occupational cancer

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the European Parliament hears from firefighters in the frame of the debate on the legislation on the exposure of asbestos.
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            Has the EU forgotten about firefighters and emergency services?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As part of the European Green Deal, the European Commission launched in February 2021 a new strategy on adaptation to climate change. The objective is to make the European Union a climate-resilient society, fully adapted to climate change by 2050.
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            EPSU meets EU Commissioner Virginijus Sinkevičius to discuss Circular Economy Action Plan

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission adopted a European union circular economy action plan in March 2020. EPSU organised a discussion with Virginijus Sinkevičius, the Commissioner responsible.
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            EPSU Congress : Programme of Action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This programme of action highlights the main priorities for EPSU over the next Congress period and is set out on the basis of three main themes
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            EPSU feature on adaptation to climate change

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The heatwaves and droughts, storms and flooding that have hit Europe and other parts of the world this summer have left no doubt about the devastating consequences of extreme weather events linked to climate change.
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            What is Green Collective Bargaining?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In 1987, the United Nations published the Brundtland Report which argued that sustainable development to tackle climate change should be based on three pillars - economic, social and environmental.
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