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      Fighting for the rights of migrants and asylum-seekers


Migration has major implications for public services not least because of the significant contribution of migrant workers to the provision of public services in many European countries. Thousands of public service employees across Europe work in areas related to migrations and asylum-seeking. Unfortunately, the European and national response to asylum-seekers has often fallen pitifully short of what should be expected from one of the wealthiest regions in the world and EPSU has been arguing hard for a change of approach, criticising the European Union’s policies which continue to focus on tightening borders, pushing back refugees and outsourcing asylum duties to third countries. EPSU, along with PSI, has also been calling for an end to privatisation and increased public investment in the public services that are vital to ensure the safe and effective integration of migrants and asylum-seekers into society. This briefing, prepared for EPSU's 2019 Congress provides some background on EPSU's activities in this area. 
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             Towards a just transition: 60th EPSU Utilities standing committee 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The committee discussed, amongst others, strategies to address the energy crisis, related green and social challenges and EU climate target for 2040.
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            Reaffirming Migrants’ Right to Health

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public Services International (PSI) and the European Public Service Union (EPSU) mark International Migrants Day by strongly reaffirming the right to healthcare for all migrants regardless of legal status.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Migration

                            Solidarity

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Nov. 15, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: joint statement SPD 15 November]




    
    
        
            Single Permit Directive must strengthen rights for migrant workers in Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has joined seventeen other European networks and organisations representing trade unions and NGOs to call on European policymakers not to trap migrant workers in exploitation
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            World Refugee Day 2023: solidarity, hope, and inclusion in a world faced with multiple crises

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public Services International - 20 June 2023 - World Refugee Day
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            Gas social partners to launch negotiations for first Just Transition Agreement

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Eurogas, EPSU, and industriAll Europe have notified the European Commission of their intention to enter into negotiations towards a European Framework Agreement. The negotiations will be the first of their kind to focus on a Just Transition.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Collective Bargaining

                            Gas

                            Social Dialogue

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Mar. 09, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: EPSU Standing Committee on Public Utilities 1st March 2023]




    
    
        
            Energy, waste and water unions meet in Brussels for the 58th EPSU Utilities committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On March 1st trade unions from across Europe met in Brussels to discuss developments in the energy, waste and water sector.
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            Energy Charter Treaty: time to move from reform to exit

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission says that an EU exit from the Energy Charter Treaty seems “unavoidable”, recommending a joint EU withdrawal.
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            Gas sector report calls for new momentum towards a Just Transition

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European social partners in the gas sector, EPSU, industriAll Europe, and Eurogas, met on 26 January for the final conference of their joint project on a just transition.
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            New REPowerEU energy deal a step forward – but not far enough

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Council of the European Union and European Parliament have struck a series of deals aimed at diversifying Europe’s energy supplies, accelerating the deployment of renewable energy and reducing emissions.
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            European energy ministers cannot waste more time

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s energy ministers are gathering in Brussels on Thursday, 24 November for an Extraordinary Council to discuss the ongoing energy crisis.
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            Immediate measures are urgent, but the energy market must be fundamentally changed!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Ahead of the extraordinary Council of EU Energy Ministers on 9 September 2022 to discuss emergency measures to mitigate the currently exploding energy prices, EPSU reiterates the need for an urgent and immediate price cap on electricity and gas prices.
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            EU agrees to cut gas consumption - a right to energy and just transition more urgent than ever

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            European Union energy ministers agreed to commit to cut national gas consumption in an extraordinary council session held on Tuesday, 26 July.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Energy

                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Gas

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jul. 13, 2022
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: Energy Charter Treaty]




    
    
        
            Energy Charter Treaty reform: it’s time to rewrite the rules

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            24 years on from its legal enforcement and 14 negotiation rounds, the little-known Energy Charter Treaty (ECT) is a representation of an outdated era of fossil fuel protection.
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            French energy unions take action over pay

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On June 2 energy unions in France are on strike. They strike over the erosion of purchasing power of their members.
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