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      Fighting for tax justice


A fair, progressive, transparent and effective tax system is crucial for sound public finances, quality public services and redistribution of wealth and income. This is why EPSU has been campaigning hard to tackle tax evasion and avoidance by large companies and wealthy individuals and in support of measures to create fairer tax systems. This briefing for EPSU's last Congress sets out the work done over the previous Congress period and highlights current priorities. The impact of austerity on tax collection is the latest update on the state of tax administrations across Europe, underlining the need to invest in staff and resources to improve tax collection and fight tax fraud.
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            MEPs endorse composition of new temporary tax committee to investigate financial crimes: It is time to act now! 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Parliament yesterday approved in Plenary the composition of the new TAX Committee.
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            The work to crack down on tax dodging must continue: EPSU welcomes decision from the European parliament for a new special committee to investigate tax crimes

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the European Parliament approved a resolution to set up a special committee on financial crimes, tax evasion and tax avoidance.
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            Justice for Ján and Martina!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As #EPSU we would like to join all Europeans shocked by the murder of another investigative journalist investigating on tax evasion and fraud in the EU.
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            NO MORE TAX HAVENS: EPSU joins other CSOs organizations in asking for more transparency in the European Investment bank activities

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Due to the recent developments in the area of taxation the European Investment Bank has decided to undertake a review of its procedures and practices
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            EPSU reacts with disbelief to EU Council of Ministers’ discussion to remove countries from the tax haven blacklist

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Just one month after the Council adopted a black list of countries that qualify as tax havens, the European Parliament revealed that Council discusses the removal of 7 countries from this list.
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            EPSU welcomes Parliament’s recommendations following Panama Papers inquiry

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            By a large majority, the European Parliament adopted on 13 December a damning report by the inquiry committee on the Panama Papers.
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            EU blacklist of tax havens is a sham

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After months of screening some 90 jurisdictions and countries in light of EC criteria of lack of transparency and harmful tax measures such as 0 or near 0 corporate tax rates, EU Finance Ministers have agreed a tiny list of 17 countries
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            Just 10 days after Gothenburg, Commission is pouring cold water on Pillar Social Rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s public service union leaders discussed the follow up to the pillar of social rights with the chef of the cabinet of EU Social Affairs Commissioner Thyssen
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            EPSU calls for an enquiry committee in the European Parliament on Paradise Papers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On Friday 1st December the European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) sent a letter to Members of the European Parliament demanding a new enquiry committee to investigate tax fraud, tax evasion, tax avoidance and all procedures that big multinationals use in order not to pay their fair share of tax.
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            Solidarity with #Luxleaks whistleblowers in Luxembourg Court 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today Antoine Deltour and Raphaël Halet will be back in court in Luxembourg to appeal against last March’s court sentence to suspended prison and a fine.
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            Whistleblower protection petition handover to the Commission: time to act

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A delegation led by Eurocadres with EPSU, the European Federation of Journalists, Transparency International and wemove.eu handed over the 81,063-strong petition to the Commission,14 November.
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            Unions demand investment, pay convergence, progressive economic policy at EU macro-economic dialogue

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The speakers for the European institutions like Council, Commission and ECB noted the improvements in employment rates recognizing many workers still remain without a job or in precarious employment.
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            European Parliament supports demand for whistleblower protection – you can help by signing the petition

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Following a campaign of unions such as EPSU and Eurocadres, many social action groups and MEPs of several parties, the European Parliament adopted a report on the need for an EU initiative on whistleblower protection, 24 October.
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            EPSU joins with NGOS for a strong CBCR,  Multinationals must pay their share! 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Profit shifting is the process whereby companies move profits from their subsidiaries in higher tax countries, where the real economic activity takes place, to other subsidiaries in ‘tax havens’.
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            EPSU urges the European Commission to speed up investigation into McDonalds as exploitation of workers and tax dodging continue

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Workers at McDonalds in the UK, US and many other places are out on strike today 4 September, US Labor Day Holiday. They protest against zero-hour contracts and low pay in McDonalds.
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