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      Fighting for tax justice


A fair, progressive, transparent and effective tax system is crucial for sound public finances, quality public services and redistribution of wealth and income. This is why EPSU has been campaigning hard to tackle tax evasion and avoidance by large companies and wealthy individuals and in support of measures to create fairer tax systems. This briefing for EPSU's last Congress sets out the work done over the previous Congress period and highlights current priorities. The impact of austerity on tax collection is the latest update on the state of tax administrations across Europe, underlining the need to invest in staff and resources to improve tax collection and fight tax fraud.
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            McDonald’s Trade Union delegation and EU Competition Commissioner Vestager held a meeting on tax

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The McDonald’s international trade union coalition met with Competition Commissioner Vestager on 17 December, which coincided with the publication of the non-confidential text of the Commission’s decision on the state aid investigation of the global fast-food leader.
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            FTT:  don’t give up on the most popular tax ever,  say 3500 organisations, representing 125 million citizens in Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a joint letter, 3500 organisations, representing 125 million citizens in Europe urge the EU governments that have been negotiating an EU Tax on Financial Transactions for 5 years to not give up or reduce the scope of the tax
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            Cum Ex scandal: investing in tax administrations is the solution

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In its resolution on the Cum-Ex Files the European Parliament calls for four key measures including the need to invest in tax authorities, instead of axing jobs, and structured cross-border cooperation, as called for by EPSU.
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            EPSU Executive Committee – Congress, sectoral work and much more on agenda

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            With Congress around the corner, it was the main item on the agenda. Members discussed the draft Programme of Action and the amendments proposed by affiliates.
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            McAvoidin’ it: European Commissioner Vestager says McDonald’s tax practices lawful, yet unfair

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Press Release - Coalition of trade unions and anti-poverty group calls on the European Union and its Member States to strengthen legal tools against corporate tax avoidance.
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            As Commission closes McDonalds investigation, the company walks away laughing with 1 billion unpaid in taxes

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the European Commission (EC) has announced its decision on the McDonalds state aid investigation that was launched in December 2015.
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            More workers take action against care company
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  Norway


        

                
                
        
                            More workers have come forward to join legal action against the Aleris care company following revelations about employment and working conditions made earlier this month (see epsucob@NEWS 16). Public service union Fagforbundet says that the company is avoiding its social, employment and tax obligations by taking workers on as self-employed "consultants" rather than employees. The union has taken this up with the authorities and a further eight workers have joined the 17 who were already involved in legal action. Some of these workers have been summarily dismissed or are given excessive hours
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            Union reports care company to labour and tax authorities
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  Norway


        

                
                
        
                            The Fagforbundet trade union has reported the Aleris Ungplan and Boi private care company to the authorities for possible breaches of labour, health and safety, tax and even criminal law. The union has taken up cases for a number of workers who have been denied their rights on pay, sick pay and pensions and forced to work excessive hours. The cases mainly involve workers who were taken on as "consultants" rather than employees so that the company could avoid paying pension, sickness and other costs. The company is a subsidiary of a major private sector health and social care provider, Aleris
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            How the Big Four meddle with tax avoidance in Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report published today shows how the 4 main accountancy firms influence the European tax policy.
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            European Parliament orders McDonald’s to make unprecedented third appearance before Committee probing tax avoidance

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Summons follows report showing McDonald’s dismantled tax structure under investigation by European Commission, inhibiting scrutiny of company’s accounts
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            EPSU Executive Committee decides to take European Commission to Court

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The main topic of the 57th EPSU Executive Committee was its decision to take the European Commission to Court in an unprecedented move to defend Social Europe.
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            McDonald’s new menu: less transparency, more tax havens

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today we release a new report on McDonald’s tax practices, focusing on the company’s use of tax avoidance mechanisms in Europe and low-tax and secrecy jurisdictions around the world.
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            Whistleblower protection directive : A step in the right direction!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (Press Release - Brussels 23 April 2018 - embargoed until 15h) The European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) welcomes the European Commission’s proposal for a directive to protect whistleblowers
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            For a fair, modern and efficient corporate taxation in Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            With the upcoming EU elections next year, this conference was an opportunity to discuss how to fix outdated tax rules that only benefit big business and the wealthy at the expense of workers and smaller companies.
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            Public investment needed to deliver on Pillar of Social Rights, unions say at Tripartite Social Summit

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The latest Tripartite Social Summit took place on 21 March was devoted to the follow up on the European Pillar of Social Rights in EU policy.
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