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                            Health and Social Services (HSS) is a large and diverse sector that encompasses a wide range of services.


The Social Services aspect includes activities which are mainly to do with Long Term Care (LTC), Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC), community health services, care homes for older and disabled people and social work. In addition, we work in establishing and providing support for European Works Councils in private, not for profit and public care homes.  EPSU Social Services Sector represents care workers across Europe, including health care assistants,  workers in all types of care homes, child care workers and social workers . We organise in public, non-for-profit and private services.


EPSU is the recognised European social partner organisation for workers in the hospital and health care sector throughout the European Union.


Adam Rogalewski is the EPSU Policy Officer for the sector and Samantha Howe is the Policy Assistant for Social Services. The President of the EPSU Standing Committee for Health and Social Services is Kirsi Sillanpää of TEHY (Finland) and the Vice-Presidents are Yolanda Gil of CC.OO (Spain), Dietmar Erdmeier of Ver.di (Germany), and Razvan Gae of Sanitas (Romania).  You can also get their contact details here. -
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            World Health Day 2024: from applause to action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On World Health Day 2024, health and social care workers represented by EPSU call for urgent action to address staff shortages, ensure public finance (not austerity) and strengthen the health and social care sector in Europe.
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            Health Care Assistants Network meet to address accurate job descriptions and staff shortages

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 26 March 2024, the EPSU networks for Health Care Assistants (HCA) met online for the 5th time since its creation to exchange actions to date and information.
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            EPSU Early Childhood Education and Care Network discuss need for improved dialogue and the establishment of European Works Councils

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the 26 March EPSU Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) network members met for the first time in 2024 and welcomed 5 new members to the network.
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            Commission action plan on labour and skills shortages lacks ambition 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On March 21st, the European Commission unveiled its action plan aimed at confronting the pressing issue of labour and skills shortages across the European Union.
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            A new WHO Report published on 12 March echoes EPSU recommendations on gender and care

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The report, Fair share for health and care: gender and the undervaluation of health and care work details gender value gaps and demonstrates how health and care work is globally undervalued, why this is a gender equality issue, and what can be done about it.
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            How can the EU tackle the staffing crisis in health and social care?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            New EPSU paper explores how EU OSH competencies can address staff shortages in health and social care.
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            EPSU Statement for World Social Workers Day 2024

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As we celebrate World Social Workers Day on 19 March, we honour the immense, often over-looked contributions of social workers in our society.
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            Developing Collective Bargaining in the Care Sector (DEVCOBA): Partners met in Milan to kick-off new project

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            From 29 February to 1 March project partners met in Milan for the kick-off meeting of the DEVCOBA project.
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            Labour shortages: Social Partners jointly respond to the European Commission Consultation on Labour and Skills Shortages in the EU: An Action Plan

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a coordinated action, EPSU joined with Social Partners in Health and Social Services to responded to the European Commission consultation on Labour and Skills Shortages in the EU Action Plan.
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            EPSU Social Services Working Group discuss labour shortages, legislative developments and European Work Councils

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 27 February 48 participants gathered in Brussels for the Social Services Working Group to discuss, among other things, European Works Councils in the care sector, staffing levels and digital care platforms.
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            Building the future Europe: early childhood education and care workers must be recognised

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU highlights the importance of quality early childhood education and care and the chronic staffing issues facing the sector in a new article for Social Europe.
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            Call for Tender

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Tender specification: To provide research on trends in the multinational care companies, Dibber and Domus Vi. The bids should be submitted to EPSU within the 30-day deadline starting from the date the tender first appears on the EPSU website (12 February 2024).
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            Social Partners express concerns over economic governance review

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European trade unions and employers for the social services sector are concerned about the EU Council mandate for the negotiations on the review of the EU’s economic governance rules.
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            European Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee for Social Services:  Social Partners come together for first Plenary Meeting

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today, the Social Employers and the CEMR, for the employers' side and EPSU, held their first meeting in the framework of the Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee for social services.
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            How can European Works Councils help organise workers in multinational health and care companies?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The demand for care provision is growing due to population aging and, as such, the number of private multinational companies operating in the health and social care (HSS) sector has also grown.
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