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      Fighting for the rights of migrants and asylum-seekers


Migration has major implications for public services not least because of the significant contribution of migrant workers to the provision of public services in many European countries. Thousands of public service employees across Europe work in areas related to migrations and asylum-seeking. Unfortunately, the European and national response to asylum-seekers has often fallen pitifully short of what should be expected from one of the wealthiest regions in the world and EPSU has been arguing hard for a change of approach, criticising the European Union’s policies which continue to focus on tightening borders, pushing back refugees and outsourcing asylum duties to third countries. EPSU, along with PSI, has also been calling for an end to privatisation and increased public investment in the public services that are vital to ensure the safe and effective integration of migrants and asylum-seekers into society. This briefing, prepared for EPSU's 2019 Congress provides some background on EPSU's activities in this area. 
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                            Public Services International (PSI) and the European Public Service Union (EPSU) mark International Migrants Day by strongly reaffirming the right to healthcare for all migrants regardless of legal status.
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                            EPSU has joined seventeen other European networks and organisations representing trade unions and NGOs to call on European policymakers not to trap migrant workers in exploitation
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                            The EPSU LRG European Conference brought together over 40 delegates and speakers from across Europe to discuss remunicipalisation of public services, focusing on the climate crisis, gender equality and democratic ownership.
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                            A major success of 12 years campaigning of Greek water workers and the broader water and social movement as it was announced that the government will take back control of Athens and Thessaloniki Water companies.
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                            Tender Specifications for creating the content and format of an online course focusing on the impact on workers and services of insourcing public services.
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                            Today EPSU and its sister global organisation, PSI, launch a call for tenders to provide an online training course on insourcing for their affiliates.
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                            In an emergency statement adopted on 25 November, the leaders of EPSU affiliates express grave concerns regarding the humanitarian crisis on the EU Polish-Belarus border
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                            Poor treatment of employees, outdated equipment and low quality of services – outsourcing and privatisation of municipal services has similar negative effects whether it takes place in Poland or Norway.
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                            Ahead of the European Social Summit (7-8 May), European unions call upon the European Commission to launch the European Social Security Pass (ESSP) and to do so next year.
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