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  Finland


        

                
                
        
                            JHL, Jyty and other unions have negotiated pay increases for employees of companies covered by the Avaintes employers’ organisation. This includes (joint) municipal companies and private companies providing services to municipalities. The pay increases also apply to the Seuretes staff supply company and cover the third year of the collective agreement which runs until the end of April 2025. There will be a general increase of 3.1% as of 1 May 2024 and from 1 February 2024, a previously agreed general increase of 0.3% will also be paid. As of 1 October 2024 there will be a further 0.3% increase
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  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            The Kommunal trade union has had an initial exchange with the SALAR and Sobona employer organisations ahead of the negotiations this spring on the largest collective agreement in Sweden, covering 1.2 million workers in healthcare, schools and social services. The union wants a new wage arrangement that provides a clear link between salary and professional development. Kommunal also wants a system that achieves sustainable working hours based on annual staffing surveys and with a move away from split shifts. According to the union the current pay system is too arbitrary and seven out of 10
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  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            In a long-running dispute over pay, the BMA doctors’ union has launched a six-day strike involving junior doctors – the occupational category that covers a wide range of qualified doctors and consultants. The union is seeking a deal which will compensate for the 26% decline in real pay for junior doctors since 2008. The strike began on 3 January and will be the single, longest strike action in the history of the National Health Service. Meanwhile, the RCN nurses’ union is maintaining its dispute over pay from last year and has strongly criticised the health ministry for a delay in beginning
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                            The EPSU offices will be closed from 25 December 2023 to 3 January 2024 included. We look forward to being back in touch from the 4th of January.
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                            Last week, the European Council and the European Parliament reached a provisional agreement to reform the EU’s electricity market design (EMD).
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                            Public Services International (PSI) and the European Public Service Union (EPSU) mark International Migrants Day by strongly reaffirming the right to healthcare for all migrants regardless of legal status.
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                            With the increase in the use of artificial intelligence systems and especially so-called General Purpose Artificial Intelligence like ChatGTP, regulating the use of such systems in society and in the work place is crucial to protect us from unwanted consequences.
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                            Workers and trade unions from 30 countries joined the ETUC in a significant demonstration against the European Union's austerity plans, marching through Brussels under the "Together Against Austerity" banner.
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                            On 24 November, the eve of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, EPSU’s Women's Conference took place.
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                            The European Parliament and the Council of Ministers reached agreement on the Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence, 14 December 2023.
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                            After two weeks of tough negotiations, COP28 has just concluded with an agreement to transition away from fossil fuels in a just, orderly and equitable manner.
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