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            Safe Abortion Day 2022: EPSU publishes new paper on gender sensitive health services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Gender, race and class inequalities determine significant differences in access to health across social groups.
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                            New reports from the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and Eurofound research agency analyse developments in collective bargaining in the light of the pandemic and other important drivers of change. The ILO report provides an overview of developments in collective bargaining during the pandemic, focusing on seven countries – Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, Germany, Italy and Belgium. The report argues that the role of strong sectoral collective bargaining institutions was particularly important, allowing sectoral actors to negotiate specific responses considering the impact and
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            European Parliament report is a step in the right direction for the care sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Parliament report, ‘Towards a common EU action on care’, marks a good step forward for care workers across Europe.
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            New EPSU research compares impact of COVID-19 on long-term care sectors across Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has published new research that examines how COVID-19 impacted the long-term care sector in a number of countries – and how trade unions reacted.
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            Big step forward for health and care workers in Europe!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Yesterday the Advisory Committee on Safety and Health at Work (EU OSHA) made a historic step in the protection and defence of workers by adding COVID to the list of occupational diseases.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            COVID-19

                            Health

                            Health and Safety

                            Social Services

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            May. 18, 2022
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Joint letter to the new EP COVID Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Earlier this week a joint letter by the Secretaries-General of AGE and EPSU and the President of EDF was sent to the Members of the European Parliament in the newly established COVI committee.
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            Report highlights how collective bargaining can advance equality 
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                            The International Labour Organisation has published a report that shows that the higher the coverage of employees by collective agreements, the lower the wage differences are. Social Dialogue Report 2022: Collective bargaining for an inclusive, sustainable and resilient recovery is based on a review of collective agreements and practices in 80 countries and the legal and regulatory frameworks in 125 countries. It also provides evidence that collective bargaining can contribute to narrowing the gender pay gap with over half (59 per cent) the agreements reviewed in the study reflecting a joint
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            EPSU launches podcast: listen now

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) launched a podcast series in 2021.
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            Union criticises COVID-19 bonus plans

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            While welcoming the proposal to pay care staff a bonus for their work in the fight against COVID-19, the ver.di services union warns that current plans could exclude some workers who were exposed to high levels of stress during the pandemic. The union says that it is appropriate for the Ministry of Health to set rules for how the bonus is distributed to avoid variations in payment across different employers. However, there is a risk that some caregivers will lose out along with large groups of workers in the emergency services, psychiatric hospitals, rehabilitation clinics and in disability
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            New report on OSH risks echoes EPSU demands to protect workers from psychosocial risks in the health and social care sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Agency for Safety and Health at Work recently published a study, examining the main occupational safety and health (OSH) risks for human health and social work sector in Europe.
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            New European Parliament committee on COVID approved

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Parliament has voted by an overwhelming majority to establish a special committee on ‘COVID-19 pandemic: lessons learned and recommendations for the future’.
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            New report: Impact of Covid-19 on the social services sector and the role of social dialogue

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The FORESEE project consortium launches a new, extensive report on the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on social services and the role of social dialogue in alleviating the crisis.
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            Staff shortages in health increase across Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Many European countries are facing severe staff shortages in health and care due to the recent Omicron wave.
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            COVID bonus and reduced working hours

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            Public service trade unions Fórsa, SIPTU and INMO have welcomed the decision to pay a €1000 tax-free bonus to all those who worked in clinical, COVID-exposed environments and in a separate development to reduce working time for public service workers to pre-austerity levels. From 1 July this year public servants working full-time will return to the 35-hour week that applied before 2013 when austerity measures were introduced in response to the 2008-09 economic and financial crisis. This decision is also seen as partly in recognition of the efforts made during the pandemic. The government has
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            Confederation calls national action day on health

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Greece


        

                
                
        
                            The ADEDY civil service federation and its member organisations representing health workers have called a day of action on health and half-day work stoppage for 26 January. The main demands are for an increase in funding for the health service, an increase in recruitment of permanent staff and transfer of existing staff on temporary contracts to permanent status. The confederation also wants action to tackle the COVID pandemic and calls for deaths of health workers from COVID to be recognised as an accident at work.
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