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  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The VPÖD-SSP public services union has leant its support to the initiative by the SGB/USS confederation to submit a petition with 110,000 signatures to the government and regions (cantons) to introduce a national minimum wage. The target wage is 22 CHF (€18) an hour (4000 CHF (€3300) per month based on a 42-hour week). An estimated 400,000 workers currently earn less than this and three quarters of them are women. Unions in the public sector have already secured 4000 CHF as a minimum wage although this is under threat from privatisation and only action by VPÖD-SSP ensured that the minimum
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                            Laboratory workers and cleaners have both managed to secure improved pay following separate strike action against their employers, the University Hospitals of Geneva. Both groups of workers felt that they had lost out when pay structures had been introduced or revised in the past and both will now have better opportunities to move up the pay structure. A joint committee will also look at staffing and career development issues for both groups of workers. Employers have also withdrawn their threats of disciplinary action against striking activists. [Read more at > VPÖD (DE)->http://www.vpod.ch
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                            Care workers at Geneva’s university hospitals have resumed their strike action over their demands for a reevaluation of their jobs. They began their protests in the middle of October and at the beginning of November rejected an offer that would only have provided a salary upgrade for 430 of the 1117 workers. Read more at > SSP-VPÖD (DE)
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                            Workers responsible for patient transport at Geneva University Hospital have won virtually all their demands after a two-day strike. They will be put on a higher pay grade and get four additional days off. There will also be an increase in staffing which will ensure a better service to patients. Read more at > VPOD (DE)
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                            The VPÖD/SSP public service union has said that it wants at least a 2%-3% pay increase for all public sector workers. It is also calling for an increase in public sector employment to ensure and improve the quality of service to citizens. VPÖD/SSP says that public sector employers should acknowledge the substantial savings have been delivered by public sector personnel along with higher productivity and these factors certainly justify an across-the-board increase. It also emphasizes the fact that the public sector has retained a fairer pay system than in the private sector with better pay on
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            Long-running dispute over health workers' pay finally resolved
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                            Health workers in the St.Gallen region (Canton) are finally benefitting from higher pay after a long-running dispute was resolved. The VPÖD public service union supported a number of workers in an initial claim in 2003 that the workers should be on higher pay rates and grades. The administrative court for the Canton agreed that the health workers were paid less than comparable jobs (ambulance workers, police) but that this was not primarily an issue of sex discrimination. This workers’ claim was eventually recognized by the federal court in 2010, leading finally to a settlement earlier this
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                            The VPÖD public service union was one of the union organisations involved in negotiating a new five-year collective agreement covering 50,000 cleaning workers in the German-speaking area of the country. The authorities have also declared the agreement generally binding and so it will also cover workers who are employed by firms who are not party to the agreement. The minimum wage set by the agreement will increase by 2-2.5% in 2012 and there will also be a 13th month salary. The sector is also running a campaign, “Fair-Clean” that calls for a fair price for cleaning contracts and respect for
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            Transport workers win concessions after industrial action
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                            Bus and tram workers in Zürich have taken industrial action to try to secure a collective agreement and protect paid breaks. The workers, members of the VPÖD/SSP public service union, took the action in order to get a canton-wide (regional) collective agreement that would provide better for protection for workers in the face of future liberalization of the sector. Following a commitment from the employers to negotiate an agreement and improve industrial relations, the union has suspended the action but a strike committee will closely monitor progress with the negotiations. [Read more at > VPÖD
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                            The VPÖD-SSP public services union is planning a day of action on 14 June as part of a campaign to secure a range of measures on equality. The union is calling for demonstrations and strikes in order to achieve progress towards equal pay, securing a minimum wage, improving childcare and parental leave and many other policies that would help achieve greater equality. Read more at > VPÖD-SSP (FR)
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            Unions campaign for legal minimum wage

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The VPÖD/SSP public service union is working with other trade unions to win support for a petition calling for a legal minimum wage. The union believes this is an important step to protect the pay of workers and as a way of undermining the case for privatisation. It is currently campaigning with cleaning workers in the Zürich region against plans to privatise the service. The VPÖD/SSP believes that a monthly minimum wage of CHF 4000 (€3,040) would be a major disincentive to privatisation. [Read more at > VPÖD (DE)->http://www.vpod.ch/aktuell/nachrichten/ansicht/article/drg-schulterschluss-von
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  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The SSP-VPÖD public service union has joined with the SGB-USS confederation in calling for a legal minimum wage. The unions launched their campaign for signatures for their legislative initiative on 25 January. Read more at > SSP (FR) And in German at > VPÖD
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            Federal court supports equal pay claim

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The Federal court has supported case for regarding care staff and midwives taken by the VPÖD public services union and professional associations representing care workers and midwives. This overturns a decision by the cantonal (regional) court in St.Gallen that acknowledged that the workers’ pay grading was too low, but said that the employer wasn’t required to act as there were other occupations that were also undervalued. The federal court made clear that an employer could not use the existence of other discriminatory factors to avoid dealing with a case of discrimination. The case has now
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                            The VPÖD public services union is in negotiations with the employers’ organisation representing child care facilities over a collective agreement for the sector. The union says that the sector has seen rapid growth in recent years and it is important that there is a collective agreement to guarantee decent pay and working conditions. It is expected that an agreement will be included in 2011. Read more at > VPÖD (DE)
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            Strikers take protest to Zürich

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            Striking workers are maintaining their protests against the ISS cleaning multinational that terminated the collective agreement covering employees at Geneva Airport. Earlier this month the strikes, supported by local trade unionists, protested outside the ISS offices in Zürich. Their union the VPÖD/SSP criticised ISS for spending money on a legal action against a local Genevan community and trade union group that had called on international organisations based in the city, such as the International Labour Organisation, to terminate their contracts with the company. [Read more at > VPÖD/SSP (FR
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            Demonstration marks continuing determination of airport cleaners

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            Members of the VPÖD/SSP public services union are continuing their dispute with ISS Aviation, the cleaning company at Geneva Airport. The cleaners are protesting over the company’s termination of a long-standing collective agreement and cut in wages. The union, backed by the SGB/USS trade union confederation, has also challenged the company over the validity of the PUSH trade union which the company says has signed the new agreement. The union is urging people to sign the online petition. [Read more at > VPÖD/SSP (DE)->http://www.vpod.ch] [Read more at > SSP/ VPÖD (FR)->http://www.ssp-vpod.ch]
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