
        
      Skip to main content
    
    
      
    
    
            
        
            Forgot your password?
            
  
    
      
  
      Username
        

        


      Password
        

        




  





	Reset your password


  


        

    


    



    
        
            
        

        
            
                        	Sectors
	Policies
	Networks
	News


            
  
    
      

            
            
            Login
        
    

  


        

    

        
        
            
  
    
      
  
      Fulltext search
        

        


  







  


        

    




    
        
        
            
                
  
    
      
                                        
                	
                Health and Social Services
                                    	Social Services
	Health
	Social Dialogue


                            
	
                Local and Regional Government
                                    	Social Dialogue


                            
	
                National and European Administration
                                    	Social Dialogue


                            
	
                Utilities
                                    	Waste
	Water
	Energy
	Social Dialogue


                            


                

                                                                
                	
                Defence Sector
            
	
                ECEC
            
	
                Economic Policy
            
	
                Embassy and household staff
            
	
                EWCs
            
	
                Firefighters
            
	
                Health Care Assistants
            
	
                HSS Expert Group on OSH
            
	
                Journalists
            
	
                Prisons Services
            
	
                PSI and EPSU LGBT+
            
	
                Public Services
            
	
                Women & Gender Equality
            
	
                Youth
            


                

                                                                
                	
                Central government
            
	
                Collective Bargaining
            
	
                Company policy and EWCs
            
	
                Corporate Social Responsibility
            
	
                COVID-19
            
	
                Culture
            
	
                Demographic change
            
	
                Digitalisation
            
	
                Early Childhood Education and Care
            
	
                Economic Policy
            
	
                Electricity
            
	
                Energy
            
	
                Environment/Climate Change
            
	
                Equality
            
	
                Gas
            
	
                Gender pay gap
            
	
                Health
            
	
                Health and Safety
            
	
                Information & consultation
            
	
                Local government
            
	
                Low pay/minimum wages
            
	
                Migration
            
	
                Outsourcing
            
	
                Pay settlements
            
	
                Pensions/retirement
            
	
                PPPs
            
	
                Precarious employment
            
	
                Privatisation
            
	
                Procurement
            
	
                Quality employment
            
	
                Recruitment & organising
            
	
                Remunicipalisation
            
	
                Restructuring
            
	
                Social Dialogue
            
	
                Social Services
            
	
                Solidarity
            
	
                South East European Energy Community
            
	
                Staffing levels
            
	
                Strike
            
	
                Tax justice
            
	
                Trade
            
	
                Training/life-long learning
            
	
                Transparency & Corruption
            
	
                Union Rights
            
	
                Waste
            
	
                Water
            
	
                Work-life balance
            
	
                Working Time
            


                

                        
    	Press releases
	Newsletters
	EPSU Collective Bargaining News





  


            
        

    




        
  
    
      
  
    
      
        Priorities

        	
              Solidarity
            
	
              Environment/Climate Change
            
	
              Health
            
	
              Recruitment & organising
            


      

    

  



  



    
        
            The voice of 8 million European public service workers
        


    






                
  
    
                                                                                                                      

    
        
            	
                
                                                                            Mar
                    12
                

                
                    
                    
            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1

        
                    

                    ONLINE Belgium
                

                **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1

            



    




  



        
                
  
    
      
  



                        
  
    
        Health and Social Services, Health


  



                

                    
                    
  
    
      
  
      Fulltext search
        

        


  







  


  
    
          
        
                            EPSU is a strong voice for the about 10.5 million social service workers in the EU and in other European countries. Our aims are to protect and improve social services across Europe as well as the employment conditions of workers in the sector. EPSU is actively involved in initiatives exploring the scope and format for social dialogue in social services at EU-level..

There are millions of social service workers across Europe who provide vital care for children, the elderly, the disabled and others with urgent needs – whether at home or in institutions. Their work and contribution to society is undervalued and more often than not poorly rewarded. Women make up the majority of the social services workforce and in many countries migrant workers also make an invaluable contribution to the sector. Gender equality runs through all of EPSU’s work and is central to its activities in social services as is action to defend migrant workers’ rights.

EPSU is making a clear case for more resources for the sector and for better pay and conditions for social service workers, for more and better collective agreements, for proper training and professional development. Supporting quality, affordable and accessible social services is an essential investment that brings both economic and social benefits.

EPSU’s thematic priorities in social services are long-term care for the elderly, including personal care and household services, childcare as well as organising in the sector on which you find more information by clicking on the links below:

	Social services (in general)
	Childcare
	Elderly care including personal care of household services
	Social dialogue
	Organising
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            Bridging the gap: valuing care professions and advancing gender equality

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The COVID-19 pandemic exposed a striking paradox in the care sector, where predominantly female professionals are entrusted with crucial responsibilities but receive little recognition and low salaries.
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            EPSU meets with Swedish health minister to discuss safe staffing

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A delegation of EPSU met the Swedish health Minister Acko Ankarberg Johansson who is holding the EU Presidency.
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            International Nurses Day 2023: fed up nurses call for higher pay and safe staffing

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As we celebrate International Nurses Day on 12 May, we honour the immense contributions of nurses in our society. Although the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic may be behind us, we must never forget the bravery demonstrated by nurses throughout the crisis.
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            Profit over people: the impact of market approaches on long-term care and its workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU, PSI and the Centre for International Corporate Tax Accountability and Research (CICTAR) have published an analysis on the impact of market approaches to long-term care.
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            EP sets new frame to protect workers from asbestos!  Now it is time for the European Commission to do the same.

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (Joint Press Release) Today, the European Parliament (EP) approved the legislative report on Protecting Workers from Asbestos. The document includes measures such as a ban on encapsulating asbestos and the recognition of all asbestos related diseases.
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            EPSU expresses solidarity with workers following tragic murder of psychiatrist in Italy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has expressed its deepest condolences to the family, friends, and colleagues of Dr. Barbara Capovani, a psychiatrist who was brutally murdered while carrying out her duties at a hospital in Pisa, Italy.
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            Reducing staff shortages, increasing funding and a dedicated directive are key measures to improve the mental health of the European population

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU participated at the public hearing on the EESC opinion on Measures to Improve Mental Health.
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            World Health Day 2023: workers call for urgent action to improve working conditions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On World Health Day 2023, health and social care workers represented by the European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) call for urgent action to improve working conditions, reminding policymakers that there is no healthcare without healthcare workers.
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            European Health Data Space cannot compromise on data protection

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission has described its European Health Data Space (EHDS) proposal as a ‘quantum leap forward’ for healthcare provision in Europe. Not everybody shares this optimism.
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            Social Dialogue and Staff Shortages on the agenda of the Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee in the Hospital and Health Sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Almost 40 participants from EU and non EU countries, including Norway and the UK, exchanged information and views on the situation of workers and employers in their countries and on the European level.
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            Staff shortages, European Health Data Space and Social Dialogue discussed by the Health and Social care trade unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 23 February 2023 health and social care unions representatives met for the first time this year at the Standing Committee of Health and Social Services.
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            European Health Data Space must recognise existing problems in health and care

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Health Data Space must recognise the existing problems in the health sector before placing disproportionate burdens on workers, says EPSU General Secretary Jan Willem Goudriaan.
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            Good to know public health is a priority for the European Parliament – but what’s the end game?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The establishment of a sub-committee on health (18 January) in the European Parliament seems like good news – at first.
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            EPSU launches new report on registration of health care assistants

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report from EPSU finds that the mandatory registration of health care assistants (HCAs) is a complex exercise that must be taken in close consultation with unions.
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            Commission recognises COVID as occupational disease after EPSU campaign

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission has officially issued a recommendation to recognise COVID as an occupational disease.
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