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      A secure and affordable supply of energy, clean water and sustainable waste management are basic needs for each individual and our communities in society. EPSU believes that the best way to ensure that these needs are met is through the public management of utilities services, proper regulation of the sector and decent working conditions for employees. We represent workers in the electricity, gas, water and waste sectors – both public and private – and it is our job to make sure that their voices are listened to at a European level.


EPSU’s Utilities work has seen a number of successes, most notably the ECI Campaign Right2Water, in which nearly two million European citizens joined our call for the implementation of the human right to clean drinking water and sanitation in the EU.


Tuscany Bell is the EPSU policy officer for the sector. The President of the Standing Committee is Mrs. Donna Rowe-Merriman, UNISON, U.K.
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            Gas social partners to launch negotiations for first Just Transition Agreement

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Eurogas, EPSU, and industriAll Europe have notified the European Commission of their intention to enter into negotiations towards a European Framework Agreement. The negotiations will be the first of their kind to focus on a Just Transition.
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            Will EU’s new fiscal rules hinder urgent action on staffing crises?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public service federation EPSU is concerned that the proposed reform of the European Union’s fiscal rules, published yesterday, might undermine national action to address the widespread staffing shortages across a broad range of public services in Europe – in health and social care, the justice system, childcare, tax administrations, utilities and more.
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            EU Blue Deal – the right to water and sanitation should be its fundament

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Global warming leads to climate change and causes problems for water resources and water management. Water quality needs to improve and water pollution addressed.
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            International Day of Zero Waste: Europe needs a social and cultural transformation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The transition towards a circular economy is a flagship policy of the EU’s Green Deal – but it cannot be achieved without quality jobs based on collective bargaining.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Energy

                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Waste

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Mar. 22, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Commission analyses reveal gaps in working time protection

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            European Commission reports on the Working Time Directive, published on 15 March, reveal that Member States’ legislation is generally compliant, but that some problems remain in ensuring that the legislation is having full effect, particularly across all public services.
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            Proposed reform is a band-aid for a failing electricity market

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission’s newly published draft proposal to reform the EU’s electricity market design delivers only superficial changes to the current electricity market design.
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            Energy, waste and water unions meet in Brussels for the 58th EPSU Utilities committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On March 1st trade unions from across Europe met in Brussels to discuss developments in the energy, waste and water sector.
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            Energy Charter Treaty: time to move from reform to exit

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission says that an EU exit from the Energy Charter Treaty seems “unavoidable”, recommending a joint EU withdrawal.
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            Adoption of EP report on EWCs: Good news for millions of workers in transnational companies

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Trade Union Federations, EFBWW, EFFAT, EPSU, ETF, industriAll and Uni Europa, jointly welcome the adoption by the European Parliament of the own-initiative legislative report on the revision of the European Works Council Directive.
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            Gas sector report calls for new momentum towards a Just Transition

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European social partners in the gas sector, EPSU, industriAll Europe, and Eurogas, met on 26 January for the final conference of their joint project on a just transition.
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            New REPowerEU energy deal a step forward – but not far enough

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Council of the European Union and European Parliament have struck a series of deals aimed at diversifying Europe’s energy supplies, accelerating the deployment of renewable energy and reducing emissions.
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            European energy ministers cannot waste more time

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s energy ministers are gathering in Brussels on Thursday, 24 November for an Extraordinary Council to discuss the ongoing energy crisis.
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            Federations agree next steps on trade union rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Meeting in Skopje in North Macedonia on 22 September, public service trade unions from across Europe agreed to continue to work together to defend and strengthen trade union rights for employees, civil servants and all uniformed staff, from firefighters and health workers to police and military personnel.
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            Immediate measures are urgent, but the energy market must be fundamentally changed!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Ahead of the extraordinary Council of EU Energy Ministers on 9 September 2022 to discuss emergency measures to mitigate the currently exploding energy prices, EPSU reiterates the need for an urgent and immediate price cap on electricity and gas prices.
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