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      Strong public service unions are vital if we are to stand up for our values and our vision in our workplaces, sectors and communities. They are crucial in dealing with national, European and global institutions and in representing public service workers in national trade union centres and the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC). EPSU affiliates are more effective in negotiating and campaigning where they can count on an active membership, high union density or broad support from workers.


EPSU has been taking a range of initiatives to support affiliates, particularly in Central and Eastern Europe, to build union power by developing recruitment and organising strategies and campaigns. This briefing, prepared for the 2019 Congress, covers recent work and current priorities. Our Organising and Campaigns staff, Agnieszka Ghinararu, Miloš Vlaisavljević and Artem Tidva, are working with affiliates to help them with advice, support and training and keeping them informed about new ideas on recruitment and organising methods.
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            Addressing the recruitment challenges in Moldova and the Czech Republic

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public service trade unions in Moldova and the Czech Republic have benefited from EPSU support for two recent seminars on recruitment and organising.Thirty participants from three EPSU affiliates took part
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            Building union power – first Congress briefing

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU Congress Circular N°4 (2018) With less than nine months to go before next year’s Congress, EPSU is publishing the first in a series of briefings that will focus on our priorities and set the scene for some of the key Congress debates.
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            Social partnership solutions and good practice models to reduce psychosocial risks and burdens in health care

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has supported a transnational project involving EPSU affiliates from six countries to promote social partnership solutions and good practice models to reduce psychosocial risks and burdens in health care.
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            Young workers building EPSU

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Europe


        

                
                
        
                            Members of EPSU's young workers' network were active at the federation's Quality Employment conference last week, chairing debates and putting together a panel to discuss the key issues they are trying to address. Zahra Yusifli from Azerbaijan and Sven De Guise from Belgium chaired the discussions on digitalisation and low pay, while Zahra was also involved in the young workers' panel with Joe O'Connor from Ireland and Judit Zsigo from Hungary. They underlined the need for trade unions to look at how they communicated with young workers and what they were doing not just recruit them but also
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            Employers and trade unions renew commitment to ethical cross-border recruitment and retention policies

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European sectoral social partners for the hospital/health care sector, EPSU and HOSPEEM, renewed their commitment to promote decent recruitment and working conditions for migrant workers, in hospitals and health care facilities.
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            Benchmarking study covers collective bargaining and wage developments
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                            The annual Benchmarking Working Europe study from the European Trade Union Institute includes a section providing the latest data on wage developments, collective bargaining, minimum wage and union density. The study notes that more positive statements about wages are coming from the European institutions with issues of fairness also raised in the European PIllar of Social Rights. However, these were not yet reflected in the Country Specific Recommendations issued last year where the focus was still on decentralisation of collective bargaining and moderation in minimum wage increases. The
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            Building on recruitment and organising successes

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Representatives of six trade unions from Hungary, Czech Republic, Serbia and Slovakia met in Budapest on 22 November to discuss progress with their recruitment and organising work. Five of the

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Recruitment & organising

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Nov. 20, 2017
        
    
  
    
      


  



          
    
    
        
            Unions debate recruitment strategy and tactics

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Representatives of 12 EPSU affiliates in South East Europe met in Bucharest last week to discuss how to improve their recruitment and organising strategy and tactics. The meeting, supported by
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            Unions discuss the rise of the extreme-right in Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (19 June 2017) Inequality breeds inequality was one of the main messages of researchers and trade union colleagues on explaining the rise of the extreme right in Europe. These parties
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            Promoting Social Dialogue in Health Care in Bulgaria

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 2 June 2017 the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Bulgaria, together with , organised a Discussion Forum in Sofia to identify and address the challenges for effective social dialogue in Bulgaria. EPSU and HOSPEEM contributed to the exchange in highlighting the role and illustrating main outcomes of the the EU-level social dialogue in the hospital sector.
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            On May Day Europe’s Workers unite for a pay rise 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Join a trade union and defend your rights and our values, this is our clarion call to all workers on this May 1st, this International Workers Day.
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            EPSU-HOSPEEM Project (2017-2018) on CPD and MSD and PSRS@W

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Joint EPSU-HOSPEEM Project “Promoting effective recruitment and retention policies for health workers in the EU by ensuring access to CPD and healthy and safe workplaces supportive of patient safety and quality care” (01.02.2017-31.01.2019)
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            EPSU’s South East Europe constituency meeting tackles gender equality, recruitment and collective bargaining 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU’s south east European Constituency meeting, which met in Sofia 28-29 March 2017, held in-depth discussions on the persistence of the gender pay gap and what could be done to reduce inequality through collective bargaining.
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            Fighting to end the gender pay gap – Join a union and make your voice heard

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today on International Women’s Day EPSU launches a video, which makes the case for ending the gender pay gap and joining a union. International Women’s Day is more than a century old and yet the pay gap between men and women infuriatingly persists.
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            Economic situation and workers’ rights, organizing, privatization, PSI Congress top agenda in Russia-Central Asia constituency

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Outsourcing of laundry services in hospitals, the establishment of private clinics and how to represent and defend workers were some of the developments that confront the Kyrgyz and Tajik health unions.
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