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      Strong public service unions are vital if we are to stand up for our values and our vision in our workplaces, sectors and communities. They are crucial in dealing with national, European and global institutions and in representing public service workers in national trade union centres and the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC). EPSU affiliates are more effective in negotiating and campaigning where they can count on an active membership, high union density or broad support from workers.


EPSU has been taking a range of initiatives to support affiliates, particularly in Central and Eastern Europe, to build union power by developing recruitment and organising strategies and campaigns. This briefing, prepared for the 2019 Congress, covers recent work and current priorities. Our Organising and Campaigns staff, Agnieszka Ghinararu, Miloš Vlaisavljević and Artem Tidva, are working with affiliates to help them with advice, support and training and keeping them informed about new ideas on recruitment and organising methods.
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            Further seminar on recruitment and organizing during pandemic

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 18 June 20 trade union activists and officers from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Turkey took part in a webinar on organizing and recruitment. It was third online meeting prepared and run by the EPSU’s recruitment and organising team.
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            EPSU continues focus on recruitment and organizing during pandemic

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            At the end of May more than 60 trade union leaders, officers and activists took part in two webinars on organizing and recruitment. The two online meetings - “Building union power in a crisis” – were prepared and run by the EPSU’s recruitment and organising team.
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                            EPSU organizing and campaigns officer took part in the Organizing 2.0 conference (17-18 April). Normally, an annual event taking place in New York, this year the online conference involved activists from across the world.
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            Trade unions in transformation: an online training course 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            “Trade unions in transformation” is a useful online course on trade union renewal run as part of the Global Trade Union Programme (GTUP) of the German-based Friedrich Ebert Foundation (FES).
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                            (19 March) Earlier this month EPSU staff, Agnieszka Ghinararu attended a recruitment and organising course in Poland organised by the NSZZ “Solidarność” confederation.
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            Russia and Central-Asia constituency: trade union rights, Coronavirus, organising and recruitment

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade union representatives of the Russian and Central-Asian affiliates met with the Kazakh health workers trade union.
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            Recruitment and organising in health and social services - Czech Republic

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and its healthcare affiliate in the Czech Republic (OSZSP) held a training seminar on recruitment and organising for local activists in health and social services.
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            Public services unions of the South East European constituency warn for negative role US chamber of commerce

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The US Chamber of Commerce is actively lobbying for changes to Law in several countries in South East Europe, unions reported.
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            Main topics addressed and decisions taken at the 50th Standing Committee Health and Social Services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This article summarises the main topics addressed at the meeting as well as the major decisions taken at the 50th edition of the EPSU Standing Committee "Health and Social Services" (SC HSS) on 27 February.
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            Social care workers call on strengthening the workforce perspective in the transition from institutional to community-based care

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This article summarises the main topics addressed at the meeting of the EPSU Working Group Social Services on 26 February, with one focus on the transition from institutional care to community-based care and how to make this transition also work for the social care and health workforce.
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            Capacity building project for the hospital sector in Central, East and Southern Europe started

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 28 March 2019 EPSU participated, together with its representatives of the two national affiliates from Romania, Sanitas, and Croatia, HSSMS-MT, in the kick-off meeting of the joint HOSPEEM-EPSU project focusing on strengthening social dialogue in the hospital sector that will run in 2019 and 2020.
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            Organising workers, building union power and bargaining results

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            With the decline in membership of unions in many European countries, organizing and recruitment is becoming a priority across unions and the European Trade Union Federations.
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            Developing recruitment strategies and campaigns

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Eight EPSU affiliates from Central and Eastern Europe took part in a training seminar in Brussels at the end of January to further develop their recruitment and organising work.
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            Hungarian unions focus on building union power

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over 30 participants from trade unions across the public services took part in a two-day training seminar on recruitment and organising in Budapest on 17-18 January.
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            Disseminating results from joint work on health and safety and continuing professional development

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 3 December 2018 HOSPEEM and EPSU organised the social partners’ dissemination workshop focusing on the outcomes of two projects on health and safety and continuing professional developement.
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1

        
        

        ONLINE Belgium
    

    **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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            Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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    Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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