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      Strong public service unions are vital if we are to stand up for our values and our vision in our workplaces, sectors and communities. They are crucial in dealing with national, European and global institutions and in representing public service workers in national trade union centres and the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC). EPSU affiliates are more effective in negotiating and campaigning where they can count on an active membership, high union density or broad support from workers.


EPSU has been taking a range of initiatives to support affiliates, particularly in Central and Eastern Europe, to build union power by developing recruitment and organising strategies and campaigns. This briefing, prepared for the 2019 Congress, covers recent work and current priorities. Our Organising and Campaigns staff, Agnieszka Ghinararu, Miloš Vlaisavljević and Artem Tidva, are working with affiliates to help them with advice, support and training and keeping them informed about new ideas on recruitment and organising methods.
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            Running a successful union campaign

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU held the 5th webinar of its recruitment and organizing network on 2 June discussing the methods and strategies in “How to run a successful trade union campaign”.
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            EPSU affiliates show their appetite for organising and recruitment

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Developing a strategy is essential for unions who want to strengthen their organizing and recruitment work and many of EPSU’s affiliates in Central and Eastern Europe have taken the first steps.
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            Achieving organisational change: embracing organising and recruitment

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU held the 4th webinar of its recruitment and organizing network on 14 April discussing “Union organisational change.
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            EPSUs’ Central European and Western Balkan Constituency of unions: vaccinations, vaccinations...

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The pandemic is causing high numbers of infections, hospitalisations and death in the countries of the constituency.
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            Respect for trade union rights, collective bargaining and social dialogue part of our democratic values – say North East European constituency unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU affiliates of North East Europe expressed their concerns about developments in the region in the online meeting of the North East European constituency on 3 March. They received information about the situation in Armenia, Belarus, Georgia and Ukraine.
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            Organising: recruiting and retaining student members

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU held the third webinar of its recruitment and organizing network on 17 February discussing “Innovative approaches to union recruitment and retention of university students”.
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            The impact of the pandemic on public service workers – meeting over 120 union leaders in Central and Eastern Europe constituencies

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The union leaders met to discuss how the pandemic and the measures to contain it are effecting workers during several events.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            COVID-19

                            Health

                            Recruitment & organising

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Dec. 21, 2020
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Building our unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU’s guide, Building the union – winning for members, provides an introduction of the main issues for unions looking to develop a recruitment and organising strategy and is available in 13 languages.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Recruitment & organising

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Dec. 17, 2020
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                            Second webinar of EPSU’s recruitment and organizing network
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            EPSU Executive discussed strategies to change society and our economy Post-Covid and decided for a Joint Action Day on 23 June 2021

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The impact of the pandemic on health and social services workers is huge.
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            Working with affiliates on recruitment and organising

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (20 November 2020) Over the past two weeks 27 trade union leaders and officers from 10 unions in Moldova and Romania have taken part in a series of organising and recruitment workshops.
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            Constituency Central Europe and Western Balkan: Unions see dramatic increases in COVID19 cases

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Like in other constituencies unions were reporting on the impact of the Corona-virus pandemic on their countries.
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            Webinar explores Innovative approaches to Youth Organising

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On October 23rd, the Recruitment and Organising Network and the Youth Network organized a webinar titled "Do young workers really NOT want to join trade unions".
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            South East European Constituency – unions mobilise to assist workers in the pandemic

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The pandemic is raging in several of the countries in the constituency.
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            North East European Constituency: Impact of the pandemic is leaving deep traces

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The measures to contain the pandemic are leaving deep traces in the countries of North East Europe even though there are large differences.
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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            Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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