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            Committee of the Regions stresses role of public procurement in quality administration

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a recent opinion, the Committee of the Regions supports the view that effective governance of public procurement is an integral part of the quality of public administration across the European Union.
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            EPSU and CEMR discuss public procurement, social fairness package and gender equality

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            These were the main issues discussed at the social dialogue working group meeting that took place of 22 March 2018.
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                            Public procurement is a key priority for the local and regional government sector.
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            Public procurement, digitalization, young workers, equality on the agenda of EPSU committee on Local Government

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A first reflection on the themes and priorities for EPSU’s upcoming Congress in May 2019 was one of the items on the agenda of the local and regional government committee meeting on 19 September in Brussels.
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            European Commission publishes new public procurement package – but not much new on the social!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 3 October the EC published a new procurement package. This contains a number of different elements, including a Communication, a targeted consultation on the woolly concept of ‘innovative’ procurement
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            Fighting for public water: peer reviewed analysis of Right2Water European Citizens’ Initiative

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The first ever successful European Citizens’ Initiative Right to Water and Sanitation continues to draw attention of researchers and others
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            Commission is wrong to promote private sector in EU aid policy – EPSU Op-ed

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commissioner for development and aid is pushing for private sector involvement via PPPs in development and aid policy.
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            Workers and residents affected as more care companies collapse

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            (May 2017) Around 200 workers and the 1100 people they provide care for are the latest victims of private care company bankruptices. The collapse of Hjemmehjælpen Aarhus, the largest private care company in Aarhus, Denmark's second city, is the third private care company bankruptcy in May and the 41st since 2013 when a new tendering system was introduced. The FOA public service union is calling for a change to the system with requirements to monitor professional and management skills, company finances and to protect working conditions.
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            Union turns spotlight on cleaners

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            (April 2017) Beginning this month the municipal services union Kommunal will be investigating the employment and working conditions of cleaners, looking at their employment status, working hours as well as health and safety problems. The union will carry out a survey as well as making workplace visits to talk to workers and assess how they are affected by what are often seen as the main problems facing the sector - the impact of privatisation, lack of control over work - but also good examples where workers do have more control over working time and other working conditions.
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            Union calls for action over lowest cost bids in social care

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            (March 2017) The FOA public services union has called for action to stop low cost bids for social care contracts require quality provision in the tenders. The union reports one recent example where municipalities have chosen a bid from a private company that involves DKK 10,000 less spending per client. The union argues that the situation has lead to bankruptcies as companies realise they can't meet the contract. This impacts on workers' jobs and is a challenge for FOA to ensure private companies sign up to the sector collective agreement.
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            Historic decision on care contracts

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            (March 2017) After years of campaigning, workers in social care might see some respite from the race to the bottom on contract costs and pay. The government has approved an order in council that requires municipalities to adopt fair and equitable rates for home care. This should end the situation where local authorities were issuing tenders which providers could only meet by cutting costs and for workers this meant either losing their job or seeing a massive cut in pay.
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            Quality employment: report of EPSU conference

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (12 January 2017) Over 120 participants from across Europe gathered in Brussels on 10-11 January to debate a wide range of issues related to the quality of employment – how
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            EPSU part of discussions with larger cities on the use of social clauses in public procurement

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Eurocities and the Nantes Metropole organized a larger seminar with 22 city representatives to exchange how cities are engaging in using social clauses in public procurement contracts.
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            ILO Guidelines on Recruitment step forward to address exploitation of migrants workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (12 September 2016) The ILO took a big step forward to protect the rights of migrant workers with the adoption of guidance for fair recruitment, 7 September 2016. The guidelines
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            Report on the EPSU/ETUC Public Procurement Meeting "Socially Responsible Procurement" 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Brief report of ETUC/EPSU workshop on Public Procurement, 21 May 2015
 Introduction Mads Samsing, Chair of EPSU Standing Committee for Local and Regional Government opened the workshops and welcomed all
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1

        
        

        ONLINE Belgium
    

    **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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    Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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