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            National strike to hit ENEL energy company on 8 March

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            EPSU and PSI have sent solidarity greetings to the three union federations – Filctem-Cgil, Flaei- Cisl and Uiltec – in their dispute with the ENEL energy company. The three unions are planning national strike action on 8 March and began a month-long period of industrial action affecting overtime, travel and changes to working hours on 24 February. The unions are angry about the company’s unilateral plans to change working hours arrangements, to outsource operations on the electricity grid, and its refusal to renew the remote work agreement. The three federations argue that the measures will
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                            On the eve of Public Service Day, EPSU hosted an exchange with 15 researchers and representatives of research and campaigning organisations from across Europe.
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            Ambulance, council and water workers back industrial action

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            In three separate disputes, members of the Fórsa and SIPTU trade unions have voted in favour of industrial action. In the ambulance service, SIPTU members voted with a 95% majority to back industrial action following the refusal of management to implement a restructuring plan that had been negotiated with and was fully supported by the union. Meanwhile, SIPTU members in the water sector will take strike action on 7 June unless there is a guarantee that their local authority pay and conditions will be protected when they transfer to a new employer, Uisce Éireann, a new standalone public utility
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                            Back in 2020 EPSU welcomed the publication of Eurodad’s first History RePPPeated – see article - and this 2nd edition provides more useful evidence and examples of the failure of PPPs to provide added value compared to direct public investment and traditional public procurement.
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                            Following years of struggle of domestic workers and the unions, the ILO concluded a convention for domestic workers in 2011.
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            Social partner consultation on role of Social Economy and Action plan

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission intends to publish a social economy action plan in Autumn.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Collective Bargaining

                            Economic Policy

                            Procurement

                            Social Services

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            May. 13, 2021
        
                    
                    
        
                            2021 EPSU Collective Bargaining News May No.10

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Unions in public finance take action over restructuring

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Trade unions representing workers in the public finance directorate (DGFiP) will be taking strike action on 10 May in protest at the continuing restructuring of the organisation and to defend workers’ rights and working conditions. The unions say that 30000 jobs have been cut since 2008 and a long-running process of restructuring has been carried out with digitalisation a key driver. They want a hold on restructuring and relocation and are concerned that the digital transformation and other changes are having a negative impact not just on the workforce but also on the quality of service. The
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            Health and social care: union defends works council but faces fight over dismissals

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            Services union ver.di has successfully fought off attempts by the Nord Residenz care company to shut down the works council. On 27 April, the regional labour court in Bremen in North West Germany ruled against the company’s attempts to dismiss the works council chair and her deputy, expel them from the works council and dissolve the works council itself. Nord Residenz is owned by the French multinational Orpea. Ver.di welcomed the many messages of solidarity support from trade unions across Europe and interventions by the state government and mayor of Bremen. Meanwhile, the union faces a major
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            Unions face up to care home restructuring

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            The impact of the pandemic has led to restructuring of some care homes in the Brussels region where employers are arguing that declining occupation rates and costs of anti-COVID measures are making some homes unviable. The Armonea (Colisée) group has announced plans to close one facility (Sebrechts) with the loss of 108 jobs while unions at the Senior Living Group, part of the Korian multinational, are looking at ways to avoid compulsory redundancies with a range of measures. The unions at the Sebrecht care home have issued a strike notice and there is determination to fight what is seen as a
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            The Role of Social Economy in a fair and sustainable recovery and the future action plan

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Governments have agreed that the social economy enterprises should play a role in the recovery and can benefit from EU funds.
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            Further mobilisation and strike action in the energy sector

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Following mobilisations on 14 and 19 January in protest at restructuring plans affecting the ENGIE and EDF energy companies, trade unions have set dates for further action in February. The four energy unions are planning joint mobilisations on 4, 10 and 11 February to coincide with key debates in parliament. Strike action is planned for the 10th when the head of EDF will be taking part in parliamentary hearing. The unions have also been lobbying MPs, 83 of whom have joined with the unions in sending a letter to the government protesting against the EDF “Hercule” restructuring project.
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            Unions continue to mobilise in energy and health and social care

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            On 19 January trade unions in the energy sector took further action in their campaign against the “Hercule” restructuring project in EDF, the main energy provider in France. EPSU and industriAll Europe sent a joint letter expressing their support for the unions, arguing that the plans pose a major threat to the company, its workers and the provision of energy as a public service. Meanwhile, unions representing health and social care also continued their protests on 12 and 21 January. A key issue is ensuring that pay increases awarded last year cover all health and social care workers
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            EPSU backs strike action in British Gas

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Around 9000 employees of British Gas were due to begin a second sequence of strike action on 22 January following the five-day action that began on 7 January.
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            APE and EPSU meet to discuss water policy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Aqua Publica Europea (APE) and EPSU met to discuss our ongoing cooperation. It was the first meeting with Bernard Van Nuffel since he was elected President of APE. He is also the President of the Brussels water operator, Vivaqua.
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            EPSU working group: strengthening the draft directive on minimum wages

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Thirty-six representatives of EPSU affiliates from 17 countries took part in an online working group on 12 January to discuss the European Commission’s draft directive on adequate minimum wages. This was the third working group meeting following the launch of the Commission’s initiative in January 2020.
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