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            Multinational sidelines union to undercut collective agreement
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                            The VPÖD/SSP union is continuing its long-running dispute with the ISS multinational over the collective agreement covering workers at Geneva airport. The company says that a consultation with employees has produced a majority in favour of a new collective agreement negotiated with a newly formed trade union (PUSH). The VPÖD/SSP has challenged the outcome arguing that employees were in a difficult position as the new collective agreement was better than the individual terms that employees had been offered but worse than the collective agreement negotiated by VPÖD/SSP and terminated by the
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            Demonstration planned in support of cleaning strike
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                            The SSP/VPÖD public services union has organized a demonstration on 2 September in support of the ISS cleaning employees who work at Geneva airport and who have been on strike for over seven weeks. The union is calling for ISS to apply the collective agreement in force at the Swissport company that subcontracted the cleaning. ISS has imposed individual contracts on the workers that means they are between €175 and €1000 a month worse off depending on their length of service. Read more at > SSP/VPÖD (FR)
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            A strike by and for women

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The SGB/USS trade union confederation has expressed its solidarity with the cleaners on strike against the ISS multinational that operates at Geneva airport. The company has ignored two collective agreements reduced pay rates for the cleaners. The SGB/USS has underlined the importance of the dispute and its implications for defending pay and conditions and preventing a spread of wage dumping. The workers have been on strike for five weeks and the latest demonstration in support has been organized for 19 August. [Read more at > VPÖD (DE)->http://www.vpod.ch/aktuell/nachrichten.html] [Read more
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            Cleaners strike to defend collective agreement
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                            Members of the VPÖD-SSP public service union have been on strike for three weeks against attempts by the ISS cleaning company to cut pay. The dispute covers the ISS concession at Geneva Airport where it wants to cut minimum monthly pay from CHF 3658 (€2666) to CHF 3430 (€2500) and to cut the top rate of pay (after 20 years’ service) from CHF 4847 (€3532) to CHF 3550 (€2587). The union argues that ISS has to comply with the longstanding collective agreement at the airport and that the Geneva authorities, that own the airport, should insist on this or ban the company from operating at the
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            Women demonstrate over pension age and childcare
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                            The SSP-VPOD public services union backed the national demonstration on 14 June over childcare provision and proposals to increase the retirement age for women. The union has criticized the federal government for plans to cut back a scheme that has actually increased childcare places in recent years, although there is still a major shortage across the country. [Read more at > SSP-VPOD (FR)->http://www.ssp-vpod.ch/actualites/nouvelles/ansicht/article/14-juin-2010-les-femmes-se-mobilisent-pour-laccueil-des-enfants.html?tx_ttnews[backPid]=34&cHash=cbb0d8e98e] [And at > VPOD-SSP (DE)-> http://www
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            Confederation puts forward national minimum wage proposal

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The SGB/USS trade union confederation has drafted a policy calling for a national minimum wage that it will put to delegates at a meeting on 17 May. The confederation argues that too many workers are not covered by collective agreements. Even though collective agreements can be extended, there are some sectors without collective agreements at all and so this would still leave many workers without pay protection. The union wants a national minimum wage of CHFR 22 (€15) an hour, with the Cantons (regional governments) having the right to implement higher minimum wages if they want to. [Read more
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            Union plans action over childcare workers' pay and conditions

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The VPÖD/SSP public services union is considering what action it can take to improve the pay and conditions of childcare workers. It argues that the responsibilities and physical strains of the job are not properly recognised. The union notes the success of ver.di last year in its campaign to win higher pay and improved working conditions for childcare workers and meetings at the end of April in Zürich and Bern will discuss strategy with contributions from colleagues in ver.di. [Read more at > VPOD (DE)->http://www.vpod.ch/aktuell/nachrichten/ansicht/article/kitas-unsere-arbeit-ist-mehr-wert
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            Union campaigns for increased health service training

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The VPÖD/SSP public service union is campaigning for a substantial increase in funding for healthcare training. The latest step in the campaign is a resolution going to the federal government calling for annual additional funding of 90m CHF (€62m) and co-ordination between the federal and cantonal (regional) authorities. VPÖD/SSP estimates that at the moment an additional 4,600 people need to be trained to fill the growing shortfall in trained personnel that threatens the quality of healthcare across the country. [Read more at > VPOD/SSP (DE)->http://www.vpod.ch/aktuell/nachrichten/ansicht
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            Public service union backs pay gap campaign 

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The VPOD public service union is supporting the 1:12 initiative launched by the Young Socialists. The campaign is aimed at stopping the growing gap between the low paid and the high paid and proposes a limit so that the highest paid person in an organisation gets no more than 12 times the salary of the lowest paid. VPOD says that this is already an element of pay systems in some parts of the public sector with the pay structure at the City of Zürich limiting the top of its 18-grade pay system to 4.5 times the level of pay at the bottom. [Read more at > VPOD (DE)->http://www.vpod.ch/aktuell
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            Gender pay gap widens in federal government

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The VPÖD public service union has expressed concern about the latest statistics that show a widening of the gender pay gap among lower pay federal government workers. While there is some evidence of the pay gap narrowing among higher pay workers, the gap at lower levels rose from 6.7% in 2006 to 9.3% in 2008. Figures for local and cantonal (regional) government are not yet available but there past evidence has revealed a wider pay gap than at federal level. [Read more at > VPÖD (DE)->http://www.vpod.ch/aktuell/nachrichten/ansicht/article/lohnschere-oeffnet-sich-im-unteren-bereich.html?tx
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            Cleaners win better pay and conditions
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                            Earlier this year cleaners working at the federal parliament took strike action to prevent their jobs being outsourced. Now, following negotiations, they have won improved pay and conditions. There will be a higher starting rate for cleaners with experience and the VPOD union believes this is an important recognition of the work done by cleaners. There will also be improved training provision for them and in future they will be able to carry over some additional hours rather than just losing any overtime hours that they have worked. [Read more at > VPOD (DE)->http://www.vpod.ch/aktuell
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            Hospital workers mobilise over pay and conditions

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            Over 300 health workers took to the streets of Fribourg in a campaign to secure an increase in shift premia for night work. The SSP public service union wants to see hospitals honour the minimum legal requirements of a 10% addition for night work and full compensation for on-call duties but also is claiming a 20% allowance for night work in line with practice in most other cantons (regions). Read more at > SSP (FR)
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            30,000 demonstrate over crisis and public services

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The VPOD/SSP public services federation took part in the demonstration of over 30,000 people in Bern on 21 September. Trade unions had organised the march in protest at attempts by employers and the government to make workers pay for the crisis. The VPOD/SSP stressed the need to maintain public services particularly at a time of recession and called for measures to improve public services such as an investment in improved childcare. [Read more at > VPOD (DE)->http://www.vpod.ch/aktuell/nachrichten/ansicht/article/eindrueckliche-gewerkschaftsdemo-30-000-in-bern.html?tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=34
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            Employees of Zürich canton demonstrate over changes to pay
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                            The VPOD public service trade union joined other unions in a demonstration on 10 September in protest at the proposals by the Zürich canton to make changes to the wage system covering employees in the regional authority, local health service and university. The changes would mean no general pay increases but only bonuses for individuals. The unions believe this will lead to greater inequality. Read more at > VPOD (DE)
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            Union calls for shorter hours and more jobs

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            Criticising the tax cuts of recent years, the VPOD/SSP public services union is calling for more jobs to be created in the public sector with shorter working hours and longer holidays for public service employees. The union argues that working hours in the public sector are longer than most other sectors while annual leave is shorter. It also maintains that increased workloads in the public sector justify an expansion in employment rather than any contraction forced by tax cuts. The VPOD/SSP is calling above all for an expansion in training for health workers in order to meet the increasing
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