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            Solidarity with workers in Ukraine and Belarus

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Not being able to travel due to the war between Russia and Ukraine, Yuri Pizhuk the chair of Ukrainian State workers and of the constituency spoke via a video chat with unions leaders of North East Europe in EPSU.
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            Central Europe – Western Balkan unions express solidarity with Hungarian childcare workers action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Hungarian childcare workers are demanding negotiations with the government on a new pay structure with the government.
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                            2023 January EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.1

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Average pay increase of 14% for unionised health workers 

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Lithuania


        

                
                
        
                            The LSADPS health workers’ union reports that its members in public health will benefit from pay rises of around 14% from the beginning of this month. This is based on the collective agreement negotiated by the LSADPS and eight other health sector trade unions in 2021 and updated in October of last year. Along with higher basic pay there are increases to the coefficients on which salaries are based and these will apply to the members of the trade unions that have signed the agreement. The average increase for all health staff will be around 8%.
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            Europe’s unions speaking out against fascism and the extreme-right in Rome

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            About a year ago on 9 October neo-fascists broke away from an anti-vaxx demonstration.
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                            2022 October EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.21

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Confederations coordinate national protests over cost-of-living crisis

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Czech Republic

  
                            

      





  Slovak Republic


        

                
                
        
                            The trade union confederations of the Czech and Slovak Republics – CMKOS and KOZ – have called national demonstrations on 8 October to call for action to tackle the cost-of-living crisis. They argue that their respective governments need to undertake urgent measures to support households in the face of soaring inflation and particularly high energy costs. They want to see increases in wages in general and particularly minimum wages and assurance that government budgets will include provisions to cover pay rises in public services.
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            Northeast European group of unions cover many problems

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The unions listened to the update of the Ukrainian union leaders on how the continued aggression of the Russian Federation is causing devastation in Ukraine.
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            Central European/Western Balkan unions discuss cost of living, prepare for Congress

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The union leaders exchanged information on the increasing cost of living and the union actions to improve pay for workers and to ensure people can meet those costs.
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            Health union expresses concern over health ministry approach to pay

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Slovak Republic


        

                
                
        
                            The SOZZASS health workers’ union has expressed concern over the way that the health ministry is addressing health workers’ pay and its failure so far to undertake proper negotiations with the unions. In its latest announcement the ministry has indicated its willingness to increase pay for nurses and refers to bringing average nurses’ pay up from 89% to 100% of average earnings. While SOZZASS welcomes a commitment to increase pay for nurses it says that this should be as the result of collective bargaining and that all health workers deserve a pay rise.
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            Public service workers set to get two pay rises in 2023

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Slovak Republic


        

                
                
        
                            The KOZ trade union confederation reports that collective agreements for state and public service workers have been negotiated for the period 1.1.2023-31.8.2024. Basic salary scales will increase by 7% from 1 January 2023 and by a further 10% from 1 September 2023. Amendments to higher-level collective agreements for 2022 provide civil and public servants with a one-off payment of €500 in August. Pay increases for health workers are still being negotiated. The latest collective agreements also include a range of social benefits, not least a reduction of working time for public employees
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            Federations send joint protest letter to Achema management

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Lithuania


        

                
                
        
                            EPSU and industriAll Europe have sent a joint letter of protest to bosses at the Achema chemicals plant in Lithuania. They have called on the management to end anti-union activity and return to the negotiating table to resolve a dispute over pay and a new collective agreement. The local union, part of the LPPSF union affiliated to both EPSU and industriAll, took strike action in February – the first private sector strike in Lithuania for 30 years – but had to suspend the action when the government declared a state of emergency because of the war in Ukraine.
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            EPSU and industriAll in joint challenge to Lithuanian company's anti-union actions 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and industriAll Europe have sent a joint letter to the management of the AB Achema factory in Lithuania protesting at its anti-union activity and failure to resolve a dispute over pay and collective bargaining.
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            EU to do more to support health and social care sector and refugees in Central Europe and Western Balkans

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Union representatives condemned the invasion of Ukraine by Russian troops 24 February.
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            Unions in Northeastern Europe express solidarity with Ukrainian workers and people

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Fighting continues after the Russian army invaded Ukraine. The Ukrainian unions thank all for the messages of solidarity and support. It is now important to turn that in concrete assistance. The financial support via the ETUC/ITUC solidarity fund remains important.
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            Strikers under pressure in unprecedented action

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Lithuania


        

                
                
        
                            EPSU has sent solidarity greetings to its affiliate, the Industrial workers federation of Lithuania, which began an indefinite strike in the fertilizers and industrial chemicals company Achema on 8 February. This is thought to be the first strike in the country in the private sector in 30 years and the union reports that the 600 strikers have been put under considerable pressure by the company. The union is demanding an end to labour rights violations, a collective agreement, pay increase, and the creation of a climate of dialogue and information and consultation.
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            Union organises first strike in private sector in Lithuania – calling for support

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Industrial workers federation of Lithuania, affiliated to EPSU, has started an indefinite strike in the fertilizers and industrial chemicals factory on 8 February.
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1

        
        

        ONLINE Belgium
    

    **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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            Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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