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            Union highlights importance of staffing levels in childcare

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            The FOA public services union has warned of the consequences of failing to maintain minimum staffing levels in childcare. It says that a survey of parents using childcare already reveals that 18% of parents have been affected by falling standards and reduced opening hours. FOA also quotes a television documentary that highlights the benefits to children of ensuring the minimum level of one childcare teacher per six children. Apart from the benefits to children the union also highlights the loss in tax revenue as the impact of fewer childcare places and reduced opening times equates to 5000
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                            On 1 October over 60 trade union representatives from 22 countries took part in a lively conference in Brussels on the European Semester - the European Union's annual process of economic and social policy coordination.
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            Care workers in action – demanding respect and decent pay

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today thousands of care workers across France have been taking strike action in the eldercare sector.
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            Better pay, training and career development for childcare workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Younion, representing municipal workers in Austria has launched a petition calling for support for childcare workers in the Lower Austria region.
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            Childcare workers now affected by bankruptcies

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            (January 2017) Employees at the Naturfidusen private childcare provider were not paid in December as the company went bankrupt. Public services union FOA also reported that another private care company had gone bankrupt taking the total to 36 since 2013. The union is concerned that increased pressure on municipalities to outsource these services will lead to more bankruptcies and more disruption and uncertainty for care workers.
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