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      Fighting for the rights of migrants and asylum-seekers


Migration has major implications for public services not least because of the significant contribution of migrant workers to the provision of public services in many European countries. Thousands of public service employees across Europe work in areas related to migrations and asylum-seeking. Unfortunately, the European and national response to asylum-seekers has often fallen pitifully short of what should be expected from one of the wealthiest regions in the world and EPSU has been arguing hard for a change of approach, criticising the European Union’s policies which continue to focus on tightening borders, pushing back refugees and outsourcing asylum duties to third countries. EPSU, along with PSI, has also been calling for an end to privatisation and increased public investment in the public services that are vital to ensure the safe and effective integration of migrants and asylum-seekers into society. This briefing, prepared for EPSU's 2019 Congress provides some background on EPSU's activities in this area. 
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            EPSU joins call for enforcement of digital rules for Big Tech

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EU Digital Markets Act (DMA) came into effect 7 March 2024. Its aim is to limit abuse of market power of the big tech companies like Google, Apple, Microsoft, Amazon, Bytedance (tiktok).
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            EPSU Social Services Working Group discuss labour shortages, legislative developments and European Work Councils

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 27 February 48 participants gathered in Brussels for the Social Services Working Group to discuss, among other things, European Works Councils in the care sector, staffing levels and digital care platforms.
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            Schmit reassures social partners for central governments their digitalisation agreement is in friends’ hands

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a meeting held at the Berlaymont on 19 February, Commissioner Schmit welcomed the EU sectoral agreement on digitalisation and the signatory social partners’ request to implement it through EU legislation.
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            EPSU joins civil society demanding better safeguards in the European Health Data Space

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As negotiations in trilogue between the European Parliament and Council are nearing conclusion EPSU joint a group of civil society organisations demanding better safe guards for data of patients.
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            EPSU concerned about Big Tech companies dominating EHDS

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The trilogue negotiations between Council and Parliament on the European Health Data Space (EHDS) Regulation are in their final stages.
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            EPSU joins demand to Data Protection Boards to say No to META’s proposal ‘Pay or Okay’ 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A group of 28 organisations have asked the European Data Protection Board to rule against the request of META for a "Pay or Okay" approach.
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            The human touch: can carebots replace human empathy and compassion?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report commissioned by EPSU - 'Carebots' and the care crisis - explores questions of how technology is affecting elderly care homes and what it means for care work now and in the future.
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            European Health Data Space cannot compromise on patient data privacy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU joined fourteen other organisations from across Europe to call on European Health Data Space negotiators to uphold fundamental rights for European citizens in the regulation.
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            Right to disconnect: implement the EU social partners agreement in Central Government Administrations

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Speaking at an event on the Right to Disconnect hosted by the S&amp;D Group in the European Parliament, EPSU General Secretary Jan Willem Goudriaan reiterated the urgent need to make the right to disconnect a reality.
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            Ministry of Justice negotiations begin with working groups
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                            After lengthy strike action by Ministry of Justice staff through 2023, trade unions, including the FSC-CCOO and UGT-SP, are now sitting down with ministry officials to try to resolve some of the main areas of dispute. The FSC-CCOO was disappointed at an early stage when its proposals for the remit of two working groups were rejected. The federation wanted one to discuss a general pay increase and other issues and the working group on the efficiency law to discuss working conditions and not just job functions. The FSC-CCOO also raised a number of other issues it wants to see on the negotiating
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            Research exposes digital threat to workers’ health and well-being
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                            The European Trade Union Institute (ETUI) has published research covering all EU member states which warns of the impact of computerised systems on work. Potential negative effects include more unpredictable, hectic and intense work rhythms, the encroachment of paid work beyond its boundaries, longer working hours and a poorer work-life balance. The report also explores the differences in terms of job demands and resources between digitalised and non-digitalised work environments in similar jobs. The ETUI says that while the digital revolution tends to be associated with various positive
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                            Platform workers are often wrongly classified as self-employed. Thus they are deprived of basic rights and social protection.
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            Reaffirming Migrants’ Right to Health

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public Services International (PSI) and the European Public Service Union (EPSU) mark International Migrants Day by strongly reaffirming the right to healthcare for all migrants regardless of legal status.
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            Artificial intelligence act – risks for all remain high

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            With the increase in the use of artificial intelligence systems and especially so-called General Purpose Artificial Intelligence like ChatGTP, regulating the use of such systems in society and in the work place is crucial to protect us from unwanted consequences.
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            European Health Data Space enters trilogue negotiations

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Parliament has voted in Plenary to approve its position on the European Health Data Space and enter into trilogue negotiations.
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