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            European Parliamentary rightwing backs Big Pharma – disappointing

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPP, Renew and others on the right have voted (once again) to protect the interests of big business over those of workers, patients and people.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Health

                            Transparency & Corruption

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Feb. 15, 2024
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            EPSU supports MEPs’ call to ban Amazon lobbyists from the European Parliament

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over 30 trade unions and NGOs have joined MEPs in urging the European Parliament to revoke Amazon lobbyists' access.
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            Reducing working time: A series of case studies from across Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has launched a series of case studies to explore how trade unions across Europe are addressing working time reduction. This month, the focus is on Iceland
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            Progress in youth care negotiations but offer awaited in health

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV and other trade unions have suspended their industrial action and mobilisations in the youth care sector pending negotiations on the basis of an improved pay offer from the employers. This involves a pay increase of 8% on 1 January 2024 and 1.25% on 1 July 2024 with an additional lump sum of €400. There would then be a 3% increase for 2025 and inflation compensation to a maximum of 2.25%, if inflation is higher than 3%. The minimum wage will rise to €15 per hour and the working-from-home allowance to €3 per day. This compares to the previous offer of a 6.7% increase and additional 2%
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            Open letter to European commission on respect for ECIs

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU signed an urgent appeal to the European Commission to respect the European Citizens’ Initiative as a contribution to European democracy together with over 70 other organisations.
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            People over polluters rally organised by the Fossil Free Politics coalition

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Fossil Free Politics coalition launched its People over Polluters declaration at a rally in Brussels in front of the European Commission.
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            EPSU joins over 50 organisations calling on the Commission to protect digital democracy in the European elections

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Manipulation of social media platforms is a big risk in elections such as the European one in June 2024.
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            Abuse and exploitation in Romanian private care facilities

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Earlier this month, the Romanian state attorney's office confirmed horrifying accusations of abuse and exploitation in privately run care facilities.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Social Services

                            Transparency & Corruption

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jun. 27, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Public Service Day 2023: Juliet Schor on public services, working time reduction, and the path to fundamental change

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU welcomed Prof. Juliet Schor, a distinguished economist and sociologist, for a thought-provoking webinar on 22 June to mark United Nations Public Service Day.
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            Webinar with Juliet Schor: Fundamental change, the role of public services and working time reduction 22 June 15:00

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU is pleased to welcome Prof. Juliet Schor on 22 June to a webinar on the occasion of UN Public Services Day, 23 June, 2023.
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            EPSU asks government of Republic of Srpska (Bosnia-Herzegovina) to withdraw amendments that criminalises critique

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Following discussion in the EPSU Constituency meeting for Central Europe and Western Balkan, we sent a letter to the government of the republic of Srpska to withdraw amendments to the criminal code.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Solidarity

                            Transparency & Corruption

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Feb. 14, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            First meeting of the year for the EU social partners for central governments: whistleblowers’ protection, digitalisation, violence and harassment on the agenda

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            At their meeting on 8 February, the EU social partners, EUPAE and TUNED, finalized and adopted a statement calling for an effective transposition of the EU directive on whistleblowers’ protection in central or federal governments
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            Report recommends shorter working hours and great flexibility
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                            The International Labour Organisation has published a new report on working time and work-life balance that reviews working hours and working time arrangements and their effects on workers' work-life balance. It finds that over one-third of all workers are regularly working more than 48 hours per week, while a fifth of the global workforce is at the opposite end of the spectrum working short (part-time) hours less than 35 per week. The report concludes with a summary of the key findings which suggest the need to promote reduced working time and offer flexible working time arrangements, such as
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            EPSU on Qatar-gate

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As a corruption scandal rocks the European Parliament, implicating a vice-President, several MEP assistants as well as NGOs, EPSU recalls the longstanding demands of trade unions and campaign groups for more transparency and tighter controls on lobbying.
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            Union welcomes positive outcomes of 4-day week pilot

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            The results of a pilot project on the 4-day week involving a range of companies in Ireland show the potential for how a shorter working week can contribute to a better work-life balance and increased well-being for workers. The pilot was backed by the Fórsa public services union which welcomed the results and the fact that the employers in the project were all planning to continue the 4-day week arrangements. Alongside the benefits for workers, particularly women, there were also mainly positive results in terms of productivity, company revenues and some savings on energy costs. The 4-day week
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1

        
        

        ONLINE Belgium
    

    **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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    Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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