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            Firefighters and health workers mobilise

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Trade unions representing firefighters and health and social care workers mobilised across the country on 15 October as part of their continuing campaigns to defend jobs and services. The joint protests called for an end to privatisation, more funding for services and increased pay as proper recognition of the hardship and risks involved in these vital areas of public service. Further action is planned for 14 November.
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            French firefighters demand more staffing, higher pay, and better possibilities for career development

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Firefighting organisations are on strike today in France, in continued demand for better working conditions and increased funding.
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            The "Working time" directive must be applied to all firefighters in France

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In view of the question from Mrs Sander (2019/2806 (RSP)) that is tabled for discussion in the European Parliament on Thursday 19 September 2019, EPSU stresses that the working time directive and subsequent case law must apply to all firefighters in France, whether they have professional or volunteer status.
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            Firefighters on strike over jobs and pay

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Seven trade union organisations, including the CGT, CFDT, FO and UNSA, representing 85% of all firefighters have been taking strike action to demand improvements in pay and for a significant increase in jobs. The joint actions began in June and are running until the end of August. The unions want to see the withdrawal of legislation on public service reform and a number of other measures to improve pay, health and safety, pensions and trade union rights. A key demand is an increase in recruitment on statutory conditions. There are 40000 professional firefighters. This is the same number as in
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  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            As reported by the newsletter in March, the municipal workers' union Kommunal has been negotiating a new agreement with the SKL employers' organisation to cover work during major emergencies. This initiative was taken following last summer's spate of forest fires. The agreement was finally signed at the end of June. It provides for an additional 120% of pay for each hour worked during the crisis and there is 150% for emergency overtime. There is a special procedure for determining what counts as a crisis. The agreement replaces the requirements of the Working Hours Act and will apply to all
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            Le droit européen est clair : la directive « Temps de travail » doit être appliquée pour l’ensemble des sapeurs-pompiers en France

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            La cour de justice de l’Union européenne rappelle comment la directive 2003/88/CE concernant l'aménagement du temps de travail doit être appliquée pour les sapeurs-pompiers.
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            Statement of solidarity with Miguel and migrants - Saving lives is not a crime

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and PSI stand in solidarity with their British firefighters’ affiliate, FBU, in its protest against the prosecution of Spanish firefighter Miguel Roldán for rescuing, as a volunteer on a NGO rescue ship, thousands of people from drowning in the Mediterranean sea.
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            EPSU supports firefighters against misuse of their work

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU stands firmly with the Italian firefighters in affirming that what happened on Monday in Brembate (Italy) is unacceptable.
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            Union secures major pay improvements for part-time firefighters

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            The Kommunal municipal workers' union has negotiated a new agreement covering part-time firefighters which includes significant improvements in pay and allowances that acknowledge the importance of this group of workers and the massive demands made on them recently as a result of widespread forest fires. There is a 30% increase for those working additional shifts, equivalent to SEK 1475 (EUR 137) a week. There is also extra pay for those on call during summer months and higher pay for longer shifts. There is also 5% addition on the extra payment for their first hour of work.
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            Firefighters protest over careers, pensions and working time

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            The STAL and STML unions representing firefighters organised a protest in Lisbon on 16 April outside the Interior Ministry. The main concerns for the unions are about government proposals to reform the career structure for firefighters and to reduce retirement benefits. Other issues relate to payments for oncall time, 12-hour shifts and implementation of a pay structure that the two unions negotiated with the ministry. The unions have been frustrated by the government's reluctance to negotiate, delaying and then postponing a meeting due on 2 April.
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            Working towards a better prevention and protection of those working with hazardous drugs

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 7 March 2019 EPSU participated in a roundtable of more than 40 participants in the European Parliament on the prevention of exposure to hazardous drugs in the healthcare sector in Europe.
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            Unions look to negotiate collective agreement covering disaster work

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            The municipal workers' union Kommunal, along with other public service unions, is seeking to negotiate a collective agreement to clarify the conditions that apply to workers dealing with disasters. The union says that last year's forest fires required a massive response from the emergency services, particularly fire and rescue, and there was lack of clarity over how to apply certain rules, particularly those relating to working time and overtime. The union believes that a specific agreement should help and could apply to other groups of workers who may be affected such as those in the health
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            Firefighters demand greater protection from exposure to carcinogens, mutagens and reprotoxics

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Several studies show that public authorities and employers are falling short on their responsibility to sufficiently protect firefighters from the risk of exposure to carcinogens, mutagens and reprotoxics (CMRs).
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            Firefighters continue action with national protest

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            A national demonstration by firefighters took place on 14 January as they continued their campaign against unilateral action by the government to change their employment conditions. This follows the strike that ran from 19 December to 2 January (see previous epsucob@NEWS). The unions involved argue that the proposed changes undermine career development in the fire service and retirement rights. They are particularly angry that the government has attempted to introduce the changes without any consultation or negotiation.
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            Firefighters strike to defend pay and conditions

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            Firefighters, members of the STAL and STML trade unions, took strike action from 18 December to 2 January in protest at government plans to change the statutes covering their pay, retirement and other conditions. The unions not only reject the proposed changes but are angry that the government aimed to implement them without any consultation or negotiation with the unions. The unions have made a series of demands related to protecting basic pay and ensuring appropriate payments for on-call and overtime work as well as allowances for dangerous and arduous conditions. They are also seeking
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