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            Quality public services vital to reach Europe’s industrial ambitions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The reform of the European economic governance rules threatens quality public services and undermines Europe’s industrial ambitions.
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            Unions push for better pay and conditions for firefighters
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                            The SINTAP and STAL trade unions have called for a wide range of improvements to the pay and conditions of both public sector and voluntary firefighters. SINTAP members joined a lobby of the government on 1 February and set out their demands, including updating of various allowances covering risk, hardship and permanent availability; revision of the Staff Statute of Professional Firefighters of Local Administration; updating pay scales – (not done since 2002, with exception of the annual increases resulting from the State Budget); and revision of retirement age. Meanwhile, STAL has been making
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            Public Services and the Single Market – Letta report

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and other key stakeholders addressed Enrico Letto, the author of the forthcoming report on the future of the single market, in a Belgian Presidency conference held in Liege on 8 February, 2024.
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            Asbestos in buildings: EU Commission will publish initiative following Unions’ pressure

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission promised, back in 2022, to publish a legislative initiative on the screening of buildings from asbestos.
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            EPSU says no to Council proposing 100 billion Euros of cuts in public spending

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission, European Parliament and the Council of Ministers start negotiations on the reform of the economic governance rules. The Council adopted its mandate at the end of 2023.
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            EPSU message of solidarity to union action day in Northern Ireland

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public service unions are in strikes and rallies 18 January in Northern Ireland. EPSU has sent a message of solidarity.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Collective Bargaining

                            Solidarity

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Dec. 19, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Reaffirming Migrants’ Right to Health

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public Services International (PSI) and the European Public Service Union (EPSU) mark International Migrants Day by strongly reaffirming the right to healthcare for all migrants regardless of legal status.
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                            EPSU publishes our key priorities for the European elections. Much more than a list of demands, EPSU first and foremost calls for a stronger commitment from the EP to protect and promote the democratic values and solidarity mechanisms that have shaped the European project.
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            Human Rights Day: new EPSU report marks ten years of Right2Water

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As the world observes Human Rights Day on December 10th, EPSU launched a new report commemorating the ten-year milestone of the Right2Water European Citizens Initiative (ECI), a groundbreaking movement that placed access to water at the forefront of the European political agenda.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Privatisation

                            Water

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Nov. 20, 2023
        
                    
                    
        
                            2023 November EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No. 23

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Union wins 10-year campaign on workplace cancers affecting firefighters

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            The FOA trade union has welcomed the decision of the labour market insurance body to recognise that there is sufficient evidence of a causal link between firefighting and two types of cancer: bladder cancer and mesothelioma. The first is linked to exposure to soot and related chemicals (PAHs) and the second linked to exposure to asbestos. This means that firefighters affected by the two serious illnesses will be able to have them recognised as occupational injuries. FOA is not only pleased that its 10-year campaign has led to the change of practice but it also means that previously rejected
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            EPSU congratulates the new President and General Secretary of Public Services International (PSI)

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The PSI Congress elected Danny Bertossa to General Secretary and Britta Lejon to President of PSI. The vote was unanimous.
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            Asbestos Directive: mandatory decontamination a win for firefighters

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the European Parliament voted on the deal agreed with Member States on the revision of the Directive on Protecting Workers from Asbestos.
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            EPSU joins EU Blue Deal event to advocate for Right to Water

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Amid growing concerns about water scarcity and the urgent need for sustainable water management, EPSU participated in a recent event titled ‘EU Blue Deal — a plan for the future of our water.’
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            EPSU puts firefighters' concerns at the heart of European debate

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On September 7th, 2023, EPSU met with the European Commission's Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (DG ECHO) to discuss the pressing need for improved coordination of joint firefighting operations.
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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    Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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