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            The Future is Public – Dutch and Turkish unions discussing public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Unions from the Turkish confederations KESK and DISK and the Dutch union FNV exchanged strategies to oppose the privatisation and commercialisation of public services.
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            Solidarity with Ukrainian workers and people – EPSU unions in South East Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The recent Southeast European constituency meeting was dominated by two topics: the war in Ukraine and the increased prices for energy and other products.
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            Turkish trade unions raise concerns about high inflation and lagging compensation for workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Inflation is rampant in Turkey. Pay increases do not keep pace and many workers are impoverished.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Economic Policy

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Sep. 16, 2021
        
                    
                    
        
                            2021 EPSU Collective Bargaining News September No.18

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Confederation organises strike protest over collective agreement

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Türkiye


        

                
                
        
                            On 27 August the KESK public services confederation organised a national strike in protest at the collective agreement signed by the government and the Memur Sen trade union. KESK has a range of key demands which the agreement fails to address and is angry that it was shut out of the negotiations. The confederation argues that the pay rises foreseen in the agreement are inadequate to ensure protection against inflation and it doesn’t include any measures to deal with employment security, workplace democracy or the right to proper collective bargaining. EPSU sent a solidarity message.
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            Solidarity with Turkish Public service workers on strike for higher pay, better conditions and more workplace democracy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Turkish Public Services Confederation KESK and its affiliates are on strike 27 August. EPSU supports the strike and the demands of the unions for decent wages and fair working conditions.
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            Confederation sets off on long march to highlight bargaining demands
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                            The KESK public sector confederation has rejected the offer made by the government for public sector wide pay increases in 2022 and 2023. The Ministry of Labour offered increases of 5% and 6% in 2022 and two increases of 6% in 2023 with further adjustments for inflation. However, KESK has already highlighted the extent to which public sector pay has fallen behind inflation (currently over 17%) and it also questions whether the official inflation figure really reflects living costs for most workers. However, the confederation is also disappointed that the public sector pay talks fail to address
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            Confederation sets out main bargaining demands 
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                            The KESK public sector confederation has set out its main demands for the public sector negotiations that started at the beginning of August. The priority will be restoring the 8.5% loss in purchasing power for public sector workers over the last two years and along with a further increase to cover inflation that the confederation estimates to be higher than 50% in contrast to the official figure of just over 30%. The other key demands include ending privatisation, increasing public investment and public employment, reducing working time and strengthening job security. KESK also wants action



                    

    


        
                                    
              Read more at

                  
        
                            KESK

                    

    


            
        S


    




    


    
        
            May. 28, 2021
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Turkish trade unionists arrested – EPSU asks for their immediate release

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the early morning hours of 25 May, 8 trade union leaders of the Turkish Health and social service workers union SES were arrested in their homes.
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            Turkish and Dutch unions discuss resistance to privatisation and commercialisation of public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Turkish unions in DISK (like Genel-Is and Devrim Saglik-Is) and KESK (SES, Tum-bel-Sen) and the Dutch FNV met to discuss the impact of outsourcing, privatisation and commercialisation of public services.
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            European Parliament:  concerned about anti-union discrimination and adopts critical report on situation in Turkey

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            There are grave concerns in the European Parliament on the backsliding on the rule of law and fundamental rights in Turkey.
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            EPSU Executive Committee condemns the attempts of Turkey, Poland and other leaders and governments that have exploited this period of pandemic to restrict women’s rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Statement adopted by the EPSU Executive Committee, 7-8 April 2021
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                            We are not “your” women, we are human beings deserving a life free from violence.
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            The impact of the pandemic on public service workers – meeting over 120 union leaders in Central and Eastern Europe constituencies

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The union leaders met to discuss how the pandemic and the measures to contain it are effecting workers during several events.
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            Turkey: campaigning for health workers’ safety

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The SES health workers’ union yesterday (1 February) launched the second week of a campaign calling for action on health and safety for all health workers.
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            Confederations unite in opposition to labour law changes

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Türkiye


        

                
                
        
                            The three trade union confederations, TÜRK-İŞ, HAK-İŞ and DİSK, have issued a joint statement condemning new proposals for more flexible labour law. The provisions would allow for a wider use of temporary contracts and discriminate specifically against workers aged under 25 or over 50. The changes would also promote more part-time working. The confederations are particularly concerned about the impact on rights to severance pay, pensions and social security and are calling for a withdrawal of the draft legislation. They have strongly criticised the attempt to push through the legislation with
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1

        
        

        ONLINE Belgium
    

    **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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            Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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