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            Public Services and the Single Market – Letta report

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and other key stakeholders addressed Enrico Letto, the author of the forthcoming report on the future of the single market, in a Belgian Presidency conference held in Liege on 8 February, 2024.
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            Unions across Europe stand in #SolidarityWithSES

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU’s call for solidarity with the SES Union (Türkiye) was widely responded to by affiliate unions before the trial.
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            Unions step up campaign on rights to strike and protest

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            The three main trade union confederations – ACV/CSC, ABVV/FGTB and ACLVB/CGSLB – are taking further steps to defend trade union rights and particularly the rights to strike and protest. They will be joining other civil society and campaigning organisations on 5 October in a national demonstration against the Van Quickenborne law which will make it increasingly difficult to organise protests. The unions have already challenged attacks on trade union rights and particularly legal action taken against trade union strikers and protestors in the recent long-running Delhaize dispute in the retail
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            EPSU calls for solidarity with Turkish unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The leaders and members of the SES Union will be in court next week due to their trade union activities.
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  Türkiye


        

                
                
        
                            The KESK public services confederation argues that this month’s negotiations on public sector pay and conditions have failed to deliver any significant improvements. On the central issue of pay there is no agreement at all and the issue is now in arbitration. Meanwhile, the confederation says that many union demands have not been addressed with no measures proposed on tackling precarious employment, on addressing harassment and discrimination, no measures on fairer tax and nothing to improve pensions. Meanwhile, the Genel-İş local government union has signed a new collective agreement with the
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                            Negotiations covering over six million public sector employees and pensioners began on 1 August with trade unions from the KESK confederation the main, independent trade unions involved in the process. KESK has set out its key demands which include above all a change to the system to ensure that it guarantees a proper process of collective bargaining, with trade unions entitled to resort to strike action, if necessary. Other key demands include an end to precarious employment and sub-contracting, raising the minimum wage of public sector workers above the poverty line, increasing the minimum
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            Work for a European NGO and want to know your rights?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Here’s a guide in English, created by FairCSOs and the Belgian Unions, with the support of EPSU. The guide is meant to help you navigate the Belgian system and your basic rights.
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                            The former co-chair of the SES Union from Turkey was released after almost one year in prison. An international trade union delegation including EPSU Senior Vice-President Françoise Geng was following the hearing.
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            Workers take to the streets to defend the right to strike and to support Delhaize strikers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A massive demonstration with over 25,000 people was organised by the three Belgian trade union confederations (ACV-CSC, FGTB-ABVV and CGSLB-ACVLV) to protest attacks on the rights to strike, demonstrate and picket.
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            Confederations build for joint national protest in defence of union rights

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            The three trade union confederations – ACV/CSC, ABVV/FGTB and ACLVB/CGLSB are organising a national demonstration on 22 May in protest against increasing anti-union actions by employers and the authorities. The coordinated action is prompted by the conflict in the Delhaize supermarket chain where unions have been striking and campaigning against the company’s plans to franchise all its stores, posing a major threat to jobs and working conditions. Unions have been met with a hardline response from both the employer and aggressive tactics from the police. The confederations are concerned that
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            Childcare workers take to streets over pay, jobs and funding

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            A trade union alliance involving the CNE, CSC Services Publics, CGSP, SETCA, CGSLB and SLPF coordinated a demonstration in Brussels on 26 April to raise concerns about the state of childcare provision. The protest involved a delegation meeting with the minister for children and health in the Brussels-Wallonia Federation with demands to tackle the long-standing problems of understaffing and precarious work and to prevent the extension of private, for-profit provision across the sector. The union were supported by non-profit providers in the sector.
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            South East European Constituency and solidarity with people in Turkey

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            We stood in silence to express our solidarity and sympathy for the people in Turkiye. Our comrades suffered such great loss in the tragedy of the earthquake of 6 February.
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            EPSU and unions stand with Turkish unionists facing trial

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            We want our comrades free, was the message of an international union delegation that attended a hearing in the trial against leadership of the health workers union SES.
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            Public service unions coordinate week of action

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            The three main federations in the public services – ACV/CSC, CGSP/ACOD and SLPF/VSOA – have called for a week of action from 6 to 10 March to highlight the staffing and funding crisis facing all parts of the sector. The federations will be coordinating a series of actions with calls to strengthen public services with more public investment and funding and end the push for privatisation. They also want to see improvements to pay and conditions to make public services more attractive to work in and especially to stop the attacks on public service pensions. Finally, the federations want to see



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Feb. 07, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            EPSU is with the Turkish workers and communities hit hard by the earthquake of 6 February 2023

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            An earthquake hit Turkey and Syria at 2:17 a.m. on 6th February. The damage is enormous, and the death toll keeps rising, standing at over 4800.
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