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      Health and Social Services (HSS) is a large and diverse sector that encompasses a wide range of services including hospitals, child care, community health services, social work and care homes for older and disabled people. EPSU represents health and social services workers across Europe, including nurses, health care assistants, midwives, doctors, elderly and child care workers, social workers, laboratory staff, hospital cleaners and medical secretaries. We organise in public, non-for-profit and private services.


EPSU is the recognised European social partner organisation for workers in the hospital and health care sector throughout the European Union.


Adam Rogalewski is the EPSU Policy Officer for the sector. The President of the EPSU Standing Committee for Health and Social Services is Kirsi Sillanpää, Tehy, Finland, and the Vice-Presidents are Yolanda Gil of CC.OO (Spain),  Dietmar Erdmeier of Ver.di (Germany) and Razvan Gae of Sanitas (Romania).  You can get their contact details here.


Find out who is your national EPSU representative for health and services below.
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            More support needed for health, care, and public service workers in new Mental Health Strategy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU welcomes the European Commission’s proposed Mental Health Strategy but cautions that the strategy cannot achieve its goals without directly addressing the serious problems already facing the workers who will be instrumental in its implementation.
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            EPSU launches Care4Care policy lunch series

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over the coming weeks and months EPSU will be hosting, participating in and co-organising a series of events and seminars to explain our position on the care sector and to provide a voice to our millions of members in the care sector in public, not-for-profit and private facilities.
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            New ETUI publication -  Beyond economic growth:  The role of trade unions in the transition to well-being

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A further contribution to the ‘beyond growth’ or ‘post-growth’ debates, the recent ETUI working paper sets out the case against the pursuit of undifferentiated economic growth and advocates substantial changes to European economies.
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            Bridging the gap: valuing care professions and advancing gender equality

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The COVID-19 pandemic exposed a striking paradox in the care sector, where predominantly female professionals are entrusted with crucial responsibilities but receive little recognition and low salaries.
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            EPSU meets with Swedish health minister to discuss safe staffing

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A delegation of EPSU met the Swedish health Minister Acko Ankarberg Johansson who is holding the EU Presidency.
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            International Nurses Day 2023: fed up nurses call for higher pay and safe staffing

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As we celebrate International Nurses Day on 12 May, we honour the immense contributions of nurses in our society. Although the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic may be behind us, we must never forget the bravery demonstrated by nurses throughout the crisis.
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            Profit over people: the impact of market approaches on long-term care and its workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU, PSI and the Centre for International Corporate Tax Accountability and Research (CICTAR) have published an analysis on the impact of market approaches to long-term care.
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            Will EU’s new fiscal rules hinder urgent action on staffing crises?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public service federation EPSU is concerned that the proposed reform of the European Union’s fiscal rules, published yesterday, might undermine national action to address the widespread staffing shortages across a broad range of public services in Europe – in health and social care, the justice system, childcare, tax administrations, utilities and more.
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            EP sets new frame to protect workers from asbestos!  Now it is time for the European Commission to do the same.

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (Joint Press Release) Today, the European Parliament (EP) approved the legislative report on Protecting Workers from Asbestos. The document includes measures such as a ban on encapsulating asbestos and the recognition of all asbestos related diseases.
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            EPSU expresses solidarity with workers following tragic murder of psychiatrist in Italy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has expressed its deepest condolences to the family, friends, and colleagues of Dr. Barbara Capovani, a psychiatrist who was brutally murdered while carrying out her duties at a hospital in Pisa, Italy.
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            “Why is upskilling and reskilling so important for LTC workers? What impact does it have on quality?” 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Last week, EPSU participated in the online launch event of the ‘Partnership for Skills in Long Term Care – Driving Up Training and Life Long Learning’, organised by the project lead, the European Association of Service providers for Persons with Disabilities.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Social Dialogue

                            Social Services

                            Staffing levels

                            Training/life-long learning

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Apr. 13, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Reducing staff shortages, increasing funding and a dedicated directive are key measures to improve the mental health of the European population

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU participated at the public hearing on the EESC opinion on Measures to Improve Mental Health.
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            World Health Day 2023: workers call for urgent action to improve working conditions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On World Health Day 2023, health and social care workers represented by the European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) call for urgent action to improve working conditions, reminding policymakers that there is no healthcare without healthcare workers.
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            European Health Data Space cannot compromise on data protection

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission has described its European Health Data Space (EHDS) proposal as a ‘quantum leap forward’ for healthcare provision in Europe. Not everybody shares this optimism.
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            Commission analyses reveal gaps in working time protection

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            European Commission reports on the Working Time Directive, published on 15 March, reveal that Member States’ legislation is generally compliant, but that some problems remain in ensuring that the legislation is having full effect, particularly across all public services.
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