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      Collective bargaining – trends and developments


Collective bargaining is a core activity of trade unions and EPSU’s affiliates negotiate with public service employers at every level. This can range from national public-sector wide bargaining to sector and local negotiations with public sector employers but also private and non-profit providers of public services. EPSU works with the European Trade Union Confederation to try to improve collective bargaining rights for all workers across Europe. We also act as a European information point so that EPSU affiliates are aware of trends in public service negotiations. EPSU’s collective bargaining newsletter provides regular updates on developments across Europe.
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            Labour shortages: Social Partners jointly respond to the European Commission Consultation on Labour and Skills Shortages in the EU: An Action Plan

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a coordinated action, EPSU joined with Social Partners in Health and Social Services to responded to the European Commission consultation on Labour and Skills Shortages in the EU Action Plan.
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            Schmit reassures social partners for central governments their digitalisation agreement is in friends’ hands

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a meeting held at the Berlaymont on 19 February, Commissioner Schmit welcomed the EU sectoral agreement on digitalisation and the signatory social partners’ request to implement it through EU legislation.
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            Violence Against Women Directive is disappointing, Social Partners to negotiate to fill the gap

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the LIBE and FEMM committees of the European Parliament voted in favour of a disappointing agreement reached last week on the first Gender-Based Violence Directive.
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            EPSU and HOSPEEM presented their policy on stress at work at the high-level Belgian Presidency conference 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and HOSPEEM in the capacity of social partners in the hospital and healthcare sector were invited by the Belgian Presidency to participate in the conference dedicated to mental health and work.
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            Social Partners express concerns over economic governance review

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European trade unions and employers for the social services sector are concerned about the EU Council mandate for the negotiations on the review of the EU’s economic governance rules.
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            Asbestos in buildings: EU Commission will publish initiative following Unions’ pressure

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission promised, back in 2022, to publish a legislative initiative on the screening of buildings from asbestos.
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            Right to disconnect: implement the EU social partners agreement in Central Government Administrations

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Speaking at an event on the Right to Disconnect hosted by the S&amp;D Group in the European Parliament, EPSU General Secretary Jan Willem Goudriaan reiterated the urgent need to make the right to disconnect a reality.
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            Report highlights importance of government role in supporting collective bargaining
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                            A policy brief published by the European Trade Union Institute (ETUI) looks at the role of collective bargaining in providing protection for the low-paid and the important role of government in setting a framework that protects and promotes collective bargaining. The authors found that over time, statutory minimum wages have become increasingly important, while state support for collective bargaining has declined. This is despite the fact that the report finds that state support for collective bargaining appears most successful in containing low-wage employment. The policy brief highlights
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            European social partners, Commission and Belgian Presidency sign Val Duchesse declaration

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Almost 40 years after the first European Val Duchesse meeting on social dialogue the chateau hosted the signing of a declaration affirming the role of the social dialogue in the European Union.
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            EPSU message of solidarity to union action day in Northern Ireland

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public service unions are in strikes and rallies 18 January in Northern Ireland. EPSU has sent a message of solidarity.
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                            The US company Tesla sells electric cars in many European countries like Sweden. The Tesla workers that maintain those cars are on strike in Sweden.
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            ETUC reveals benefits of collective bargaining for work-life balance
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                            An analysis of data working time from the Eurofound research agency by the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) shows how collective bargaining can deliver a better work-life balance. Workers in countries with the highest levels of collective bargaining coverage enjoy up to a month more leisure time each year – without loss of pay – than those where coverage is lower. In countries where nine in 10 workers are covered by a collective bargaining agreement, the average working time is 1,674 hours a year (excluding overtime). In contrast, in countries where only one in 10 workers are covered
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            Minimum wage directive -  how to deliver on collective bargaining rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            With just under a year to go before all member states of the European Union have to transpose the Adequate Minimum Wage Directive (AMWD), EPSU organised an online briefing for affiliates with a particular focus on the new rights in relation to collective bargaining.
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            Union challenges government over representation rules

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Croatia


        

                
                
        
                            The SDLSN is calling on the government to change the rules on representativeness for civil service pay negotiations. The union is involved in various working groups that are discussing the new pay structure for the public sector but it is concerned that the current rules on representativeness exclude it, and other trade unions, from the formal negotiations. It argues that only the police trade union meets the representativeness criterion for the main negotiations leaving many areas of the civil service without proper trade union representation as the SDLSN and other unions fall below the
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            EU social partners in central governments urge Commission to enforce their agreement’s provisions on telework and right to disconnect

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Following years of discussions and joint guidelines on digital technologies in central government administrations, an agreement on digitalisation was signed on 6 October 2022.
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