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      Strikes and industrial action


The right to strike is fundamental for trade unions. Although strikes and industrial action are the weapons of last resort, it is crucial that trade unions can use them in the fight to defend workers' rights and get a fair deal from employers. The challenge for many unions, particularly those in the public sector, is that the right to strike is restricted or even completely denied. Information on the right to strike in the public sector is available in 48 country factsheets that cover the main rules and include information on cases that trade unions have taken to the International Labour Organisation and Council of Europe.
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            EPSU backs firefighters and care staff in latest industrial action 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has sent solidarity greetings to two affiliates who are the latest public service unions to take industrial action to tackle staffing shortages and win better pay and conditions.
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            Belgian social service workers denounce an overload of work and a lack of staff

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU stands in solidarity with social service workers in Brussels on strike today.
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            Latvia: health union takes further action on pay

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Members of the LVSADA health and social care trade union are today involved in their second bout of warning strikes in two months as they put pressure on the government to deliver higher pay across the sector.
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            Federations agree next steps on trade union rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Meeting in Skopje in North Macedonia on 22 September, public service trade unions from across Europe agreed to continue to work together to defend and strengthen trade union rights for employees, civil servants and all uniformed staff, from firefighters and health workers to police and military personnel.
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            Finland: EPSU backs health unions’ right to strike

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has sent a message of solidarity to nurses' unions in Finland in the face of the government’s threat to ban strikes in health and social care. The federation has also written to the Finnish prime minister urging her to withdraw this unacceptable threat to the right to strike.
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            Pay and staffing: six months of action by health and social care unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Serious staff shortages are affecting the provision of health and social services across Europe and EPSU affiliates have been taking action in response.
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            EPSU supports Slovenian health and social care workers strike

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Workers in health and social care deserve decent wages and good working conditions. As the government remained deaf to the demands of workers, the health and social care unions will strike on 16 February 2022.
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            Ver.di achieved safe staffing level for health workers through a successful strike at Charité Hospital in Berlin

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the 7th of October 2021, the German public services union ver.di claimed an important success in collective bargaining negotiations with Berlin’s Charité University Hospital.
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            EPSU Executive Committee supports the general strike of FSSHK in health services in Kosovo

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU Executive Committee sent a solidarity letter to the Federation of Health Trade Unions of Kosovo (FSSHK) for their general strike in the public health institutions on 25th November 2021.
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            Fighting for trade union rights for all public service workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public service trade unionists from across the Mediterranean region met online last week (14-15 September) to discuss the challenges they face in asserting their fundamental rights to organise, negotiate and take strike action.
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            EPSU delegation joins French health and care unions on strike

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The French unions affiliated to EPSU and a large group of professional organisations and other unions organized a national strike in public hospitals, 14 November.
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            France: Unions demand urgent action on health and social service funding

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 8 October, in the first of two days of action, trade unions joined with campaigning groups to demand urgent action on funding for health and social services.
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            The Fight for Decent Work – PSI statement on World Day for Decent Work

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On this global day of acton, PSI draws attention to the devaluation of work which has a huge impact not only on workers but also on the citizens they serve.
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            EPSU tells employers on WDDW: tackle staff shortages in care. Workers deserve respect, higher pay and better working conditions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s people want quality services for the young, the disabled, the elderly and all in need of care.
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            Ireland: EPSU solidarity with health workers' strike over job and pay regrading

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Around 10000 health workers are on strike today over the government's failure to honour a job and pay regrading exercise. The strike, initially planned for last week, had been been suspended pending emergency talks.
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