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            On 1 May, a global delegation joins French unions’ protest against pension reform

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            French unions celebrated a 1st of May with demonstrations across the country. The united trade union front marked their resistance against the pension reforms imposed by the government.
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            Confederations mobilise over pay, jobs and public services

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            The CGIL, CISL and UIL trade union confederations are planning major mobilisations in May to send a clear message to the government and employers that urgent action is needed to deliver higher pay for workers and a shift in other economic and social policies. Along with workplace assemblies there will be large regional events in Naples, Bologna and Milan. The main union demands include protection against inflation for pay and pensions in both public and private sectors, fairer taxation, higher funding for public social and health, action on health and safety, social security reform and
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            Will EU’s new fiscal rules hinder urgent action on staffing crises?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public service federation EPSU is concerned that the proposed reform of the European Union’s fiscal rules, published yesterday, might undermine national action to address the widespread staffing shortages across a broad range of public services in Europe – in health and social care, the justice system, childcare, tax administrations, utilities and more.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            COVID-19

                            Economic Policy

                            Staffing levels

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Mar. 28, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Report argues for transformative action to tackle crises

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe needs a “transformative and ambitious social transition to break the current cycle of crisis after crisis”, according to researchers at the European Trade Union Institute (ETUI).
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            Proposed reform is a band-aid for a failing electricity market

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission’s newly published draft proposal to reform the EU’s electricity market design delivers only superficial changes to the current electricity market design.
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            Union challenges bank’s inflation analysis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU affiliate, IPSO, the main trade union at the European Central Bank (ECB), has challenged the institution’s approach to inflation both in relation to its own employees and the wider economy.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Economic Policy

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Feb. 20, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            New report  from independent high-level group gives strong backing for Europe’s social protection systems

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 7 February a High Level Group (HLG) of 11 independent experts presented an excellent report - available online - on the future of social protection and the Welfare State.
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                            IPSO, the main union representing staff at the European Central Bank (ECB) has published the results of a survey of employees revealing around two-thirds of workers had concerns about the ECB policy on pay, inflation and interest rates. Widely reported in the media, the union says that it was not just unhappiness about the 4% pay increase awarded to ECB employees (less than half the current inflation rate in Germany) but also the bank’s reliance on interest rises as a tool to control inflation. IPSO’s message to staff said that the ECB policy of wage moderation was in its view biased against
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            Workers in Belgium take action over cost-of-living crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Belgian trade unions took to the streets of Brussels to call for urgent action to deal with the cost-of-living crisis.
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            European energy ministers cannot waste more time

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s energy ministers are gathering in Brussels on Thursday, 24 November for an Extraordinary Council to discuss the ongoing energy crisis.
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            EU4Health budget ignores the biggest problem in healthcare: lack of staff

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission’s recently adopted EU4Health work programme overlooks the most significant problem facing Europe’s health and care systems: staff shortages.
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            New Commission Communication “The power of trade partnerships: together for green and just economic growth

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In June 2022 the European Commission published a Communication “The power of trade partnerships: together for green and just economic growth” that strengthens the Trade and Sustainable Development (TSD) provisions of EU trade agreements.
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            Confederation organises protests over pay and prices

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Romania


        

                
                
        
                            The Cartel-Alfa trade union confederation organised a series of rallies around the country from 17 October leading up to a national demonstration in Bucharest on 20 October. The confederation is calling for action to tackle surging inflation and for increases to pay and pensions. The actions were supported by EPSU affiliate Hipocrat which organises in the health sector.
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            Europe’s unions speaking out against fascism and the extreme-right in Rome

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            About a year ago on 9 October neo-fascists broke away from an anti-vaxx demonstration.
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            Outsourcing is ‘hollowing out’ public administrations: new EPSU report

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Press release (embargoed until 5pm) Accenture, McKinsey, PwC, EY... we're becoming increasingly reliant on consultancies.
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