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            Public services unions of the South East European constituency warn for negative role US chamber of commerce

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The US Chamber of Commerce is actively lobbying for changes to Law in several countries in South East Europe, unions reported.
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            EPSU signs a European agreement reinforcing gender equality at work with SUEZ

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU, together with IndustriAll Europe and the unions represented in the company, and Bertrand CAMUS, CEO of SUEZ signed the renewal of the agreement on gender equality at work.
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            EPSU’s North East European Constituency discussed public debt, equality, youth work and more

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public debt crises happen more often than we think and including in developed countries. It means that a government can no longer service its debt payments.
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            EPSU condemns the attacks on the LGBT+ communities and workers by the Polish newspaper Gazeta Polska

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The distribution last week of ‘LGBT free zone’ stickers by the Polish newspaper Gazeta Polska is utterly reprehensible. EPSU condemns this action.
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            Union sets out demands after women's strike

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            Following the national women's strike last month, the vpod/ssp public services union has set out a range of demands to tackle gender inequality across the public services and with particular measures in the childcare, health and education sectors. The union wants to see equal pay auditing of all public employers with the involvement of the union and an across-the-board pay increase for occupations and sectors dominated by women - particularly care jobs. Along with this the union underlines the importance of stable and reliable working hours and a range of measures in relation to maternity and
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            ILO declaration underlines importance of social dialogue and “human-centred approach”

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            At the end of this year’s conference on 21 June the International Labour Organisation (ILO) adopted its Centenary Declaration on the Future of Work.
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            EPSU Programme of Action and Affiliates Resolutions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU programme of action has been adopted at the 10th EPSU Congress, 4-7 June 2019, Dublin; it highlights the main priorities for EPSU over the next Congress period and is set out on the basis of three main themes.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Central government

                            Digitalisation

                            Energy

                            Equality

                            Health

                            Local government

                            Social Dialogue

                            Social Services

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jun. 14, 2019
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            EPSU supports women's strike in Switzerland

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Women across Switzerland are taking to the streets today for a national women’s strike. Our affiliated union VPOD/SSP is one of those organising this strike.
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            Irish President Opens EPSU Congress, Calls for Union Action on Climate Change and Gender Equality

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            President of Ireland, Michael D. Higgins, has called for public service workers and their unions to take the lead on climate change, gender equality and a fairer economy in a keynote speech to open the Congress of EPSU in Dublin, which will run until 7th June.
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            Unions take action over pensions equality

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Norway


        

                
                
        
                            Just over 300 members of the Fagforbundet and FO health and welfare trade unions in three hospitals began strike action on 29 May in protest at unfair pension arrangements. The unions, among several coordinated by the LO confederation in its LO Stat group, are claiming full pension rights from day one and from the first Krone earnt in line with the arrangements in the municipal sector. At the moment employees working less than 20% of normal full-time hours are not able to build up pension rights. The unions point out that this is clearly gender discrimination as 75% of those affected are women
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            ETUC Congress – New Manifesto, new team – Standing up for working people together

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s voice for working women and men, the European Trade Union Confederation, set its priorities for the next 4 years.
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            Public investment in the social services workforce to deliver inclusive growth - EPSU at the 2019 Annual Convention for Inclusive Growth

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU speaks at the 2019 Annual Convention for Inclusive Growth Public and advocates for social dialogue in the field of social services and public investment in the social services workforce in order to deliver inclusive growth.
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            Unions build for national women's strike on 14 June

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The vpod/ssp public services trade union along with the SGB/USS trade union confederation is continuing to build for the national women's strike planned for 14 June. The aim of the strike is to address 10 major issues including the gender pay gap, work-life balance, working hours that are either too short or excessively long, sexual harassment and violence, inadequate pensions and the undervaluation of women's work. Along with strike action the unions will be organising events and actions at workplaces and towns and cities across the country.
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            With overwhelming majority the European Parliament approves the Work Life Balance Directive

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU welcomes the final vote of the European Parliament, introducing European paternity leave, European carers’ leave and consolidating parental leave rights for parents and carers in Europe.
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            21 March: Stand up for Human Rights and Dignity for All

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, our global federation PSI issued a statement underlining that unions stand together in our rejection of racism and discrimination.
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