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                            The KESK public services confederation ways it will organise a national day of strike action on 19 December unless the government responds to its demands in relation to the Budget for 2014. The confederation is highly critical of the government's policies on labour law and outsourcing of public services. It argues that public service workers face low pay and precarious working conditions made worse by the extensive sub-contracting of many services. The confederation is call for a TL 300 (€108) pay rise for civil servants, along with improvements to pensions and action to defend the position of
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                            EPSU and PSI have both sent letters to the Minister of Works and Higher Board of Arbitration criticising the way that the authorities dealt with a dispute involving the Genel-Is trade union and two municipal companies. Following a deadlock in negotiations the union planned strike action but the two companies unilaterally signed a new agreement and the Higher Board of Arbitration deemed that this had become valid before the union's planned strike action and so denying Genel-Is its legal right to strike. [Read more at > EPSU->http://www.epsu.org/a/9709] [And at > PSI->http://www.world-psi.org/en
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                            KESK Press ReleaseThe KESK public sector confederation is highly critical of recent negotiations on pay between the government and the Memur Sen public sector trade union. KESK explains that it and another trade union organisation (Kamu Sen) were effectively excluded from the negotiations. Although the largest public sector organisation Memur Sen is seen as very close to the government and its membership is not much larger than KESK and Kamu Sen combined. KESK also criticises Memur Sen for exaggerating the percentage increase that was negotiated with pay set to rise for some workers by 4.54%
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                            The DISK and KESK trade union confederations took strike action on 17 June in protest at the government's violent repression of protests. Medical workers will be among the many groups joining the strike with a number having been attacked by the police for coming to the aid of demonstrators. The confederations are also protesting over continuing restrictions on union activity and collective bargaining along with intimidation of union members. Seventy-two members of the KESK public sector confederation continue to face charges of belonging to a banned organisation. [Read more at > ITUC->http:/
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                            EPSU has expressed its concerns to the Turkish government over the reports of police violence and arrests of opponents of the government.
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                            Trade unions in the KESK confederation organising the municipal police and firefighters held a national demonstration in Ankara on 28 September in protest at the continuing lack of proper collective bargaining rights in the public sector. Read more at > KESK (TK)
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                            Representatives of the global trade union federations, including Public Services International, met with the Turkish labour minister in Geneva on 12 June to raise a range of key trade union rights issues. These included the ban on strike action in aviation, restrictions on strikes in public services, intimidation and imprisonment of trade unionists and major problems relating to health and safety. Read more at > IUF (EN)
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            ITUC report reveals continuing poor record on trade union and workers' rights
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                            A new report from the ITUC global trade union confederation reveals that despite some changes to the constitution, trade unions and workers still face discrimination and severe limitations on their rights. The report says that the “law provides limited rights to organise, collective bargaining and strike…. The state and the employers make use of various anti-union practices that have weakened trade unions’ negotiating rights. Industrial action and protests are often treated with violence and threats. Unions also face increasing judicial harassment.” [Read more at > ITUC (EN)->http://www.ituc
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                            Public sector unions in the KESK confederation took strike action across the country on 21 December. They had a range of demands including ensuring the right to strike and to take part in collective bargaining. The unions were also calling for the end to the harassment and arrest of their members and activists as well as basic demands for decent work and better pensions. [Read more at > Hurriyet news website (EN)->http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/health-workers-employees-in-public-sector-hold-day-strike.aspx?pageID=238&nID=9743&NewsCatID=341] [And at > KESK (TK)-> http://www.kesk.org.tr/node
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                            The KESK public sector federation has announced a day’s strike action on 21 December in support of a range of important demands. These include affirming the right to strike in a collective agreement, job security and decent pay, equal pay for work of equal value, an end to the commercialization of public services, an increase in the minimum wage and an end to unfair arrests and intimidation of trade unionists. Read more at > Bianet news website (EN)
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            Global union federations work together for trade union rights
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                            Global union organisations, including Public Services International, met with Turkish unions in September to discuss the latest situation in terms of trade union rights. While there had been some progress there were still major concerns and the constitutional change allowing for collective bargaining in the public sector had not yet been implemented through legislation. The global union federations issued a statement calling for an end to both government and private employer repression of trade union rights and an end to the constant threats against workers and union leaders seeking to use and
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            Two union federations leave civil service negotiations
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                            A pay agreement for 2011 has been negotiated in the civil service but with only one union federation, Memur-Sen, supporting the increase. Both Kamu-Sen and KESK left the negotiations at different points in protest at the way they were being run by the government. KESK also wanted the negotiations postponed until after the referendum and the possibility that unions would have a clear right to strike if constitutional changes are agreed. The negotiations will deliver two 4% pay increases in each half of 2011 plus TL80 (€41) for all workers. [Read more at > Hurriyet news website (EN)->http://www
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                            The annual round of negotiations in the civil service that normally take place in August could be delayed until after 12 September as some union organizations want to negotiate after the referendum on constitutional change. The changes being voted on in the referendum include important rights on trade union membership, the right to strike and right to negotiate collective agreements. In the current round of negotiations the KESK federation called for a TL300 (€156) increase in civil service pay to take the minimum salary to TL1650 (€856). [Read more at > Hurriyet news website (EN)->http://www
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                            Despite threats of legal action from the government, unions representing doctors and other health workers were involved in protests on 19 January against proposed reforms to the health service. The changes will mean that doctors will lose their current right to work part-time in private institutions and this will mean a substantial cut in pay. The Hürriyet news website also carries an article outlining the urgent need for Turkey’s labour laws to be reformed because of the major and unfair restrictions imposed on trade unions. [Read more at > Hürriyet news website (EN)->http://www
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