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            Public service union steps up actions on pay around the country
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                            The vpod/ssp public service union is having a busy autumn with a wide range of actions around the country as it increases its efforts to protect and improve pay. Public service workers in Bern had a pay increase of only 0.5% in 2023 and have been offered only 2% for 2024, ignoring union protests and a petition with 16,195 signatures. A further petition will be handed over on 16 November and action is planned for 4 December. In Dübendorf, over 70% of the permanent workforce signed a petition calling for a fair and transparent wage system and cost-of-living adjustment for 2023. The vpod in
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            Unions across Europe stand in #SolidarityWithSES

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU’s call for solidarity with the SES Union (Türkiye) was widely responded to by affiliate unions before the trial.
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            EPSU calls for solidarity with Turkish unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The leaders and members of the SES Union will be in court next week due to their trade union activities.
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            Union mobilises for national demonstration on pay

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The vpod/ssp trade union is busy building support for a national demonstration in Bern on 16 September with a key demand for a 5% pay rise. The union highlights recent data on price increases, particularly for energy, while average real pay has fallen for three consecutive years – the first time this has happened for over 70 years. The data also show how the low paid have fared the worse with women forming the majority of this group. Vpod/ssp points out that not only are big private sector employers making large profits but public authorities also have the funds to cover pay rises for their
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  Türkiye


        

                
                
        
                            The KESK public services confederation argues that this month’s negotiations on public sector pay and conditions have failed to deliver any significant improvements. On the central issue of pay there is no agreement at all and the issue is now in arbitration. Meanwhile, the confederation says that many union demands have not been addressed with no measures proposed on tackling precarious employment, on addressing harassment and discrimination, no measures on fairer tax and nothing to improve pensions. Meanwhile, the Genel-İş local government union has signed a new collective agreement with the
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                            Negotiations covering over six million public sector employees and pensioners began on 1 August with trade unions from the KESK confederation the main, independent trade unions involved in the process. KESK has set out its key demands which include above all a change to the system to ensure that it guarantees a proper process of collective bargaining, with trade unions entitled to resort to strike action, if necessary. Other key demands include an end to precarious employment and sub-contracting, raising the minimum wage of public sector workers above the poverty line, increasing the minimum
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                            EPSU affiliate vpod/ssp is mobilising for the annual feminist strike which takes place on 14 June with actions and protests organised across the country. The strike focuses on the continuing inequalities that women face along other forms of discrimination, sexism, sexual harassment and violence. The union highlights data showing an 18% pay gap across the economy with the public sector at 15.1% below the private sector at 19.5% but the figure for the health sector specifically also at 19.5%. Meanwhile women make up two-thirds of the low paid. The figure for part-time work for women – 58% – is
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            International solidarity brings victory: Selma is free!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The former co-chair of the SES Union from Turkey was released after almost one year in prison. An international trade union delegation including EPSU Senior Vice-President Françoise Geng was following the hearing.
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            South East European Constituency and solidarity with people in Turkey

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            We stood in silence to express our solidarity and sympathy for the people in Turkiye. Our comrades suffered such great loss in the tragedy of the earthquake of 6 February.
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            EPSU and unions stand with Turkish unionists facing trial

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            We want our comrades free, was the message of an international union delegation that attended a hearing in the trial against leadership of the health workers union SES.
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            EPSU is with the Turkish workers and communities hit hard by the earthquake of 6 February 2023

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            An earthquake hit Turkey and Syria at 2:17 a.m. on 6th February. The damage is enormous, and the death toll keeps rising, standing at over 4800.
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            Public service workers step up action over pay

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            Thousands of employees of the Waadt/Vaud regional government are involved in strikes and protests in response to the employer’s offer of a pay increase of only 1.4%, one of the lowest offered across the whole of the country. The day of action on 31 January was supported by even more workers than the first one on 23 January and the next strikes and protests are set for 9 February. The president of the regional council has attacked the trade unions and is so far refusing to negotiate.
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  Türkiye


        

                
                
        
                            Picketing and strike action by the Dev Sağlık-İş trade union, with support from EPSU and PSI, helped address bullying, harassment and anti-trade union behaviour by management at the Koç University Hospital in Istanbul. Although the dismissed union members were not reinstated, the employer paid increased compensation in recognition of the discriminatory action against union officials. The union also secured the dismissal of the manager responsible for the bullying, the end to harassment and withdrawal of false accusations against union members. Both PSI and EPSU sent protest letters.
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            International support for picketing health workers in Turkey

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and PSI sent a letter to Koc University Hospital in Turkey protesting the dismissal of Devrimci Sağlık İş members and other serious accusations.
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            Union mobilises around pay across public services

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The vpod/ssp public services trade union is mobilising its members around the country in support of action to secure higher pay. The union is organising a rally in Bern on 18 November where the regional government is proposing a pay rise of only 2% leaving workers with an effective pay cut. A day of strike action has already taken place in Geneva on 12 October and further action is planned for both 3 and 24 November. Vpod/ssp members in Fribourg are demanding a 4% pay rise in the face of the 2.3% on offer. The union is collecting signatures for a petition which will be handed in on 4 December
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