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            Trade unions condemn criminalisation of LGBTIQ+ people and activists in Russia

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU General Secretary and EPSU Vice-President Thomas Kattnig joined Europe’s trade union leaders in condemning the acts and attacks of the Russian government against people and activists of the LGBT+ community.
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            EPSU solidarity with workers and unions’ protest against labour law reform in North Macedonia.

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has joined ITUC and others in expressing concerns over changes to labour legislation in North-Macedonia.
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            Central Europe – Western Balkan unions express solidarity with Hungarian childcare workers action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Hungarian childcare workers are demanding negotiations with the government on a new pay structure with the government.
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            Unions make progress in local negotiations

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  North Macedonia


        

                
                
        
                            In contrast to the continuing challenge to get the central government to award a general pay rise to public service workers and sign a collective agreement, the SSM confederation reports that unions are having considerable success at local level. The UPOZ and SUTKOZ trade unions are negotiating collective agreements with municipalities and local utilities companies, securing the targeted pay increase of 2806 denari (€45) and even setting up new trade union organisations. Recent deals have been negotiated in Stip, Prilep and Struga.
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                            The SSM trade union federation organised strike action across the public sector on 22 June. With inflation hitting double-figures, the federation is demanding a 2806 denari net (€45.5) increase for public sector workers in line with the increase in the national minimum wage. The union has been negotiating with the government with a view to achieving a pay increase this year had understood that the government would sign a collective agreement including a pay rise and discussions on future increases. However, it then became apparent that the resources to fund the pay rise had not been included
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            Report of Activities 2021 now available

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Executive Committee approved the report of activities. It shows the work of affiliates and the Federation during the year like on Public Service Day 23 June and Global Care Day 29 October.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Equality

                            Social Dialogue

                            Solidarity

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Apr. 06, 2022
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            EU to do more to support health and social care sector and refugees in Central Europe and Western Balkans

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Union representatives condemned the invasion of Ukraine by Russian troops 24 February.
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            Unions call on all to step back from conflict and open a real dialogue in Russia-Ukraine conflict

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The ETUC and the ITUC call for an immediate end to hostilities and the conflict in eastern Ukraine following the recognition by the Russian government of the Donetsk and Luhansk socalled people’s republics.
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            Public service unions from Russia and Central Asia discuss vaccination policies

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Unions are supporting and promoting vaccination policies across the constituency of Russia and Central Asia.
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            Confederation stresses need to maintain pay for four-day week

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Russia


        

                
                
        
                            The FNPR trade union confederation has stressed that any move towards a four-day working week has to ensure that pay levels are maintained. The confederation is aware of employers switching to a four- or even three-day week but with similar cuts in wages. However, the confederation believes that there is the need for a debate and for an examination of legislation with the 40-hour working week established in the constitution. The confederation wants to see a debate around changes to working time with the possibility of a 35- or 36-hour working week or changes to work schedules with the option
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            Cross-sector agreement addresses public sector pay

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Russia


        

                
                
        
                            Government, trade unions and employers signed a new cross-sector agreement on 31 March that includes a wide range of provisions, among them three key points: adoption of the International Labour Organization Centenary Declaration on the Future of the World of Work; amendments to the Constitution covering the special role of social partnership in the regulation of social and labour relations; and the need to take into account the pandemic when formulating measures to protect workers. The agreement also highlights issues that need to be addressed in relation to public sector pay in order to
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            Russia Central Asia Constituency and the impact on public services 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The impact of the pandemic is very different with Russia, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan having experienced grave problems while Uzbekistan and especially Tajikistan did not have the same challenges.
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            EPSUs’ Central European and Western Balkan Constituency of unions: vaccinations, vaccinations...

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The pandemic is causing high numbers of infections, hospitalisations and death in the countries of the constituency.
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  Spain


        

                
                
        
                            After the surge in remote working as a result of the pandemic, trade unions in Ireland, Russia and Spain have welcomed new initiatives, including legislation and collective agreements, that regulate telework. Research by the Eurofound research agency also looks into the negative and positive implications of telework for workers’ autonomy and work-life balance raising again the challenges to ensure that workers have control over their working time and underlining the importance of current discussions at European level on the right to disconnect.
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                            The ambiguous effects of telework In 2017, a joint report from the Eurofound research agency and the International Labour Organization observed that advances in digital technology were making it easier
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1

        
        

        ONLINE Belgium
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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    Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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