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            Unions reject government's plans on severance, tax and pensions

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Türkiye


        

                
                
        
                            Unions have reacted negatively to new government proposals for economic transformation. The unions are particularly concerned about the possbility of changes to severance payments which they see as a fundamental employment right especially where workers experience widespread restructuring and precarious employment conditions. The unions are also worried about plans to give a greater role to private pensions and about possible changes to taxation. While proposals for a reduction in indirect taxation might be welcome the unions are unhappy that the measures could further reduce the contribution
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            Reports put spotlight on public services and social dialogue in European Semester

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Two reports published today provide an insight into how the European Semester deals with public service issues and the extent to which trade unions have a role in the process.
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            EPSU Executive Committee – supports Climate strike, discusses Congress, EP elections and recent EU policy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Several unions are supporting the #youthforclimate actions which are taking place across Europe. The urgency is felt and far more needs to be done to prevent global warming spiraling out of control.
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                            The three main trade union confederations - CGIL, CSIL and UIL - are united in rejecting the government budget which they regard as wrong and short-sighted, failing to provide resources for growth, development and investment. The confederations are committed to mobilise against the plans with a national demonstration planned for later this month. They point out that the budget fails to provide the necessary investment in social infrastructure, particularly in health and education, and with inadequate provisions to cover the renewal of collective agreements for public sector workers and a
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            Regulated prices remain in the toolbox to protect Europeans from market failure

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 19 December 2018, the European Parliament and the Council reached a compromise agreement on the Electricity Market Design Directive, finally wrapping up the “clean energy for all Europeans” package.
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            Commission aims for more resilient and inclusive economy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Access to quality health, care and education and fairer and better tax, benefit and social protection systems are among some of the positive elements in the European Commission’s 2019 Annual Growth Survey (AGS) that was published on 21 November.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Early Childhood Education and Care

                            Collective Bargaining

                            Economic Policy

                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Equality

                            Health

                            Social Services

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Oct. 26, 2018
        
                    
                    
        
                            2018 October epsucob@NEWS 20

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Trade union demonstration calls for action on jobs, pay and union rights

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Ukraine


        

                
                
        
                            On 17 October, around 20000 trade union members from both private and public sectors marched through Kyiv city centre and blocked the government quarter. The main demands of the demonstration were for investment in industry for decent jobs, raise the minimum wage to help stop emigration, not to increase utilities prices, for the state budget to allocate the equivalent of 7% of GDP to education and 5% to healthcare, to urgently pay outstanding wages to more than 100,000 workers and to stop state’s takeover of trade union property and respect trade union rights.
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            Conference debates impact of European Semester on public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over 60 participants, mainly affiliates from EPSU and the ETUCE education federation, met in Brussels on 8-9 October to debate the impact of the European Semester – the EU’s process of economic governance – on public services.
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                            The ADEDY civil service confederation is planning an anti-austerity protest on 8 September in Thessaloniki to coincide with the city's international fair which will be opened by prime minister, Alexis Tsipras. The confederation aims to highlight the fact that workers and pensioners continue to suffer the impact of deep austerity measures despite the country exiting the bailout programme. With economic output having fallen by 25%, unemployment still over 20% and massive staff shortages in key public services, particularly healthcare, ADEDY argues that austerity continues to bite. The
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                            The ETUC condemns the cuts in social spending the European Commission has proposed in its Multiannual Financial Framework, or the EU budget.
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            EPSU Executive Committee decides to take European Commission to Court

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The main topic of the 57th EPSU Executive Committee was its decision to take the European Commission to Court in an unprecedented move to defend Social Europe.
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            Minimum Income campaign takes to the road

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EAPN the European anti poverty network has launched a mobile campaign to support demands for an adequate, accessible minimum income.
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                            The European Semester provides a framework for the coordination of economic policies across the European Union.
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            Public investment needed to deliver on Pillar of Social Rights, unions say at Tripartite Social Summit

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The latest Tripartite Social Summit took place on 21 March was devoted to the follow up on the European Pillar of Social Rights in EU policy.
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            Impact of austerity on Greece – meeting with ADEDY leaders

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The austerity measures imposed by the European Commission, European Central Bank and IMF are leaving their mark on workers and people of Greece.
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