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                            EPSU has published the second in a series of articles on working time reduction, focusing this time on Iceland. Ten years ago the country had some of the longest weekly working hours in Europe and then trade unions began to address the issue through a series of pilot projects and negotiations in both municipalities and central administration. Trade unions worked closely with management to ensure services were maintained and the results of the pilot projects showed that working time could be reduced without loss of pay with surveys showing increased well-being among workers. Many local and
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                            EPSU has launched a series of case studies to explore how trade unions across Europe are addressing working time reduction. This month, the focus is on Iceland
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                            EPSU’s demands on staff shortages, improved working conditions, retention and more are addressed in the WHO-Europe region’s framework for 2024-2030.
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                            2nd Joint EPSU/ILO-ACTRAV 2-day Regional Health Conference in Almaty, Kazakhstan
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                            On 24 October, the BSRB public sector federation was one of more than a dozen organisations supporting a day of action calling for urgent action to address gender inequality, the gender pay gap and to tackle gender-based and sexual violence. Actions ranged from strikes and demonstrations to the withdrawal of all forms of labour, paid and unpaid. Since the first women’s day of action in 1975, unions and other organisations in the country have organised major strikes and protests and there has been some reduction in gender inequality. However, there is still a long way to go with the gender pay
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                            The last physical meeting was in Astana, 10 March 2020, just before the pandemic lockdown. Much has happened since.
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                            The Kazakh unionists reported about rising fuel prices. The government introduced a price ceiling and fixed prices.
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                            The unions were briefed about the results of the discussions in the international labour conference and the committee on the application of standards regarding the situation in Kazakhstan.
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            EPSU supports call of ITUC for inquiry into the killings in Kazakhstan

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Social unrest over increased prices for gas erupted in early January in several cities in Kazakhstan.
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                            Unions are supporting and promoting vaccination policies across the constituency of Russia and Central Asia.
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                            Nearly two out of three public employees are satisfied with the shortening of the working week, according to a survey reported by the BSRB public services federation. The results show that satisfaction is much higher among state and local government employees than among employees in other sectors. A total of 64% of civil servants say they are very or rather satisfied with the cut, with about 17% saying they are neither satisfied nor dissatisfied and about 18% saying they are very or rather dissatisfied. The difference between sectors appears to relate to the different way in which the cuts in
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                            The impact of the pandemic is very different with Russia, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan having experienced grave problems while Uzbekistan and especially Tajikistan did not have the same challenges.
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                            The union leaders met to discuss how the pandemic and the measures to contain it are effecting workers during several events.
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            Russia and Central-Asia constituency: trade union rights, Coronavirus, organising and recruitment

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade union representatives of the Russian and Central-Asian affiliates met with the Kazakh health workers trade union.
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            Public sector unions call on state and local government to negotiate

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Iceland


        

                
                
        
                            The BSRB public employees' union joined with the BHM graduates' union and the nurses' union to discuss their collective bargaining strategy in a meeting on 31 January that was streamed to other meetings of local unions across the country. The unions say that after 10 months without progress since the last collective agreement formally expired they are losing their patience. Their message to state and local government negotiators was to return immediately to the bargaining table or the unions would look to take industrial action to get things moving.
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