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            Serbian army trade union leaders detained

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Two leaders of the Serbian Army Trade Union have been detained and subsequently released to defend themselves before being re-arrested on March 1, where they remain detained and can be held for up to 30 days.
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            EPSU joins trade union movement protesting the forced military service in Myanmar

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The military junta in Myanmar introduced compulsory military conscription on 10 February 2024. It is a form of forced labour.
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            EPSU supports MEPs’ call to ban Amazon lobbyists from the European Parliament

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over 30 trade unions and NGOs have joined MEPs in urging the European Parliament to revoke Amazon lobbyists' access.
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            Week of strike action in campaign against attack on unions and welfare

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Finland


        

                
                
        
                            The JHL trade union and others in the SAK confederation organised a week of strike action between 12 and 16 February in their continuing campaign to oppose the government’s attacks on the welfare state and trade union and workers’ rights. The actions follow the major national protest organised by the SAK and STTK confederations on 1 February. A range of JHL’s membership will be involved in the week of action including workers in early childhood education and care, municipalities, local public transport, energy and rail services.
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            Union wins compensation for falsely accused activist 

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            Support from her union, the Marburger Bund (MB) representing doctors, helped a union activist win a legal case against her employer, the Helios hospital group. Franziska Schlosser was an anaesthesiologist at the ENDO clinic in Hamburg, part of the Helios Group. She was active on the union’s bargaining committee and had been a strike leader. She was sacked on 8 June last year following accusations of a working time fraud of 28 minutes which she strongly denied and contested. The MB supported her legal challenge and notes that Schlosser stood her ground over several months despite intimidation
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            Unions continue their campaign against government austerity measures

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Finland


        

                
                
        
                            The SAK and STTK trade union confederations are continuing their campaign against government proposals that attack the welfare state, employment and trade union rights. The next step will be a national demonstration in Helsinki on 1 February. They are also calling for support from civil society organisations. The confederations have been participating in tripartite working groups, discussions set up by the government and in parliamentary hearings, emphasising how badly workers will be affected by the government’s policies. The first reductions affecting the unemployed have already entered into
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                            The ETUCLEX newsletter, produced by the ETUC’s legal team, provides a regular update on key legal developments across Europe and in the latest issue includes reports on the right to strike. In a long-running case involving the right to strike of civil servants in Germany, the European Court of Human Rights recently ruled that disciplinary action taken against teachers who took industrial action in 2009 and 2010 did not involve a breach of their human right to freedom of association. The Court found that the particular circumstances of civil servants in Germany in relation to their pay and
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            Solidarity with striking Tesla workers 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The US company Tesla sells electric cars in many European countries like Sweden. The Tesla workers that maintain those cars are on strike in Sweden.
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            EU Protection for Platform workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Platform workers are often wrongly classified as self-employed. Thus they are deprived of basic rights and social protection.
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            Artificial intelligence act – risks for all remain high

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            With the increase in the use of artificial intelligence systems and especially so-called General Purpose Artificial Intelligence like ChatGTP, regulating the use of such systems in society and in the work place is crucial to protect us from unwanted consequences.
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            Unions determined to fight attack on right to strike

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            On 9 December, the TUC trade union confederation organised its first special congress since 1982 to discuss its strategy to fight the government’s attack on the right to strike. EPSU affiliates in the UK are particularly affected by the new minimum services level legislation which could mean that workers who lawfully vote to strike, could be forced to attend work and even sacked if they don’t comply. The TUC says that one in five workers in Britain – 5.5 million people – the vast majority in public services, are at risk of losing their right to strike as a result of the Strikes Act. In a
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            Solidarity across sectors as metal union takes on Tesla

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            The IF Metall engineering union has been taking strike action to put pressure on Tesla, the electric car manufacturer, to sign a collective agreement. Although the direct dispute involves a small number of members, the union is determined to prevent Tesla from undermining the strong system of collective bargaining not only in the metal sector but across the whole economy. Many unions in other sectors have taken solidarity action and public service trade unions like Kommunal are showing their support and urging their members to get involved in the campaign. Meanwhile, unions in neighbouring
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            ETUC urges member states to back platform work law

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Europe


        

                
                
        
                            Millions of workers across Europe could benefit from new rights, says the ETUC, if the latest version of the platform directive is backed by member state governments. The text is still being negotiated by the European Parliament, Council and Commission but could deliver important improvements, including a reversal of the burden of proof so that platforms would have to prove that there is no employment relationship. It also will require inspections in the workplace following any reclassification of a worker to assess the situation of their co-workers; transparency over the algorithms that set
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            Protests and strikes continue against government reforms

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Finland


        

                
                
        
                            Members of the JHL trade union have been taking strike action as part of the continuing campaign against the government’s plans to weaken welfare provision and employment rights and the right to strike. The largest strike day of the autumn season was planned for 14 December when JHL was due to shut down train services and power plants, among other services. There is a strong opposition in the union to the government’s proposals and further action has not been ruled out. The range of government measures include restrictions on the right to take political strike action which would, in future
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            ETUC Executive – join the European demo 12 December. Together against austerity and for a Fair Deal for Workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Leaders of European trade union confederations and European trade union federations discussed the ongoing campaign against austerity, for revised rules for European economic policy and for a Fair Deal for European workers.
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