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      Strong public service unions are vital if we are to stand up for our values and our vision in our workplaces, sectors and communities. They are crucial in dealing with national, European and global institutions and in representing public service workers in national trade union centres and the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC). EPSU affiliates are more effective in negotiating and campaigning where they can count on an active membership, high union density or broad support from workers.


EPSU has been taking a range of initiatives to support affiliates, particularly in Central and Eastern Europe, to build union power by developing recruitment and organising strategies and campaigns. This briefing, prepared for the 2019 Congress, covers recent work and current priorities. Our Organising and Campaigns staff, Agnieszka Ghinararu, Miloš Vlaisavljević and Artem Tidva, are working with affiliates to help them with advice, support and training and keeping them informed about new ideas on recruitment and organising methods.
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            National strike to hit ENEL energy company on 8 March
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                            EPSU and PSI have sent solidarity greetings to the three union federations – Filctem-Cgil, Flaei- Cisl and Uiltec – in their dispute with the ENEL energy company. The three unions are planning national strike action on 8 March and began a month-long period of industrial action affecting overtime, travel and changes to working hours on 24 February. The unions are angry about the company’s unilateral plans to change working hours arrangements, to outsource operations on the electricity grid, and its refusal to renew the remote work agreement. The three federations argue that the measures will



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Feb. 28, 2024
        
                    
                    
        
                            2024 February EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.5

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Unions mobilise to secure COVID payments and pay rise
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                            The UNISON, Unite and GMB trade unions have been mobilising their members in the NHS and private contractors to secure unpaid COVID bonuses and pay rises. UNISON and Unite members are taking on Mitie, the large private contractor, which has refused to pay a COVID bonus despite the company being signed up to the national Agenda for Change agreement which requires the payment. Meanwhile, Unite members formerly employed by the contractor Serco but now directly employed by the NHS at Bart’s Hospital in London are also claiming their COVID payment which the hospital management have so far refused



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Feb. 01, 2024
        
                    
                    
        
                            2024 February EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.3

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Unions ballot members over public sector pay offer

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            Fórsa, SIPTU, INMO, AHCPS and other public service unions are consulting their members over the latest pay offer from the government which would provide for a series of pay increases over a 30-month period from 1 January 2024 to 30 June 2026. The unions have until 25 March to complete the ballots. If an aggregate of the members of all the unions vote in favour then the agreement would provide the following pay increases: in 2024 – 2.25% or €1,125, whichever is greater, from 1 January; 1% on 1 June; 1% or €500, whichever is greater, on 1 October; in 2025 – 2% or €1,000, whichever is greater, on
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            EPSU Youth Network Conference: youth organising essential to trade union growth

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            35 EPSU Youth Network representatives from 17 countries, met in Sofia to discuss and propose recommendations on youth organising in trade unions.
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            Disputes rumble on across public services

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            The strike by retained firefighters over pay and staffing was due to go ahead on 26 July after being suspended by the SIPTU union to allow for a Labour Court hearing. At the hearing the employers failed to produce an acceptable offer and the date for action was confirmed by the union. Meanwhile, the Fórsa trade union is balloting members in its health and welfare division over two disputes – one in relation to career development and the other in relation to the excessive use of agency staff and external consultants. Both unions, along with the INMO trade union are also continuing to campaign
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  Slovenia


        

                
                
        
                            The ZSSS trade union confederation has published a detailed article looking at the impact of outsourcing across many sectors and the initiatives taken by trade unions to prevent or end the process. The examples show the negative effects of outsourcing on pay and conditions, health and safety and union organisation and how agencies and outsourcing companies abuse employment law. Energy union, SDE, an EPSU affiliate, contributed to the overview highlighting how it was trying to reduce and restrict the impact of outsourcing in the sector. The union is particularly concerned about the increased
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                            On the eve of Public Service Day, EPSU hosted an exchange with 15 researchers and representatives of research and campaigning organisations from across Europe.
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            ETUC celebrates 50 years at Berlin Congress

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A large EPSU delegation joined hundreds of other trade unionists from across Europe to celebrate 50 years of struggle for Europe’s workers and people. We ended the ETUC Congress with the election of a new team and the adoption of an action plan titled ‘Together for a Fair Deal for Workers in Europe’.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Collective Bargaining

                            Recruitment & organising

                            Social Dialogue

                            Union Rights

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Mar. 27, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Central Europe – Western Balkan unions express solidarity with Hungarian childcare workers action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Hungarian childcare workers are demanding negotiations with the government on a new pay structure with the government.
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            South East European Constituency and solidarity with people in Turkey

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            We stood in silence to express our solidarity and sympathy for the people in Turkiye. Our comrades suffered such great loss in the tragedy of the earthquake of 6 February.
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            History RePPPeated II - Why Public-Private Partnerships are not the solution

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Back in 2020 EPSU welcomed the publication of Eurodad’s first History RePPPeated – see article - and this 2nd edition provides more useful evidence and examples of the failure of PPPs to provide added value compared to direct public investment and traditional public procurement.
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            From precarious to permanent: Norwegian postal workers secure major win

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Norwegian union Fagforbundet secured a major win as state-run postal services move van drivers to permanent positions.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Outsourcing

                            Precarious employment

                            Privatisation

                            Quality employment

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Oct. 04, 2022
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Outsourcing is ‘hollowing out’ public administrations: new EPSU report

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Press release (embargoed until 5pm) Accenture, McKinsey, PwC, EY... we're becoming increasingly reliant on consultancies.
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  Europe


        

                
                
        
                            EPSU’s recruitment and organising (R&O) team has arranged a webinar at 13.00 (CET) on 27 September to discuss the links between organising and collective bargaining. It will include practical examples from EPSU affiliates in Finland (JHL) and Germany (ver.di). Pertti Paajanen, JHL’s director of organisational affairs will talk about the union’s successful R&O campaigns and the interaction between recruitment and collective bargaining and industrial action. Ver.di activist Silvia Habekost will explain how the union succeeded in reaching collective agreements on staffing levels in two big public
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            Ukraine: building the union in challenging times

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Yesterday, 17 August, 28 members of the Social Workers’ Union (SWU) participated in a one-day recruitment and organising training session organised by EPSU.
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        ONLINE Belgium
    

    **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1


	
    
                                    Mar
        12
    

    
        
        
            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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