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                            EPSU is a strong voice for the about 10.5 million social service workers in the EU and in other European countries. Our aims are to protect and improve social services across Europe as well as the employment conditions of workers in the sector. EPSU is actively involved in initiatives exploring the scope and format for social dialogue in social services at EU-level..

There are millions of social service workers across Europe who provide vital care for children, the elderly, the disabled and others with urgent needs – whether at home or in institutions. Their work and contribution to society is undervalued and more often than not poorly rewarded. Women make up the majority of the social services workforce and in many countries migrant workers also make an invaluable contribution to the sector. Gender equality runs through all of EPSU’s work and is central to its activities in social services as is action to defend migrant workers’ rights.

EPSU is making a clear case for more resources for the sector and for better pay and conditions for social service workers, for more and better collective agreements, for proper training and professional development. Supporting quality, affordable and accessible social services is an essential investment that brings both economic and social benefits.

EPSU’s thematic priorities in social services are long-term care for the elderly, including personal care and household services, childcare as well as organising in the sector on which you find more information by clicking on the links below:

	Social services (in general)
	Childcare
	Elderly care including personal care of household services
	Social dialogue
	Organising
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                            EPSU General Secretary Jan Willem Goudriaan sends a letter to the Health Minister of Turkey denouncing the attack on SES members.
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                            On Thursday, 29 September a group of health and care workers shared their stories at an extraordinary European Parliament event.
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                            The population of the European Union is ageing: the number of people aged 80 and over is expected to increase by 88 per cent over the next 30 years. Principle 18 of the European Pillar of Social Rights, the right to long-term care (LTC), will be ever more important.
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                            Urgency needed to address staffing, pay and better conditions for health and care workers.
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                            The eagerly awaited European Care Strategy will be published on 7th September. Read the full statement.
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            EPSU joins major European project on health workers’ skills

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Ensuring training provision for health workers meets current and future demands is a major issue and EPSU is pleased to be involved with a new European Union-funded project that will attempt to address this challenge.
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                            The European Parliament report, ‘Towards a common EU action on care’, marks a good step forward for care workers across Europe.
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            Strike in ORPEA France as scandals continue – EPSU expresses solidarity with workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Workers in the homes and clinics of the multinational company ORPEA are following a call for strike action from French union CGT-Sante.
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                            Yesterday, the EU sectoral social partners in the hospital and healthcare sector, the European Public Services Union (EPSU) and the European Hospital and Healthcare Employers’ Association (HOSPEEM), signed the updated Framework of Actions on Recruitment and Retention (FoA R and R).
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            New EPSU research compares impact of COVID-19 on long-term care sectors across Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has published new research that examines how COVID-19 impacted the long-term care sector in a number of countries – and how trade unions reacted.
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                            Yesterday the Advisory Committee on Safety and Health at Work (EU OSHA) made a historic step in the protection and defence of workers by adding COVID to the list of occupational diseases.
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            EPSU writes to the European commission to follow up good citizens demands on Conference of Future of Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On May 13 the European Federation of Public Services Unions wrote to Commissioners Kyriakides, Schmit and Šefčovič regarding the final report of the Conference for the future of Europe (CoFoE).
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            Joint letter to the new EP COVID Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Earlier this week a joint letter by the Secretaries-General of AGE and EPSU and the President of EDF was sent to the Members of the European Parliament in the newly established COVI committee.
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