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      Responding to the challenge of climate change


Climate change, the largest single threat to current and future generations, is posing fundamental challenges for public services and public service workers. In recent years, we have seen extreme weather events, flooding and forest fires for example, leading to loss of life and widespread damage and destruction of buildings and infrastructure. Our members across many services have been part of the immediate and longer term response – in emergency and rescue services, energy and water, local and regional government. EPSU has been working hard to influence policies at global and European level aimed at decarbonising our economies and calling for a shift away from growth at all costs. It is essential that we achieve a more sustainable society is achieved through a just transition whereby no one is left behind. 


This briefing, produced for EPSU's 2019 Congress, sets out the federation's recent activity on climate change and current priorities. EPSU has published research focusing on some of the key issues and policy developments including its position on the EU's Green Deal, the failure of energy liberalisation to address climate change and an analysis of action on climate change adaptation.
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            EPSU challenges Brussels consensus on market-based solutions to fight climate breakdown

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the past months, EPSU has sought to influence the debate around decarbonisation of the European economy and the need for a just transition.
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            The European New Green Deal should move away from market-based solutions!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) welcomes the draft Green New Deal of the European Commission as a holistic approach to combat climate change.
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            Obscure Energy Treaty could thwart EU's Green Deal

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Civil society organisations including EPSU and PSI demand end to fossil fuel protection as Energy Charter Treaty revision starts.
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            It’s now or never – will the EU commit to a socially just green deal?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU wants the EU’s energy ministers to commit to real change when they meet to discuss and debate the European Commission's energy policy priorities for 2019-2024, on 4 December.
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                            On 2 October, EPSU held its biannual Standing Committee (SC) on Utilities which drew together EPSU affiliates from across the continent, including representatives from Russia.
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            Trade unions join call for human rights and environmental due diligence legislation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has co-signed an appeal of 88 organisations which demands the European Commission introduce new corporate accountability legislation requiring companies to respect human rights and the environment in their global value chains and operations.
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            EPSU President and Vice-Presidents prepare Executive Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As hundred thousands of students and workers joined climate protests in Europe and across the world in the start of a week of climate action, the EPSU leadership expressed its support.
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                            This programme of action highlights the main priorities for EPSU over the next Congress period and is set out on the basis of three main themes
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            Going Public: A Decarbonised, Affordable and Democratic Energy System for Europe new EPSU report

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A brand new publication on the liberalisation of energy systems in Europe over the past 20 years is out.
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            EPSU supports the school strikes, actions and mobilisations for urgent climate action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU, Europe’s voice of 8 million pubic service unions is supporting the many actions to demand urgent actions of the UN Summit 23 September, from our governments and the European Commission and European Council.
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            EPSU raises skills needs and safety in nuclear sector at the “Nuclear in a changing world” Conference  

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Improving the social dialogue between the employers and the trade unions in the nuclear industry guarantees that workers will have good quality jobs in the nuclear industry.
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            Climate Proofing Work – ITUC global action day 26 June – The right to know what your employer does about global warming

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The impact of global warming and climate change on work and our communities needs urgent action.
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            Irish President Opens EPSU Congress, Calls for Union Action on Climate Change and Gender Equality

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            President of Ireland, Michael D. Higgins, has called for public service workers and their unions to take the lead on climate change, gender equality and a fairer economy in a keynote speech to open the Congress of EPSU in Dublin, which will run until 7th June.
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            ETUC Congress, EP elections, climate change, trade union guidelines on artificial intelligence

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The SpitzenKandidat for the European socialists and democrats Frans Timmermans addressed the ETUC Executive Committee.
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1

        
        

        ONLINE Belgium
    

    **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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            Contact details

            	Rue Joseph II, 40, Box 5
	1000 Brussels (Belgium)
	Tel : +32.22501080
	Fax : +32.22501099
	[email protected]
	EU Transparency Register number: 04902121531-04


        
      
        Stay up to date

        
  
  

    
    
    





            
        
    
    
                                
        

        EPSU
      


        

        Collective Bargaining
      




        
    






      Email
        

        


  







  
      Leave this field blank
        

        





  




      
        
      
          Copyright © EPSU 2024
 by Tilt Factory

      

             
    	
            
                
        
	
            
                
                
                
            
        
	
            
                
                    
                
                
            
	
            
                
                
	
            
            
        
	
        

          

        
      
	
        
          
        
      





    




  


    
    


































  