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      Responding to the challenge of climate change


Climate change, the largest single threat to current and future generations, is posing fundamental challenges for public services and public service workers. In recent years, we have seen extreme weather events, flooding and forest fires for example, leading to loss of life and widespread damage and destruction of buildings and infrastructure. Our members across many services have been part of the immediate and longer term response – in emergency and rescue services, energy and water, local and regional government. EPSU has been working hard to influence policies at global and European level aimed at decarbonising our economies and calling for a shift away from growth at all costs. It is essential that we achieve a more sustainable society is achieved through a just transition whereby no one is left behind. 


This briefing, produced for EPSU's 2019 Congress, sets out the federation's recent activity on climate change and current priorities. EPSU has published research focusing on some of the key issues and policy developments including its position on the EU's Green Deal, the failure of energy liberalisation to address climate change and an analysis of action on climate change adaptation.
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            Has the EU forgotten about firefighters and emergency services?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As part of the European Green Deal, the European Commission launched in February 2021 a new strategy on adaptation to climate change. The objective is to make the European Union a climate-resilient society, fully adapted to climate change by 2050.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Local government

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Nov. 09, 2021
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            EPSU endorses the Trade Union Program for a Public, Low-Carbon, Energy Future

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 4 November, colleagues and comrades from across the world got together in Glasgow to discuss the work of TUED. TUED stands for Trade Unions for Energy Democracy.
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            Public services, climate action and how austerity will kill our planet

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            For countries to become zero Co2 emitters they have to address the emissions from the public services. Unison, one of the UK public service unions, researched what this would mean for the UK. A new report published on the occasion of COP26 in Glasgow.
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            Social partners discuss circular economy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The circular economy is a key part of the European Green deal. It can have a disruptive impact on workers in sectors of the economy.
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            Soaring energy prices demand action to protect workers and families 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Workers and families are suffering under sky-rocketing energy prices, as a result of which energy poverty will only grow across Europe. Europe’s energy ministers met to discuss this pressing matter on 23 September.
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            International Youth Day 2021: a youth centred approach to economic recovery

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The COVID-19 crisis has aggravated the challenges young workers face entering the labour market.
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            EPSU expresses solidarity with firefighters and people as fires ravage Greece, Turkey and more countries

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Climate change and impact austerity take their toll
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            More efforts needed by European Union to Stop nuclear weapons and to support the Treaty to ban them

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Olympic Games are in full swing in Japan. Athletes are doing wonderful and sportsmanship and comradery show how people can relate to each other.
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            Union calls for more firefighters and better conditions
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                            With forest fires and flooding posing increasing demands on the fire service, the Fp Cgil public service union has called for employee numbers to be increased to 40000. The union argues that the current complement of 35000 is inadequate with many firefighters working double shifts, longer hours and more overtime. Fp Cgil says that excessive workloads leave workers no time for training and is worried that in the next negotiations the fire service will actually push for longer hours rather than address the staffing shortage. The union says that recruitment is crucial to reduce the average age
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            Public services fundamental for tackling climate change in a socially just manner  

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public services are fundamental. This message came out loud and clear during the conference organised on 17 June 2021 by the ETUI and the European Climate Foundation on climate change and welfare.
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            Norwegian and Polish shop stewards: common experience of taking services back into public hands

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Poor treatment of employees, outdated equipment and low quality of services – outsourcing and privatisation of municipal services has similar negative effects whether it takes place in Poland or Norway.
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            Adaptation to Climate Change: a European strategy still not up to scratch

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In February 2021, the European Commission launched a new strategy on adaptation to climate change as part of the European Green Deal. The objective is to make the European Union a climate-resilient society, fully adapted to climate change by 2050.
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            European social partners’ hearing with the European Commission on the "fit-for-55" package 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU joined a hearing with European social partners on the "fit-for-55" package hosted by the European Commission’s Executive Vice-President Frans Timmermans and Social and Employment affairs Commissioner Nicolas Schmidt.
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            Earth Day 2021: Let’s put workers, people and the planet before profits

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            22nd April is Earth Day, a day which reminds us more than ever of the need to adopt bold actions to protect our Earth and its inhabitants from climate change, both in the present and in the future.
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            EPSU backs Right2Cure campaign – no to profits from the pandemic

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            All people across the world need the chance to get vaccinated against COVID-19 if we are to leave the pandemic behind us.
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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