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  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The SSP/vpod public services union is campaigning with political and other organisations to defend the right to strike in the care sector. In proposed revisions to the law on the care sector, the government of the Fribourg region in western Switzerland plans to ban strike action. The union says this will deprive over 6000 workers (4000 in the public sector and 2500 in the non-profit sector) of the right to strike.The campaigning organisations have been collecting signatures for a petition and demonstrations and other action are planned if the region doesn't revise its proposals.
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            Unions call for general wage increase as court endorses minimum wage

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The SGB trade union confederation and the vpod public services union have called for a general wage increase of between 1.5% and 2.0%. But the vpod also highlights the need to address the fall in real pay in the public services as well as the importance of ensuring higher pay for jobs dominated by women. Meanwhile the federal court has thrown out a challenge to a proposed minimum wage in the Neuenberg Canton, opening the way to implementation of an hourly minimum of CHFr 20 (€17.50).
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                            Younion, representing municipal workers in Austria has launched a petition calling for support for childcare workers in the Lower Austria region.
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            Union calls for end to internships in childcare

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            (June 2017) The vpod public services union has called for an end to internships in childcare and additional funding to ensure a proper provision of training in the sector. The union argues that many employers exploit the intern system to keep staff costs down while there is evidence that many workers who start on internships as a step towards a proper traineeship are disappointed as too few training places are available. While some authorities and employers have tried to regulate internships, vpod argues that they should be abolished completely.
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  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            (May 2017) The vpod public services union has highlighted the problem of gender pay inequality across occupations, noting that lower pay in occupations dominated by women, like care, cannot be justified on a gender-neutral basis and that they are the result of specific historical developments. The union cites new research from Essen University in Germany and argues that legislation that currently requires action by employers with over 50 employees should be amended to provide for an evaluation of occupational groups.
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                            (April 2017) The vpod public services union has welcomed the negotiation of a new collective agreement that covers around 18000 workers employed by health institutions in the Bern region. Nursing staff, doctors as well as catering and cleaning staff will all be covered by the agreement which will come into effect on 1 January 2018. There will be a new pay system and improved paternity and adoption leave in some institutions along with other benefits like additional holidays. The minimum wage in the agreement will be CHFr 4000 (EUR 3750) per month over 12 months although the unions were aiming
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            Union network calls for better protection for migrant care workers

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            (March 2017 ) The vpod public services union has a special network set up four years ago campaigning for better protection for migrant care workers. The union argues that the federal government is well aware of the level of exploitation of this group of workers but has failed to take any measures to regulate this area of work. Recent press reports have highlighted the situation facing care workers and the lack of legal protection.
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                            (March 2017) The vpod public services union says that unions need to resist proposals from a national commission for further deregulation of working time. The union warns that it the commission's recommendations are implemented this will lead to more overtime, more night work and more Sunday working. Vpod has also attacked the idea that certain categories of senior managers and specialists should be exempt from working time rules.
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            Court victory for public service union

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            (February 2017) The vpod public service union has won a court case against the Canton of Zürich which had refused to recognise the trade union as a negotiating partner, agreeing only to negotiate with the VPV federation of unions that vpod had been a member of over10 years ago. The union says it will continue to defend its right to negotiate even if the Canton appeals the case to the federal or European court.
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            Taxes fund our public services – companies should contribute. Campaign in Switzerland

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Swiss union and EPSU affiliate VPOD/ SSP is running an imaginative campaign that stresses how taxes fund our public services and why it is important that companies contribute.
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            Union plans hospital national action day

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            (October 2016) The vpod/ssp publicservices union has called a national action day on 3 November in protest at inadequate staffing, increasingly precarious working conditions and attacks on collective agreements in hospitals. The demands also include a fairer pay system and unfreezing of pay. The union is also critical of the new system of hospital financing and is calling for better services rather than higher hospital profits.
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            Unions call for negotiations after budget surplus

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            (September 2016) The vpod/ssp public services union is joining others in the federal public sector to call for negotiations over pay increases in 2017. The unions have reacted to government figures showing that the budget outcome for 2016 will be a surplus rather than the forecast deficit and the unions argue that this means that the proposed pay freeze for 2017 needs to be withdrawn and a pay rise negotiated.
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            Hospital workers call for end to low pay

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            Workers at the Vaud university hospital in Lausanne have called for a CHFr 4000 minimum monthly salary. The SSP public services union argues that the bottom three levels of the pay scale should be abolished as it is impossible to live on a salary of less than CHFr 4000 (EUR 3670). The workers affected are mainly cleaning, catering and transport staff, some of whom have been with the hospital for many years. The workers will make their case again at the hospital general meeting in March and then decide what further action to take. [Read more at > SPP (FR)->http://www.ssp-vpod.ch/actualites
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            Strike action leads to negotiations

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            After seven days of strike action and several demonstrations public sector workers in Geneva canton have managed to get the authorities back to the negotiating table. The canton had threatened to increase working hours, increase part-time employment, freeze recruitment and reduce redundancy rights as part of a raft of measures to cut public spending. These measures are now on hold at least until 21 March during which time negotiations over the proposed budget cuts will take place. [Read more at > SSP/VPOD (FR)->http://www.ssp-vpod.ch/actualites/nouvelles/nouvelles/browse/1/article/geneve-un
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            Strikes continue over Geneva's cuts package

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            Trade unions representing employees of the Geneva canton, including EPSU affiliate VPOD/SSP, have taken further strike action against the authority's proposed cuts package. The unions are protesting not just against planned job and pay cuts and increase working hours but also on the social impact of the budget cuts for Geneva's citizens. Around 10000 people joined a demonstration against the austerity measures earlier this month and a further rally followed on 15 December. [Read more at > SSP (FR)->http://www.ssp-vpod.ch/actualites/nouvelles/nouvelles/article/geneve-la-greve-continue-mardi-15
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