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            Exploitation of health care workers in Belarus

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report shows that most doctors in Belarus are facing overtime and large workloads. Figures show that they work on average 55 hours a week, with unpaid overtime and shifts of more than 24 hours.
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            Solidarity with workers in Ukraine and Belarus

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Not being able to travel due to the war between Russia and Ukraine, Yuri Pizhuk the chair of Ukrainian State workers and of the constituency spoke via a video chat with unions leaders of North East Europe in EPSU.
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            Attacks against unionists continue in Belarus

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Unionist Artsiom Zhernak was facing trial in the Minsk regional court in September.
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            Northeast European group of unions cover many problems

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The unions listened to the update of the Ukrainian union leaders on how the continued aggression of the Russian Federation is causing devastation in Ukraine.
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            Update – EPSU condemns the actions of the Belarus government to destroy the independent unions.

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The situation of the trade unions in Belarus was discussed in the International Labour Conference.
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            Solidarity actions in support of independent unions in Belarus

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Across Europe and beyond trade unions are drawing attention to the suppression of independent union movement in Belarus.
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            Report of Activities 2021 now available

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Executive Committee approved the report of activities. It shows the work of affiliates and the Federation during the year like on Public Service Day 23 June and Global Care Day 29 October.
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                            2022 April EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.9

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            EPSU joins international condemnation of detention of union leaders

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Belarus


        

                
                
        
                            EPSU has joined the ETUC and ITUC in condemning the detention of several leaders of independent trade unions and calling for their immediate release. Those detained include Aleksandr Yarashuk, president of the ITUC-affiliated BKDP; BKDP vice president Sergey Antusevich; Aleksandr Bukhvostov, president of the Free Trade Union of Metalworkers SPM; and Nikolay Sharakh, president of the Free Trade Union of Belarus SPB. Their homes and offices have also been searched. These are the latest in a long line of attacks on the BKDP and its member unions. Labourstart is coordinating a protest campaign.
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            Research reveals impact of declining collective bargaining coverage

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  USA


        

                
                
        
                            The Economic Policy Institute in the US has just published research that reveals the impact of declining union density and collective bargaining on wages. It finds, for example, that falling union membership translates to a loss of $1.56 (€1.47) per hour worked for the average worker, the equivalent of $3,250 (€3,070) for a full-time, full-year worker. Meanwhile, the erosion of collective bargaining lowered the median hourly wage also by $1.56 (€1.47), a 7.9% decline (0.2% annually), from 1979 to 2017. An analysis of wage distribution found that declining unionisation had widened inequality
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            Free the Belarusian unionists – sign the petition

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (27 April 2022) Labour start has started an action to free the arrested Belarusian trade union leaders. EPSU and PSI support it. Please take a few moments to sign it
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Solidarity

                            Union Rights

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Apr. 21, 2022
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Belarus KGB detains trade union leaders

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU protest the arrest of trade union leaders in Belarus, 19 April. We asked for their immediate release.
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            Unions in Northeastern Europe express solidarity with Ukrainian workers and people

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Fighting continues after the Russian army invaded Ukraine. The Ukrainian unions thank all for the messages of solidarity and support. It is now important to turn that in concrete assistance. The financial support via the ETUC/ITUC solidarity fund remains important.
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                            2022 February EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.4

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            USA sets example for Europe with initiative on organising and collective bargaining

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  USA


        

                
                
        
                            The US government has set out 70 recommendations to encourage collective bargaining and union membership making it easier for many federal employees to join unions and eliminating barriers for union organizers to talk with workers. A report by the administration’s Task Force on Worker Organizing and Empowerment, says, “it is our administration’s belief that unions benefit all of us.” The report notes that union households earn up to 20% more than non-union households, with an even greater union advantage for workers with less formal education and workers of colour. The report calls for
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            EPSU Executive committee elects new vice-President, considers digitalisation and agrees joint day of action 23 June 2022

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Leaders of Europe’s public service unions joined on the world day to stop violence against women.
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            Addressing the Covid and post-Covid world of work by unions in North East Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Unions continue to deal with the pandemic and its impact in the region.
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1

        
        

        ONLINE Belgium
    

    **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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            Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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