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            International Women’s Day 2024: if women stop, the world stops

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today women are taking to the streets of Europe to stand up for their rights.
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            Violence Against Women Directive is disappointing, Social Partners to negotiate to fill the gap

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the LIBE and FEMM committees of the European Parliament voted in favour of a disappointing agreement reached last week on the first Gender-Based Violence Directive.
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            Sex without consent is rape

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU, together with the ETUC, has expressed serious concerns to the Belgian Presidency of the EU regarding ongoing negotiations on the draft Directive combatting violence against women and domestic violence.
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            EPSU Women’s Conference 2023: women are here to stay!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 24 November, the eve of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, EPSU’s Women's Conference took place.
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            Trade unions condemn criminalisation of LGBTIQ+ people and activists in Russia

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU General Secretary and EPSU Vice-President Thomas Kattnig joined Europe’s trade union leaders in condemning the acts and attacks of the Russian government against people and activists of the LGBT+ community.
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            EPSU Women’s Conference adopts Rome Declaration

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Delegates at EPSU’s Women’s Conference endorsed a declaration outlining their resolute commitment to stand up for women’s rights and gender equality.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Equality

                            Gender pay gap

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Oct. 31, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Successful pan-European Conference of Local and Regional Government

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU LRG European Conference brought together over 40 delegates and speakers from across Europe to discuss remunicipalisation of public services, focusing on the climate crisis, gender equality and democratic ownership.
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            Unions and other organisations mobilised for women’s strike
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                            On 24 October, the BSRB public sector federation was one of more than a dozen organisations supporting a day of action calling for urgent action to address gender inequality, the gender pay gap and to tackle gender-based and sexual violence. Actions ranged from strikes and demonstrations to the withdrawal of all forms of labour, paid and unpaid. Since the first women’s day of action in 1975, unions and other organisations in the country have organised major strikes and protests and there has been some reduction in gender inequality. However, there is still a long way to go with the gender pay
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                            A number of public service trade unions are involved in negotiations with employers and the government to address pay inequality and staff shortages. In September the government set out proposals to provide DKK 3 billion (€400 million) to cover higher pay for social workers, nurses and workers in early years education and care. The government wants part of the deal to provide additional hours for part-time workers. Prison staff are also set to benefit and there is additional funding for them. These negotiations come shortly before and are separate from the normal three-yearly bargaining on the
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            Kick-off meeting in Veolia for a new transnational agreement on diversity and inclusion

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 29 June 2023, the special negotiating body led by EPSU met for a first kick-off meeting in the Veolia campus outside Paris to launch the discussions on a transnational agreement on diversity and inclusion.
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            Multi-sectoral project on “the role of social partners in preventing third-party violence and harassment at work"

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            HOSPEEM, EPSU, CEMR, CESI as co-applicants and ETF, ETNO, ETUCE, EUPAE, UITP as associated organisations have been provided with financial support from the European Commission for a joint project in the field of social dialogue: “The role of social partners in preventing third-party violence and harassment at work” in the years 2021 and 2023 (VS/2021/0046).
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            EU Council disappoints again working women

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On June 12 the European Council set its position on the exposure to chemicals in the workplace claiming that it was ready to begin negotiations with the European Parliament
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  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            EPSU affiliate vpod/ssp is mobilising for the annual feminist strike which takes place on 14 June with actions and protests organised across the country. The strike focuses on the continuing inequalities that women face along other forms of discrimination, sexism, sexual harassment and violence. The union highlights data showing an 18% pay gap across the economy with the public sector at 15.1% below the private sector at 19.5% but the figure for the health sector specifically also at 19.5%. Meanwhile women make up two-thirds of the low paid. The figure for part-time work for women – 58% – is
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            International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today, 17 May, is the International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia. This year’s theme of ”Together always: united in diversity” should resonate with all trade unionists. It reflects the solidarity that binds – and builds – our movement.
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