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            New OSH strategy should aim to mainstream OSH, be less gender blind and be based on lessons learnt from the pandemic

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU representative Adam Rogalewski participated in a dedicated hearing organised by the European Commission with the social partners on the New Occupational Safety and Health Strategic Framework 2021-2027.
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            Call for collective agreement and better procurement in waste sector

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Austria


        

                
                
        
                            Following raids by the Federal Competition Authority on waste companies the vida services union has renewed calls for a collective agreement for the sector and stricter procurement criteria. The union says that discussions about a collective agreement have been going on for more than 10 years and that it is time for those responsible to finally take the final step. However, the union argues that there is also an urgent need for binding criteria for the award of contracts based on the best bidder principle rather than lowest price. This would mean specifying issues such as the sustainability of
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            ETUC Executive Committee – People’s recovery, future of Europe and condemnation of the coup in Myanmar

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s union leaders met to discuss the many developments in the EU and Europe.
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            Will the circular economy be an economy with no workers? 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Does the European Parliament think that the circular economy will be solely operated by robots, machines, and artificial intelligence?
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            Waste workers take series of actions in support of pay claim

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV has been coordinating a series of actions by waste workers in support of its 5% pay claim for the sector. The union says that the employers’ “final” offer on pay is unacceptable as it would mean that some workers would not even see their purchasing power protected. The actions, including drive-in meetings, target different waste companies at different times and are aimed at raising the visibility of the dispute and are in compliance with COVID-19 restrictions.
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV trade union is seeking a 5% pay increase from 1 January 2021 for the 7000 workers in the private waste sector. It is also claiming a EUR 500 bonus in recognition of the increased risks that workers have faced during the pandemic. A 5% increase would be worth around EUR 50 gross per month, but the employers have only offered an increase worth EUR 40 gross as of 1 June. They have also only offered a EUR 250 lump sum. There, however, agreement on other issues including pensions and sustainable employment. The union will consider work stoppages if the employers don’t come up with a better
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            Unions address pay and risk supplement for waste workers

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            The mobilisation of workers in the EGF waste company on 18 December, reported in the EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter last month, was followed up with a 48-hour strike on 28 and 29 December. The action is part of a campaign by the STAL trade union to secure an increase in pay, payment of a supplement for risky and arduous work and a collective agreement. Meanwhile, in the public sector the SINTAP trade union has welcomed the inclusion in the 2021 state budget of provisions to allow for arduous work payments for waste and other workers in local government. However, the government has left
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  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            The SEP nurses’ union took part in a week of action (7-11 December) coordinated by the CGTP trade union confederation. For the SEP the key issues are precarious employment, recruitment and working time. The union wants to see all nurses on precarious contracts switched to permanent employment and argues that all nurses, regardless of contract, should accumulate points for their career progression. The SEP is also calling for increased recruitment, an end to 12-hour shifts and action to ensure a 35-hour week. Meanwhile, workers employed by the EGF waste company handed in a petition to the
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            Social partners discuss Pharmaceutical Strategy and Beat Cancer Plan with the European Commission

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission foresees to publish a Beat Cancer Plan and Pharmaceutical Strategy at the end of November.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Health and Safety

                            Waste

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Oct. 30, 2020
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Webinar: safe jobs in the circular economy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Last Friday, 23rd October, Vera Weghmann from the Public Service International Research Unit presented her recent report, “Safe Jobs in the Circular Economy - Health and Safety in Waste and Wastewater Management” in a webinar organised by EPSU
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            Safe Jobs in the Circular Economy. A new EPSU report

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report commissioned by EPSU highlights the crucial role and often high-risk labour of the workers involved, who have largely been ignored in both research and policies relating to the circular economy.
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                            The German subsidiary of the Veolia environmental services multinational has agreed to set up a €1 million pandemic fund after negotiations with the ver.di trade union. The fund will be available until the end of 2020 and will provide financial support of up to €10000 to workers who have been affected by COVID-19. The employees who could benefit include workers with children under 12 who can't find childcare, single parents, workers with other care responsibilities and who have been through family bereavements. The company implemented a short-time working agreement and topped up the funding
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            Union signs deal with waste company on safety and COVID-19 bonus

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            The STAL municipal services union has negotiated an agreement with the AMBILITAL inter-municipal waste company that provides for an extraordinary allowance of 300 euros for all workers and guarantees to protect the incomes of workers subject to containment measures during the COVID-19 outbreak. The union sees these as essential measures to address the current emergency and reflect STAL’s longstanding aim to achieve greater recognition of the arduousness nature of the work in the sector.
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            EPSU meets EU Commissioner Virginijus Sinkevičius to discuss Circular Economy Action Plan

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission adopted a European union circular economy action plan in March 2020. EPSU organised a discussion with Virginijus Sinkevičius, the Commissioner responsible.
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    **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1


	
    
                                    Mar
        12
    

    
        
        
            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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