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      Strong public service unions are vital if we are to stand up for our values and our vision in our workplaces, sectors and communities. They are crucial in dealing with national, European and global institutions and in representing public service workers in national trade union centres and the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC). EPSU affiliates are more effective in negotiating and campaigning where they can count on an active membership, high union density or broad support from workers.


EPSU has been taking a range of initiatives to support affiliates, particularly in Central and Eastern Europe, to build union power by developing recruitment and organising strategies and campaigns. This briefing, prepared for the 2019 Congress, covers recent work and current priorities. Our Organising and Campaigns staff, Agnieszka Ghinararu, Miloš Vlaisavljević and Artem Tidva, are working with affiliates to help them with advice, support and training and keeping them informed about new ideas on recruitment and organising methods.
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            EPSU Youth Network Conference: youth organising essential to trade union growth

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            35 EPSU Youth Network representatives from 17 countries, met in Sofia to discuss and propose recommendations on youth organising in trade unions.
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            ETUC celebrates 50 years at Berlin Congress

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A large EPSU delegation joined hundreds of other trade unionists from across Europe to celebrate 50 years of struggle for Europe’s workers and people. We ended the ETUC Congress with the election of a new team and the adoption of an action plan titled ‘Together for a Fair Deal for Workers in Europe’.
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            Evolving jobs, skills and training needs in social services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This week, 9 May, on Europe Day, the European Commission officially started the European Year of Skills, which puts skills and training at the heart of the EU policy debate.
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            “Why is upskilling and reskilling so important for LTC workers? What impact does it have on quality?” 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Last week, EPSU participated in the online launch event of the ‘Partnership for Skills in Long Term Care – Driving Up Training and Life Long Learning’, organised by the project lead, the European Association of Service providers for Persons with Disabilities.
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            Central Europe – Western Balkan unions express solidarity with Hungarian childcare workers action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Hungarian childcare workers are demanding negotiations with the government on a new pay structure with the government.
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            South East European Constituency and solidarity with people in Turkey

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            We stood in silence to express our solidarity and sympathy for the people in Turkiye. Our comrades suffered such great loss in the tragedy of the earthquake of 6 February.
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            Social partners in health share concerns on the energy crisis and its impact on the hospital sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Health workers and employers came together for a Sectoral Social Dialogue meeting to discuss the European Year of Skills, hazardous medicinal products, the cost-of-living crisis and more.
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            Survey reveals problems faced by workers in energy, waste and water

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            A survey of workers in energy, waste and water, carried out by services union ver.di, reveals widespread discontent, with many employees feeling they are insufficiently trained, overworked, health-impaired or have financial worries. Over 14,500 workers responded to the survey, highlighting a range of urgent needs that the union will aim to address. Staff shortages are creating a lot of pressure on workers and many complain about the failure of employers to offer professional training and development opportunities. With work intensity increasing there has been a dramatic rise in stress for many
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                            2022 September EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.19

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Union calls for action on staff shortages in public administration

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            Services union ver.di has welcomed the federal government’s statement that it wants to tackle skills shortages but argues strongly that in doing so it needs to address the big challenges in the public sector itself. Ver.di points out that education in kindergartens, schools – especially vocational schools – and universities, is key but the shortage of skilled workers in these sectors has long been a problem. Additional jobs and better working conditions in the public sector are needed. This not just about pay but about providing more training opportunities, better equipment and increased
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            Bargaining and organising – join the debate on 27 September
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                            EPSU’s recruitment and organising (R&O) team has arranged a webinar at 13.00 (CET) on 27 September to discuss the links between organising and collective bargaining. It will include practical examples from EPSU affiliates in Finland (JHL) and Germany (ver.di). Pertti Paajanen, JHL’s director of organisational affairs will talk about the union’s successful R&O campaigns and the interaction between recruitment and collective bargaining and industrial action. Ver.di activist Silvia Habekost will explain how the union succeeded in reaching collective agreements on staffing levels in two big public
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            New social partner project: skills and training in care sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Social Employers and EPSU with the affiliate partner Nexem are pleased to annouce the launch of the FORTE Project. The project outcomes will feed into joint discussions and outputs in the framework of sectoral social dialogue in social services.
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            Ukraine: building the union in challenging times

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Yesterday, 17 August, 28 members of the Social Workers’ Union (SWU) participated in a one-day recruitment and organising training session organised by EPSU.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Recruitment & organising

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Aug. 02, 2022
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            EPSU joins major European project on health workers’ skills

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Ensuring training provision for health workers meets current and future demands is a major issue and EPSU is pleased to be involved with a new European Union-funded project that will attempt to address this challenge.
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            New strategies help trade unions tackle racism, discrimination and the far-right

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has attended a series of events examining how unions can address the growing issues of racism, discrimination and the far-right.
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            Recruitment and organising – working on strategy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Earlier today, 7 June, 20 representatives from public service unions in five countries participated in the final workshop of the sixth EPSU training initiative on recruitment and organising strategies.
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024


	
    
                                    Mar
        14
    

    
        
        
            Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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