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            General strike against further austerity

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Greece


        

                
                
        
                            (May 2017) The ADEDY public sector confederation expressed its thanks to the thousands of workers who joined the general strike and rallies on 17 May. The strike was to express opposition to further austrity measures being put forward as part of the bail-out package being negotiated between the government and the European creditors and International Monetary Fund. The strike was jointly called by the GSEE private sector confederation and supported by the International Trade Union Confederation.
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            German water workers solidarity with Greek colleagues in fight against privatization

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade unionists and workcouncil members in the German water industry sent a powerful message of solidarity to their Greek colleagues.
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            Union movement attacks IMF stance on Greece
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                            (April 2016) The European and International trade union confederations (ETUC and ITUC) have criticised the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for calling for further changes to Greek laws on strikes, collective bargaining and employment protection. The IMF demands have not been taken up by the European Commission and are not even supported by the Greek employers. An article by EPSU also highlights how the IMF position ignores the recommendations of a committee of experts that reported at the end of last year.
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                            (March 2017) The ETUC is calling for a pay rise for workers across Europe and in the latest initiative in its campaign reveals that wages are lower now than they were eight years ago in seven EU member states while in 18 EU countries wages have grown much slower over the seven years after the crisis than in the eight years before that.In the 7 years 2009-2016 real wages (adjusted for inflation) have fallen every year by an average of 3.1 % in Greece; 1 % in Croatia; 0.9 % in Hungary; 0.7 % in Portugal; 0.6 % in Cyprus; 0.4 % in UK, and 0.3 % in Italy.
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            New report highlights Europe’s failings regarding asylum seekers and refugees

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today as the EU Council discusses migration, a new report on ‘the Refugee Crisis and the Greek Public Services,’ published by Greek public service union ADEDY, draws attention to some of the major difficulties which have arisen at the EU borders,
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            Greek Trade Union Federation GENOP calls on parliament to reject CETA

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Greek energy trade union Federation GENOP-DEH has called on the Greek parliament to reject CETA and in doing so circumvent the voracious interests of the multinationals
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            Solidarity with the workers of Greece for their 24-hour strike action 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU General Secretary wrote to EPSU affiliated unions in Greece to express EPSU’s support for their 24-hour strike action today, Thursday 8 December. We find it astonishing that the Eurogroup
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            Solidarity with Greek civil servants’ general strike 24 November

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Greek government has started a new offensive to privatize public companies and restructure the public administrations.
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            Protest march highlights critical state of healthcare
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                            (October 2016) The POEDHN health workers' union, supported by the ADEDY civil service federation, organised a caravan of health across Athens on 6 October. The march took in the major hospitals in the country and ended up at the ministry of health calling for urgent action to increase funding for the service which has been badly hit by austerity measures, with major problems of understaffing.
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            Greek water struggle will continue say unions and water movements

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Greek Parliament voted to partly privatize the water companies of Athens and Thessaloniki 27 September 2016.
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            EPSU welcomes report of the European Parliament on EU assisting Italy and Greece responding to increase of refugees

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (16 September 2016) The number of people seeking asylum and a safe place is growing again in Italy and Greece. The European Commission proposed for the Member States to assist

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Migration

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Aug. 02, 2016
        
                    
                    
        
                            2016 August epsucob@NEWS 09

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            ITUC warns of more austerity for Greek workers

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Greece


        

                
                
        
                            (August 2016) The ITUC global trade union confederation says that 2017 could see further attacks on workers' and trade union rights if proposals coming from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) are pushed through by the Troika (European Commission, European Central Bank and IMF) and accepted by the Greek government. According to the GSEE national trade union centre a 21-page directive sent to Greek officials includes measures that would cut the minimum wage for skilled and experienced workers by around 30% and change rules on strike action and union representation. Read more at ITUC.
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            48-hour strike against tax and social security changes

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Greece


        

                
                
        
                            (May 2016) The ADEDY public sector and GSEE private sector trade union confederations organised a 48-hour strike on 6 and 7 May in protest at government proposals to increase a range of indirect taxes and reduce social security benefits. The unions have been calling for the tax increases to be withdrawn, for higher tax-free allowances and for more action to be taken to stop tax avoidance by big companies. The GSEE is also taking action on 8 May as it opposes Sunday opening of shops - another element in the reforms introduced by the government as part of the latest bail-out deal. Read more at
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            Unions continue fight against social security cuts
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                            The ADEDY public sector confederation has called a national strike for 7 April to follow up the action on 4 February. The confederation is protesting against government measures to cut the welfare bill, in particular pensions, and introduce higher direct and indirect taxes. According to the union the planned cuts to pensions in 2016 will be EUR 1.8 billion. Read more at > ADEDY (GR)
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            Wages hit by deregulation of collective bargaining

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Greece


        

                
                
        
                            A report from the INE research institute of the GSEE private sector trade union confederation reveals the rapid impoverishment experienced by many as a result of the the crisis, labour market deregulation, the decline in collective wage agreements and wage cuts. Half of private sector workers take home less than EUR 800 a month, according to the research. Read more > Macropolis news website (EN)
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