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                            The ETUCLEX newsletter, produced by the ETUC’s legal team, provides a regular update on key legal developments across Europe and in the latest issue includes reports on the right to strike. In a long-running case involving the right to strike of civil servants in Germany, the European Court of Human Rights recently ruled that disciplinary action taken against teachers who took industrial action in 2009 and 2010 did not involve a breach of their human right to freedom of association. The Court found that the particular circumstances of civil servants in Germany in relation to their pay and
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            EPSU says no to Council proposing 100 billion Euros of cuts in public spending

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission, European Parliament and the Council of Ministers start negotiations on the reform of the economic governance rules. The Council adopted its mandate at the end of 2023.
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            EPSU message of solidarity to union action day in Northern Ireland

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public service unions are in strikes and rallies 18 January in Northern Ireland. EPSU has sent a message of solidarity.
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            EPSU Finance working group meets

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU Congress will decide a new Programme of Action for the period 2025-2029. The EPSU Finance group met to consider our finances to underpin the actions needed.
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            New report of Oxfam underlines why wealth taxes are necessary

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The global NGO Oxfam published a new report that draws attention to the extreme wealth and inequality in the world.
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                            The US company Tesla sells electric cars in many European countries like Sweden. The Tesla workers that maintain those cars are on strike in Sweden.
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            Former Commission President Jacques Delors passed away

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Former president of the European Commission Jacques Delors died on 27 December 2023.
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            Public service unions unite in demands over pay

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Eight public service federations – CFDT, CFE-CGC, CGT, FA, FO, FSU, Solidaires and UNSA – have issued a joint statement on the need for urgent action to improve pay for civil servants and public sector employees. The unions argue that the five index-point increase for public sector workers implemented this year was already foreseen in 2023 and that no further increase is planned for 2024. The government has given no indication that any negotiations will take place to cover 2024 and in the light of this the unions were due to meet this month to consider what action to take, with the prospect of
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            Health union declares labour conflict

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Romania


        

                
                
        
                            Following longstanding problems in ensuring full implementation of the law on salaries that applies to health and social care staff, the Sanitas trade union has declared a labour conflict. For over two years the government has blocked full implementation of the law and the proper calculation of salaries. Bonuses are stuck at levels dating back to 2018 and overtime is unpaid. A holiday allowance has not been granted and the food allowance is also linked to 2018 pay levels rather than current salaries. The situation is made worse by the repeated blocking of recruitment to fill vacancies, leading
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            Union raises alarm over attacks on public service workers

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            The ver.di trade union has strongly condemned the violence against firefighters, rescue services and police officers on New Year's Eve and calls on employers to do much more to fulfil their duty of care towards employees. Numerous workers were injured after coming under fire from rockets and firecrackers or as a result of other attacks. The events on New Year's Eve have highlighted the kinds of violence to which many public sector workers are exposed on a day-to-day basis. The union wants employers to ensure they document all incidents and that employees report all assaults, write accident
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            Unions raise alarm over health and care staffing and violence

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV trade union is again sounding the alarm over staff shortages in health and social care following the release of official forecasts for the coming decade. The figures show that, on current trends there is a real risk of serious breakdown in the sector which faces an expected shortage of almost 190,000 employees by 2033. The FNV is calling for urgent action, noting that the 5000 shortfall in hospital staff now is set to rise to 27700 in 2033 and that the understaffing exposed by the COVID pandemic will be permanent state of affairs in future. The FNV is calling on the government to
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            Unions to meet to plan industrial action

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            The Fórsa trade union reports that the breakdown of public sector negotiations in December, has led to public service unions planning possible ballots on industrial action. The 19 trade unions that make up the Public Services Committee of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions are set to meet on 11 January to decide whether to ballot if there is no progress on negotiations with the government. Negotiations mainly on issues other than pay began at the end of November with 11 meetings taking place up to Christmas but without conclusion and without moving on to pay bargaining. The previous public
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            Pay, hours and time to care at heart of staffing shortage

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            A new survey by the FOA trade union provides some insight into how increasing the number of part-time workers who work additional hours could help alleviate the major staff shortages currently affecting care for the elderly. The survey found that 36% of part-time employees in elderly care would work additional hours with a higher salary and that 14% just want more hours but are not given the opportunity to do so at their workplace. However, job satisfaction is also key along with the potential to develop professional skills. These are virtually impossible in the current climate as care workers
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            Unions negotiate 9.2% for workers in non-profit services

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Austria


        

                
                
        
                            The vida and GPA trade unions representing workers in non-profit care and other services have negotiated a new collective agreement with the Caritas group of religious organisations. The agreement applies to 41 organisations employing 17,700 workers, delivering a range of services such as disability care, education, support for the homeless and those in poverty. The increase took effect on 1 January with a 7.7% applied to salaries plus a 1.5% monthly allowance. All other bonuses and allowances increase by 9.2%. The unions believe this is another important step in delivering decent pay and
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            Strike planned in non-profit care sector for 31 January

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            The Fp Cgil, Cisl Fp and Uil Fpl public service federations have declared a day of strike action and protests on 31 January in their continuing campaign to secure a bridging agreement with the ARIS non-profit health employers’ association. ARIS has rejected the proposal that aims to provide a basis for negotiations to start that would lead to a collective agreement that covers both the ARIS and AIOP private health employer organisations. The unions are determined to secure improvements to pay and conditions for workers who haven’t had an update to the collective agreement for 11 years. The aim
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