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            Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee for Local and Regional Government, Working Group Meeting 1 / 2024
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      Local services are, by definition, at the front line of public services. Users of these services come into direct contact with the men and women that provide them, be they fire-fighters, culture workers, librarians, archivists, municipal police, social services workers, teachers, cleaners, waste collectors, community liaison personnel or local administrators. EPSU represents local and regional government workers across Europe and is committed to ensuring high quality and efficient public services supported by a well-trained and skilled work force and decent working conditions.


Austerity measures and remunicipalisation, digitalisation of local services, the impact of trade agreements on local services, and ensuring socially responsible procurement are key policy challenges to this sector addressed in the frame of EPSU's Standing Committee Local and Regional Government.


EPSU is also the recognised European social partner organisation for workers in local and regional government throughout the European Union and covers approximately 17 million workers.


Eva-Lotta Nilsson (Vision, Sweden) is the President of the EPSU Standing Committee for Local and Regional Government (LRG). Paola Panzeri is the contact person in EPSU (Policy Staff – Local and Regional Government, Gender Equality, Firefighters) for the sector.
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            Will EU’s new fiscal rules hinder urgent action on staffing crises?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public service federation EPSU is concerned that the proposed reform of the European Union’s fiscal rules, published yesterday, might undermine national action to address the widespread staffing shortages across a broad range of public services in Europe – in health and social care, the justice system, childcare, tax administrations, utilities and more.
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            EP sets new frame to protect workers from asbestos!  Now it is time for the European Commission to do the same.

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (Joint Press Release) Today, the European Parliament (EP) approved the legislative report on Protecting Workers from Asbestos. The document includes measures such as a ban on encapsulating asbestos and the recognition of all asbestos related diseases.
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                            Firefighters serve as our front lines whenever disaster strikes - and disaster is striking more and more often.
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            Firefighters tell European Parliament that action is needed to stop occupational cancer

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the European Parliament hears from firefighters in the frame of the debate on the legislation on the exposure of asbestos.
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            Commission analyses reveal gaps in working time protection

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            European Commission reports on the Working Time Directive, published on 15 March, reveal that Member States’ legislation is generally compliant, but that some problems remain in ensuring that the legislation is having full effect, particularly across all public services.
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            Working time legislation must be respected!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a recent debate on volunteering in the European Parliament, a few MEPs raised the importance of the work of volunteer firefighters.
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            Germany: warning strikes and negotiations for pay increase

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU sent solidarity greetings for ver.di negotiations in federal and local government and for the warning strikes being organised to support those negotiations.
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                            Tender Specifications for creating the content and format of an online course focusing on the impact on workers and services of insourcing public services.
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            Violence and harassment at work from third parties is a social dialogue matter

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Incidences of third-party violence at work not only continue to remain high but are also on the increase across Europe, particularly in prison services, hospitals and local public transport sector.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Central government

                            Health and Safety

                            Local government

                            Social Dialogue

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Nov. 29, 2022
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
             EPSU: gender-based violence is a labour issue

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, EPSU called for gender-based violence to be recognised an issue that impacts labour rights as much as human rights.
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            LRG Social Dialogues adopt joint position on protecting workers from asbestos and the future of local emergency services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 16 November, EPSU and CEMR sealed a number of important agreements setting the priorities for the next years and committing to political principles for the workers in emergency services and their protection from asbestos.
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            Federations agree next steps on trade union rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Meeting in Skopje in North Macedonia on 22 September, public service trade unions from across Europe agreed to continue to work together to defend and strengthen trade union rights for employees, civil servants and all uniformed staff, from firefighters and health workers to police and military personnel.
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            Social Partners in Local Government discuss new work programme for 2023-2025

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee on Local and Regional Governments took place on June 2nd 2022.
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            Workers across Europe gather for Public Service Day

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and its affiliates came together to mark UN Public Service Day on Thursday, 23 June 2022.
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