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      Promoting and protecting public services in Europe
EPSU wants to see a European Union that recognizes and supports the role of public services in contributing to sustainable development and quality of life. In an increasingly integrated Europe it is important to tackle issues such as tax dumping and cut-throat competition, which put pressure on public services and concentrate increasing amounts of wealth in fewer and fewer hands. Fair and progressive taxation, good governance and effective regulation are needed to guarantee quality public services for all. 
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            Conference debates impact of European Semester on public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over 60 participants, mainly affiliates from EPSU and the ETUCE education federation, met in Brussels on 8-9 October to debate the impact of the European Semester – the EU’s process of economic governance – on public services.
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            Last #SOTEU speech of Juncker – Will he address workers’ disappointment in his Commission? 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker will hold his last State of the European Union speech on Wednesday 12 September.
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                            Twenty-nine participants from EPSU affiliates in 16 countries met in Kiljava in southern Finland at the beginning of July in a two-and-a-half day seminar on public services and privatisation.
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                            Equality between men and women, precarious work for young people, transitions in the labour market triggered by climate change and digitalisation: these were among the main themes debated during a ETUC Summer School on 4-5 July in Montepulciano, Italy.
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                            Low pay in female dominated sectors, gender-differences in precarious employment, uneven distribution of unpaid care work, persistent pay gap – what connects these issues is that they are all linked to and/or are reinforced by gender segregation on the labour market.
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                            Collective bargaining is a key tool to defend and protect workers’ rights in the face of digitalisation.
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            Public Service Day 2018 – Calling for information and consultation rights for central government workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This year for Public Service Day – 23 June – EPSU wants to focus on information and consultation rights for central government workers and their trade union representatives.
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                            Over 70 trade union representatives from 24 countries took part in EPSU’s social dialogue and collective bargaining conference in Brussels on 6-7 June.
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            Public investment needed to deliver on Pillar of Social Rights, unions say at Tripartite Social Summit

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The latest Tripartite Social Summit took place on 21 March was devoted to the follow up on the European Pillar of Social Rights in EU policy.
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            Eurofound’s  Quality of Life Survey sheds light on why trust in institutions is higher in some countries than others

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The quality of public services are a key factor in explaining differences across Europe regarding citizens’ trust in institutions.
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            European Pillar of Social Rights – now is the time to  seize the opportunities!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 22-23 February EPSU/ETUI organized a workshop on the European Pillar of Social Rights to assess how the Pillar can contribute to fairer, more cohesive and equal societies, including through supporting the universal provision of quality public services and strong social dialogue.
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